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PEEFACE. 

In the Preface affixed by an anonymous hand to 
" The History of Dahomy," pubUshed nearly three- 
fourths of a century ago,* we are told that the "short 
interral from Whydah beach to Abomey is perhaj)B the 
most beaten track, by Europeans, of any in Africa." 
The Author thereupon proceeds to show a difference 
of 104 miles between the maximum and minimum 
estimates of the distance, which is nearly doubled by 
the most correct. 

In this Year of Grace, 1864, there is at least an 
equal amount of uncertainty concerning the " Land of 
the Amazons ; " but it shows rather in things metaphy- 

* "The HbtOEf of Dahomy, an Iniuid Eingdom of Africa; com- 
piled from autlieutic Uemoirs; with an Introduction and Noteg, By 
Archibald Dalzel, Esq., (Governor at Whjdah, then) Goyernor at Cape 
Coast Cattle, (and hutly QoTemor-in-Cbief of the Company's Serrioe)." 
London, 1793. 4to. Printed for the Author by T. SpUsbury and Sod, 
Bnowhill. In the following pages, whenever '* liie History " is alluded 
to, Dalzel's is to be understood. 
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sical than physical. So well informed a journal as the 
"Saturday Review" {July Uh, 1863), gravely informs 
its readers that " The King of Dahome has lately 
been indulging in a sacrifice of 2000 human beings, 
simply in deference to a national prejudice {!), and to 
keep up the good old customs of the country " (! !). 

This complete miscomprehension of the subject, 
coming from such a quarter, induces me to attempt 
without fear so well worn a theme, and to bring up to 
the present time a subject worthily handled by Snel- 
grave,* Smithit Norris,J Balzel, M'Leod,^ and Forbes.|| 
And it, in depicting the manners and ceremonies of 
this once celebrated military Empire, and in recounting 
this black Epopseia, there has been a something of 

• Captom Willifim SnelgraTe arrived off Whydah, in the Eatherire 
galley, in the latter end of Muob, 1T2G, three weeks after its capture 
byBahome. His book, " A Full Acooant of some Parts of Guinea and 
tbe Slave-trade," appeared in 1T34. Svo. 

t William Smith, Esq., was sent out as eurveyor in 1726. His " New- 
Voyage to Quinea " is a poathumouB work, puhlished in 1744. 8to. 

J "Memoirs of the Eeign of Bosaa Ahadee: with an Aooonnt of a 
Journey to Abomey in 1772, by Mr. Itobert Norris." London, 1789. 

§ "A Voyage to Africa j with some Account of the Manners and 
CuBtomsof the Dahomian People. By John H'Leod, K.D." IiondQor 
John Murray, 1620. 

II " Bohomey and the Bahomans ; being tbe Journals of Two Missions 
to the King of Dahomey, and Besidence at his Capital, in the years 1849 
and 1800. By Frederick E. Forbes, Commander E.N.," &c. 2 Vols., 
Svo. London, LoDgmans, 1801. 
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ezcessive detail, and there shall appear much that is 
trifling and superfluous, the kindly reader 'will perhaps 
find for it a reason. 

My principal object, it may he frankly owned, has 
been to show, in its true lights, the African kingdom 
best known by name to Europe. But in detailing its 
mixture of horrors and meanness, in this pitiless picture 
of its mingled puerility and brutality, of ferocity and 
pohteness, I trust that none can rightfiiUy charge me 
with exaggeration, and I can acquit myself of all 
malice. " A nadie si elogia con mentira, ni se critica 



So far bfLck as 1S61 I had volunteered, as the 
Blue Book shows, to visit Agbome. The measure not 
being then deemed advisable, I awaited till May — Jtme, 
1863, when an opportunity presented itself. In the 
meantime (December, 1862 — January, 1863), Commo- 
dore Wilmot, K.N., Senior Officer of the Bights Divi- 
sion, accompanied by Captain Luce, B.N., and by Dr. 
Haran, of H. M. S. Brisk, devanced me, and that 
officer proved the feasibility of a visit to Dahome. 
Ketuming to Fernando Po, I soon received the gratify- 
ing intelligence that Her Majesty's Government had 
been pleased to choose me as the bearer of a friendly 
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message to King Gelele. The official lettpers are, by 
permission, given in extenso below. 

FoEBiGN Office, Augnst 20, 1863. 
Sib, 

Toa were informed by my Despatch of the 23rd of Jnne 

last, that you had been selected by Her Majesty's GoTemment 
to proceed on a Mission to the King of Dahomey, to confirm 
the friendly sentiments expressed by Commodore Wilmot to the 
King on the occasion of the visit which he made to that chief in 
the months of December and January last. 

I have accordii^ly to desire that as soon after the receipt of 
this Despatch as it may be feasible to do so, you will proceed to 
Dahomey, taking care first, by previous communication with the 
Kmg, to ascertain that a proper reception will be accorded to you. 

You vrill, on yonr arrival, inform the King, that the many 
important duties which devolve on Commodore Wilmot as the 
Officer in conmiand of Her Majesty's Naval Forces on the Afirican 
Coast, have prevented him returning in person to confirm the 
good understanding which it is hoped has been estabhshed be- 
tween the King and Her Majesty's Government by the Com- 
modore's late visits Ton will state that the Commodore faithfully 
reported all that passed between bim and the King, and ^lat he 
correctly made known the wishes and feelings of Her Majesty's 
Government on the several topics on which he addressed the King. 

With r^ard to the question of the export of slaves &om his 
territories, you will not fail to iiupress upon the King the im- 
portance which Her Majesty's Government attach to the c^sation 
of this traffic. 

Her Majesty's Government admit the difficulties which the 
King may find in putting a stop to a trade that has so long existed 
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PREFACE. xi 

in Mb oonntry, and from which his aaceBtors have derived so mneh 
profit, bat hlB income fittm this sonice most be very small com- 
pared tritli that of former Kings, and it will be to his interest to 
find out some other source of revenne, before that which he now 
derives &om the sale of his fellow-men to the slave dealers is 
entirely put a stop to. You will remind the King that he him- 
self sn^ested to Commodore Wilmot that if we wished to put a ' 
stop to the slave trade, we should jtrevent white men from coming 
to bay them, and yon will state that Hei Majesty's Government, 
having determined that the trafBc shall cease, will take steps to 
prevent effictuaUy the erport of slaves from his territories. Ton 
will add, in illnstration of what you state, that Her Majesty's 
Government have concluded a treaty with the United States 
Government, which will prevent, for the futnre, any American 
vessels firom coming to ship slaves. 

With regard to bnmait sacrifices, I rejoice to find from Com- 
mod(a« Wilmot'fi Report, that the number of victims at the 
King's customs has been ex^gerated. 

It is to be feared," however, that much difficulty will be ex- 
perienced in prevailing upon the King to put a stop entirely to 
this barborons practice, which prevails more or less openly, aloi^ 
the greater part of the Western Coast of Africa. Bat we mnst 
seek by whatever inflaence we may possess, or be able to attain, 
to mitigate, if we cannot at once prevent, the horrors of these cus- 
toms, and I rely upon your using your best efforts for this purpose. 

The King in his interview with Commodore Wilmot expressed 
a msh that English merchants should come and settle and make 
trade at Whydab, and he offered to help to repair the old English 
fort there, and to permit it to be garrisoned by English troops. 

You will thank the King for this mark of his confidence, and 
you will at the same time state, that as he has promised to protect 
any British merdiantfi who may settle at Whydab, Her Majesty's 
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xu PEEFACE. 

Govenuueut pat entire faith in his iromises, and Bee no necessity 
for sending English soldiers to garrison the fort there. Yon 
will, however, add, that there is one thii^ needful in order that 
the Whig's wishes in r^ard to the settlement of English mer- 
chants at Whjdah should be carried out, and that is, that there 
should be a sufficiency of lawful trade to induce them to do so. 

English merchants cannot take slaves in return for their goods, 
they most have palm oil, ivory,, cotton, and such other articles as 
the country is capable of producing. The King will see, therefore, 
that it' must depend very mnch on his own exertions, and those 
of his subjects, whether it wiU be worth while for British mer- 
chants to settle at Whydah. Should however the King think fit 
to enter into an engagement with Her Majesty's Qovermnent to 
encourage lawful trade, and to promote, aa far as lies in his power, 
the development of the resources of bis country. Her Majesty's 
Government would be willing to appoint an agent at Whydah to 
be an oi^an of communication with the King and to assist in 
carrying out his views. 

As an earnest of their friendly feelings, Het Majesty's Govern- 
ment have caused the presents, of which a list is inclosed, to be 
prepared and forwarded to you for presentation to the King. 
You will see that, as far as possible, the King's wishes as ex- 
pressed to Commodore Wilmot, have beeu carried out in regard 
to the articles selected for presents, with the exception of the 
carriage and horses, and with respect to these, you will explain to 
the King, that in the first place it would be a difficult matter to 
get English horses out to the Coast, and even supposing they 
arrived safely at their destination, it would be very doubtfol, from 
the nature of the countiy and climate, whether they would long 
survive their arrival. 

I^ however, our future relations with the King should be of 
a nature to warrant such a proceeding, Her Majesty's Government 
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PREFACE. xm 

^onld not hesitate to endeavour to comply with hiB wlBhes, by 
sending him an English carriage and horses. 

I have only in conclusion to add, that it has bten suggested to . 
Her Majesty's Government that among the King's captives there 
may still be some of the coloured Christian prisoners taken at 
Ishagga, and if on inquiry yon should' be able to ascertain that 
thiB is the case, yon will state to the King that it would be taken 
by Her Majesty's Government as an earnest of his friendly feeling, 
and as shewing a desire to perform hia promises to them, if he 
would restore these prisoners to liberty. 
I am. Sir, 
Tour most obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) Rubsbll. 



EXTRACT. 

FOEEiON Office, August 20, 1 



SlE, 



With reference to my other Despatch of this day's dato 
containing instructions for your guidance on proceeding to Da- 
homey, I have to state that you should, if possible, stipulate with 
the King before proceeding to Abomey, that there should be no 
human sacrifices during the time of your stay in hia capital, and 
yon win, under any circumstances, decline to sanction these sacri- 
fices by your presence, if they should unfortunately take place 
whilst you are in the country. 

The last packet trom the West Coast brought reports of the 
King of Dahomey having died from the effects of a wound re- 
ceived in one of his slave-hunting expeditions. Should these 
report* be well founded, it will be advisable that you should 
ascertain something of the character of his successor before pro- 
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liv PREFACE. 

ceeding to tlie DahomiaQ capital, and I leave it to your discretion 
to proceed subsequently to Abomey, and to deliver the presents to 
tlie new King or not, as you may after due consideration deem 
advisable. 

I have requested the Lords Oommissioners of the Admiralty to 
give directions that yon may be conveyed to and from Whydah in 
a ship of war, and I have also informed their lordships that it 
wonid be advisable that a medical ofiBcer should accompany yon, 
if one can be spared from Her Majesty's ships for this purpose. 
I am, Sir, 
Yonr most obedient hnmble Servant, 



Foreign Office, Jnly 23, 1863. 

SiK, 

With reference to my Despatch of the 23rd ultimo, in- 
structing you to hold yourself in readiness to proceed on a mis- 
sion to the King of Dahomey, I have now to acquaint you that 
the presents with which you will be entrusted for the King, and 
the instructions for yonr guidance, will be forwarded to you by 
the packet which leaves Liverpool with the African mails on the 
23rd of August, and yon will therefore make yout arrangements 
accordingly. 

I am, Sir, 
Yonr most obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) KUSSELL. 
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List op Pbesehts forwarded to Captain Burton by packet of 

the 24th August, 1863, for presentation to the Kjhg op Da- 

EOHBY. 

One forty feet circular crunson silk Damask Tent with Pole 
complete (contained in two braes). 

One richly embossed silrer Pipe with amber month-piece, in 
morocco case. Two richly embossed silver Belts with Lion and 
Crane in raised relief, in morocco cases. Two eilTcr and partly 
gilt Waiters, in oak case. One Coat of Mail and Gatmtlets. (Con- 
tained in one deal case, addressed to Captain Burton, H. B. M.'s 
Consnl for the Bight of Biafra, "West Coast of Africa.) 

September, however, was hardly the month to be 
preferred for crossing the Great Agrime Swamp, and 
my health required a change of air before submitting 
to the peine forte et dure of a visit to a "West African 
King, A few weeks upon the South Coast, in the 
dehcious " Ca^imbo,"* soon brought me up to working 
mark, and the following pages will tell the rest. 

In Chapter XIX., I hare taken the liberty of per- 
sonally addressing my friend Dr. Hunt, author of " The 
Negro's Place in Nature." He has called for the 
results of my humble experience — I had written the 
remarks before seeing his able and graphic paper — and 
I have done my best to aid him in dispersing the mists 

* The oloady (but not tainy) aeaaon in Angola and on the Congo 
Biver, lasting from May to September, 
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with ■which " mere rhetoric of a political and religious 
nature " has invested the subject. 

Some excuse may be expected for the length of the 
Appendix : the object has been to supply the Public 
with as complete a picture of present Dahome as my 
materials, and my capability of using them, have per- 
mitted. The items are as follows : — 

I. Itinerary, from Whydah to Agbome (corrected by 
Captain George, E.N., Royal Geographical Society of 
London). 

II. List of expenses at Agbome. Mr. Bemasko's 
account current with Captain Burton, Her Majesty's 
Commissioner, Dahomey, from December 8th, 1863, to 
February 26th, 1864. 

ni. Reprints of previous modem notices. 

A. Extract of a letter from the Reverend Peter W. 
Bemasko, Native Assistant Missionary, dated Whydah, 
November 29th, 1860, and describing the Grand Cus- 
toms. (" Wesleyan Missionary Notices," February 
25th, 1861). 

B. Despatches from Commodore Wilmot respecting 
his visit to the King of Dahomey in December, 1862, 
and January, 1863, and describing the Platform 
Sacrifice. 
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C. Dahomy, its People and Customs, by K. Jules 
Gerard, describing tbe Oyo Custom of Kana. 

IV. A Catalogue of the Dahoman Kings, with the 
dates of their various exploits, their "strong names," 
and the events of their reigns. It is merely produced 
as documens pour servtr: I have not only analysed 
the several histories, but have gathered from the natives 
traditions and explanations of the royal titles. More- 
over, I wish these volumes to be a picture rather of the 
present than of the past. 

The Pages now offered to the Public are the result 
of a three months' personiil study of Dahome, my work 
extending over the day, and often half through the 
night. I may venture to assert that, by comparing its 
results with the authors before cited, the labour ex- 
pended upon this monogram will become apparent. 

It only remains for me to apologise for the involun- 
tary errors which will doubtless be found in the follow- 
ing volumes, and to hope that I may, at some future 
time, find an opportunity of correcting them. 



BUENA YI8TA, FERKANDO PO, 

April 20, 1864. 
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A MISSION TO GELELE, 

KING OF DAHOME. 



CHAPTER I. 

I PALL IN LOVB WITH TERNASDO PO. 

This fertile soil, whioli eiijofi a. perpetual spring, is oonrideied a 
Bttong priaon, aa tliB load of speoties, tlie seat of disease, and the 
mansion of death. 

Said qf Bengal iy its Moslem conquerors. 

A Hha Fwmosa, the lovely island of Fernando Po, 
has, like most beauties, two different, indeed two oppo- 
site, aspects. 

About Christmas time she is in a state deeper than 
rest, — 

A kind of sleepy Yenns seemed Dada. 

Everything, in fiict, appears enwrapped in the rapture 
of repose. As the ship glides from the rolling, blustering 
Bights into that wonderfully still water, men come on 
deck feeling they know not what ; ^ela parte a Tamour, 
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8 MISSION TO GELELE. 

as the typical Frenchman remarka. The oil-like swell is 
too lazy to break upon the silent shore, the wind has 
hardly enough energy to sigh, the tallest trees nod and 
bend drowsily downwards, even the grass is, from 
idless, averse to wave : the sluggish clouds bask in the 
soft light of the sky, while the veiled eun seems in no 
hurry to run his course. Here no one would dream, as 
does our modern poet, of calling nature " sternly fair." 
If such he the day, conceive the cloister-like stillness 
of a night spent in the bosom of Clarence Cove. 
Briefly, Fernando Po, in the dry weather, is a Castle of 
Indolence, a Land of the Lotophagi, a City of the 
Living-Dead, 

But as I saw her in November, 1863, and as she 
had been for the six months preceding, the charmer 
was not to be recognised by that portrait. A change 
had come over her Madonna-like face — as is sometimes 
witnessed in the " human organism." The rainy season 
had set in earlier than usual ; it had opened in May, 
and in November it was not ended. A heavy arch of 
nimbus, either from the north-east or the north-west, 
gathered like a frown on the forehead of the dull grey 
firmament. Presently the storm came down, raving 
like a jealous wife. In a few moments it burst with a 
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I PALL m LOVE WITH PEENAHDO PO. 9 

flood of tears, a sheet of " solid water," rent and blown 
about by raging, roaring gusts, that seemed to hurry 
from every quarter in the very ecstasy of passion. 
Baleful gleams of red thready lightning fiashed Uke 
the glances of fiiry in weeping eyes, and deafening 
peals of thunder crashed overhead, not with the steady 
rumble of a European tempest, but sharp, sudden, and 
incisive as claps of feminine objurgation between fits of 
sobbing. These lively scenes were enacted during half 
the day, and often throughout the night : they passed off 
in lady-like sulks, a windless fog or a brown-blue veil 
of cloud settling hopelessly over the face of heaven 
and earth, till the unappeased elements gathered strength 
for a fresh outburst 

Amidst this caprice, these coquetries of the " Beau- 
tiful Island," man found it hard to Uve, but uncom- 
monly easy to die. Presently all that was altered, and 
the history of the metamorphosis deserves, I think, to 
be recorded. 

The shrew was tamed by an inch and a half of 
barometric altitude. The dictum of the learned Dr. 
Waltz, the Anthropologist, no longer holds good.* 

* " There ue many districts in AEriea where strangers, and espeoially 
EniopeaDB, oan neither live nor beeome aeolimated, whilst the uatirea 
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10 A MISSION TO 6ELELE. 

When I first landed on this island (September, 1861), 
Sta. Isabel, nie Clarence, the lowland town and harbour, 
was the only locality inhabited by the new Spanish 
colony. Pallid men were to be seen sitting or lolling 
languid in their verandahs, and occasionally crawling 
about the grass-grown streets, each with a cigarette 
hanging to hia lower lip. They persistently disappeared 
in the dry season, whilst their example was followed 
by the coloured " liberateds " and the colonists during 
the " balance " of the year. H. B. M.'s Consulate is 
situated unpleasantly neeir a military hospital : break- 
fast and dinner were irequently enlivened by the 
spectacle of a something covered with a blanket being 
carried in, and after due time a something within, a 
deal box being borne out on four ghastly men's shoul- 
ders. And strangers fled the place like a pestilence : 
sailors even from the monotonoufl " south coast," 
felt the etmui of Fernando Po to be deadly — grave- 
like. 

At length Yellow Fever, the gift of the " Grand 
Bonny," which was well-nigh depopulated, stalked over 

enjoj good bealtb. Baoh h the oaee in some parta of the Dftrfiir, tbe 
gTeater portion of Kordofan, Fernando Po, and Zanzibar." — Anthropo- 
logy of FrimitiTe Peoples, vol. L, excellentlj translated by J. Frederick 
Colli)igwoi>d, Ssq., F.A.S, London, TrUbnei and Co., 1663. 
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I FALL m LOTE ■WITH FERNANDO PO. 11 

the main in March, 1862, and in two months he s^ept 
off 78 out of a grand total of 250 white men.* 

The "Beautiful Island" was now going too far. 
Seeing tiiat the fever did not abate, H. E. the GoTernor 
de la Gandara detenmned to try the effects of altitude. 
A kind of " quartelillo " — infirmerie or haraque — waa 
hastily run up in twelve days, beginning from June 
22nd, 1862, by M. Tejero, Commandant of Military 
Engineers. The site, a kind of shelf over the village 
of Basile, about 400 metres above sea-level, received 
the name of Sta. Cecilia. On the day after its com- 
pletion, July 6th, nineteen p^niteatiaires, or political 
prisoners, the survivors of some thirty men that had 
died of yellow fever in the hulks, were transferred to 
the new quarters; two were lost by attacks of the 
same disease contracted on the seaboard, the rest of 
those condemned to travau^e fords kept their health, 

* On Aug. 38, 1859, \65 white wldiera, yonng aod [naked men, who 
had shipped at Cadiz, July 16, 1869, uriTed at Fernando Po, under H. 
B. the Governor de U Gtuidara, who is now fighting hie oonntry's bat- 
tlea in Santo Domingo. 

On July 16, 1883, after conclnding their three years' Krrioe, forlj- 
■even of these men returned to Spain. I have been unable to procure 
statistioB of their health or sickness sinoe that period. 

Of the 103 uaauolties, or more than two-thirds of the original nomber, 
thirty-five men died, mostly during the first eighteen months : the other 
seventy -three were sent heme invalided. 
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and were returned to their homes in November, 
1862. 

This old haraqm is now nearly always empty, being 
converted into a kind of lodging-house. Its dimensions 
are ll'SO metres long, by 6 broad, and raised on piles 
1-30 high ; the rooms are three in number, one large, 
of 6 mi^tres by 4'25, and the other two of 4*25 metres 
by 3. 

Seeing the excellent result of that experiment, H. E. 
Sr. D. Lopez de Ayllon, the present Governor, to whom 
these pages are respectfully inscribed, determined to 
increase operations. Major Osorio, of the Engineers, 
was directed to build a maiswi caserne, intended to 
accommodate white soldiers not wanted for duty at 
Sta. Isabel It was begun March 22nd, finished Sep- 
tember 5th, and opened November 30th, 1B63. The 
rez de cfiaussee lodges forty men, the second story as 
many more, whilst the first stage has rooms for the 
Governor, his aide-de-camp, and four officers. Besides 
these two lumber houses, there are tolerable stables for 
horses and mules, good roads well bridged, and a 
channel of mountain water, which the white soldiers, 
who can work in the sun with the thinnest of caps, 
have derived from Uie upper levels. About thirty men 
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"Were sent here. Their uumber has raried but little. 
DuriDg the five months from December, 1863, to April, 
1864, though there have been sporadii? local ca^es of 
simple intermittent fever — March, 1864, shows only 
one— and though dangerous diseases have been brought 
up from the lowlands, not a death has occurred. 

Thus, then, the first sanitarium in Western Africa 
owes its existence to the Spanish Colony, that dates 
only from the middle of 1859. As fer back as 1848, 
the late Captain Wm. Allen and Dr. Thompson, of 
the Niger Expedition, proposed a sanitary settlement at 
Victoria, on the seaboard below the Camaroons Moun- 
tain, a site far superior to Fernando Fo. Since their 
time, the measure has been constantly advocated by 
the late Mr. M. Laird. £ppur non si tnuove — ^Bri- 
tannia. She allows her "sentimental squadron" to 
droop and to die without opposing the least obstacle 
between it and climate. A few thousands spent at 
Camaroons or Fernando Po would, calculating merely 
the market value of seamen's lives, repay themselves 
in as many years. Yet not a word from the Great 
Mother I 

"When I compare St Louis of Senegal with Sierra 
Leone, or Lagos with Fernando Po, it ia my conviction 
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that a temporary something is gomg ■wrong with the 
popular constitution at home. If not, whence this 
■want of ener^, this new-bom apathy 1 Dr. Watson 
assures us that disease in England has now assumed an 
asthenic and adynamic type. The French said of us 
in the Crimea that Jean Bottle had shattered his uerres 
with too much tea. The Registrar-General suggests 
the filthy malaria of the overcrowded hodiernal English 
town as the fomes maiorum. The vulgar opinion is, 
that since the days of the cholera the Enghsbman 
(physical) has become a different being from his proto- 
type of those fighting times 'when dinner-pills were 
necessary. And we all know that 

Cest la constipatioii qne rend I'bomme rigonMnx. 

Whatever thB cause may be, an Englishman's lot is at 
present not enviable, and his children have a Herculean 
task "cut an 1 dry" before them. 

Nothing can be more genial and healthful than the 
place where I am writing these lines, the frame or 
plank-bouse built by D. Pellon, of the Woods and 
Forests, now absent on private affairs in Spain. The 
aneroid shows 29 instead of SO'l- — 30'4 inches, and 
the altitude does not exceed 800 feet. Yet after 
sunrise the thermometer (F.) often stands at 68°, 
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reddening the hands and cheeks of the white man. 
We can take exercise mentally and bodily without that 
burst of perspiration which follows every movement ia 
the lowlands, and we can repose withont the sensation 
which the " Beebee " in India defined as " feeling like a 
boiled cabbage." The view from the balcony facing 
north is charming. On the right are the remnants of 
a palm orchard ; to the left, an avenue of bananas 
leads to a clump of tropical forest ; and on both sides 
tumbles adown the basaltic rocks and stones a rivulet 
of pure cold mountain water — most delightful of baths 
— over which the birds sing loudly through the live- 
long day. In front is a narrow ledge of cleared ground 
bearing rose-trees two years old and fifteen feet high, 
a pair of coffee shrubs, bowed vfith scarlet berries, 
sundry cotton plants, by no means despicable, and a 
cacao, showing what the island would have been but 
for the curse of free labour.* Beyond the immediate 

* " "Without Blares," gays Koeler (Notizen aber Bonny), " the fertile 
tropical valleys would be nnptoduatire and deserted, as nhite men 
cannot labour there in the open air." The qnestion ia, whether the 
world has been. sufSciently cleared to enable men te dispense with forced 
labour ? At Fernando Fo, the hire of a £ruman, who does about one- 
fifth of an Englishman's work, amounts, all things included, to thirty 
shillings a week. The eipresaion in the text is not too atrong. Mr. 
Lee, Frofessor of Agridultural Chemistry in the nniverdty of Georgia, 
eetimatea the manual requirements of the Southern States at one millioa 
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foreground there is a slope, hollowed in the centra, and 
densely covered with leek-greeu and yellow-green 
grasses of the Holcus kind now finding farour in 
England, and even here fragrant, when cut, as northern 
hay. The drop is suflSciently abrupt below to fall 
without imperceptible gradation into the rolling plain, 
thick and dark with domed and white-boled trees, which 
separate the mountain from the Bthiopic main. The 
white houses of Sta. Isabel glisten brightly on the 
marge ; beyond it the milky-blue expanse of streaked 
waters stretches to the bent bow of the horizon ; and 
on the right towers, in solitary majesty, a pyramid 
of Natm-e's handiwork, "Mongo raa Lobah," the 
Mount of Heaven,* now capped with indistinct cloud, 
then gemmed with snow.t and reflecting from its 
golden head the gorgeous tropical sunshine; whilst 
over all of earth and sea and sky there is that halo of 
atmosphere which is to landscape what the hght of 
youth is to human loveliness. 

ot men for twenty yeare, and regard* it as "proTidendal that there 
ehonld be k mitoh uaeoiployed power in human miuoles in Western 

* The topmost peak of the Camaroona Monstain, so called by the 
natives. 

t To talk of moT so n«ar the Line I The erudite Hi. Cooley vill 
certainly aweai it b dolomite. 
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And as night first glooms ia the Eaet, the new 
borrows fresh heauties &om iDdistinctness. The varied 
tints make way for the different shades of the same 
colour that mark the several distances, and hardlj 
can the eye distinguish in the offing land from sea. 
Broken lines of mist-rack rise amongst the trees of the 
baaal plain, following the course of some streamlet, like 
a string of giant birds flushed from their roosts. The 
moon sleeps sweetly upon the rolling banks of foliage, 
and from under the shadowing trees issue, weird fan- 
tastic figures, set off by the emerald light above. In 
the growing silence the tinkle of the two rivulets 
becomes an audible bass, the treble being the merry 
cricket and the frog praying lustily for rain, whilst the 
palms whisper mysterious things in their hoarse bari- 
tone. The stars shine bright, twinkling as if frost were 
in the air ; we have eliminated the thick stratum of 
atmosphere that overhangs the lowlands, and behind us, 
in shadowy grandeur, neither blue nor brown nor pink, 
but with a blending of the three, and sometimes 
enwrapped in snowy woolpack so dense as to appear 
soUd against the deep azure, the Kco Santa Isabel, the 
highest crater in the island, rises softly detached from 
the cirrus-flecked nocturnal sky. 
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Life, as an American missionary remarked, is soine- 
what primitive at Buena Vista, but it is not the less 
pleasant. An hour of work in my garden at sunrise 
and sunset, when the scenery is equally beautiful, hard 
reading during the day, and after dark a pipe and a 
new book of travels, this is tiie"/aUentis semila vitce" 
which makes one shudder before plunging once more 
into the cold and swirling waters of society — of civi-- 
Uzation. My "niggers" are, as Krumen should be, 
employed all the day long in clearing, cutting, and 
planting — it is quite the counterpart of a landowner's 
existence in the Southern States. Nothing will pre- 
vent them calling themselves my " children," that is to 
say, my slaves ; and indeed no white man who has 
lived long in the outer tropics can prevent feehng that 
he is pro tempore the lord, the master, and the pro- 
prietor of the black humanity placed under him. It is 
true the fellows have no overseer, consequently there is 
no whip ; punishment resolves itself into retrenching 
rum and tobacco ; moreover, they come and go as they 
please. But if a little " moral influence " were not 
applied to their lives, they would be dozing or quarrel- 
ling all day in their quarters, and twanging a native 
guitar half the night, much to their own discomfort and 
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more to their owDer's. Consequently I keep them to 
their work. 

At certain hours the bugle-call from Santa Cecilia 
intimates that all about me is not saragerj. And 
below where the smoke rises "a-twisten blue" from the 
dense plantation of palms, lies a rich study for an 
ethnologist — ^Baaile, the Bub6 village. No white man 
has lived long enough amongst this exceptional race 
of Femandians to describe them minutely, and, as a 
rule, they have been grossly and unjustly abused.* 
A few lines will show the peculiarities which distinguish 
them from other African tribes. 

The Bube — who, as may be proved by language, is 
an aborigine of the mainland — has forgotten his origin, 



* Bosman (A New and Aooni&ta DeBcription of tlie Coast of Oninea, 
tTanalated into English, ITOo) Kems to have led the v&j, and others 
hare repeated him. " The island of Fernando Fo is inhabited b^r a Bavage 
and ornel sort of people, whioh he that deals with onght not to tiost. I 
neither can nor will say more of them." 

It is hard to disooTei whence was derived the word Adiyah or Eediyah, 
which all writers have oopied from the Niger Expedition of Messrs. 
Allen and Thompson, and have applied to the Bab6 raoe. The fact ia, the 
Femandian, as might he expected, has no national name, foi " adijah " 
is probably derived from adios, arios, aroa, the salntation borrowed from 
the old Spanish oolony long extinct. Bub6 (not "buhi," or "booby,") 
means, not "friend," but " man," a frequent address as the Castilian 
homhre, and thus assumed by strangers as the popular appellation. In 
"High Bub6," "adyah" means "the moon," which in the Tulgar is 
" baliejio." 
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and he wisely gives himself no trouble about it. If you 
ask him whence he comes, he replies " from his mother ;" 
whither he goes, and he answers "to DrJkhatta ra 
Busala'be* if a bad man," and "to Lubakko 'pwa (the 
akj) if he has been a good Bube." He has a conception 
of and a name for the Creator, Rupe or Ernpe, but be 
does not perplex himself with questions of essence and 
attribute, personality and visibility. Perhaps in this 
point too he shows good sense. He is also, you may 
be sure, not without an evil principle, Busala 'he, who 
acts as it were chief of police. 

Coming down from the things of heaven to those of 
earth, the Femandian is " aristocratic," an out-and-out 
conservative ; no oldest Tory of the old school can 
pretend to rival him. But in many points his attach- 
ment to ancient ways results not from prejudice, but 
from a tradition founded upon sound instinct. He 
will not live near the sea for fear of being kidnapped, 
also because the over-soft air effeminates his frame. 
He reiuses to build higher up the mountains than 2000 
to 3000 feet, as his staff of life, the palm and the plan- 
tain, will not flourish in the raw air and rugged ground. 

• Literally, kingdom (drikhfttta) of the deTil (bad ghost). So, the 
sky or heaven is also called Drikhatta ra Rape, i'^., Kingdom of Ood. 
Possibly these aie European ideas grafted upon the African mind. 
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He confines himself therefore to the exact zone in which 
the medical geographer of the present age would place 
him — above the fatal fever level, and below the line 
of dysentery and pneumonia. His farm is at a 
distance from his cottage, to prevent domestic animals 
finding their way into it; his yam fields, which 
supply the finest crops, are as pretty and as neatly 
kept as vineyards in Burgundy, and he makes the 
best " topi " or palm toddy in Western Africa. His 
habitation is a mere shed without walls : he is a 
Spartan in these matters. Nothing will persuade 
him to wear, beyond the absolute requirements of 
decency, anything warmer than a thin coat of palm oil ; 
near the summit of the mountain, 10,000 feet above sea 
level, I have offered him a blanket, and he has preferred 
the fire. His only remarkable, somewhat " fashionable "- 
looking article of dress is an extensive wicker hat 
covered with a monkey skin, but this is useful to pre- 
vent tree snakes failing upon bis head. He insists 
upon his wife preserving the same toilette, minus the 
hat^-oh, how wise ! If she does not come up to his 
beau ideal of fidelity, he cuts off, first her left hand, 
then her right, lastly, her throat ; a very just sequence.* 

* In Nottbem Eatope and Ameriaa the injured hnsbaod kilb tbe 
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He is not a slave nor will he keep slaves ; he holds 
them to be a vanity, and justly, because he can work for 
himself. He is no idler ; after labouring at his farm, he 
will toil for days to shoot a monkey, a "philantomba" 
{alias " fritamba"), or a flying squirrel. Besides being a. 
sportsman, he has his manly games, and I should not 
advise every one to tackle him with quarter-staff"; his 
alpenstock is a powerful and a vrell-wielded weapon. 
Though so highly conservative, he is not, as some might 
imagine, greatly destitute of intelligence : he pronoimcea 
our harsh and diflScult English less incorrectly than 
any West African tribe, including the Sierra Leonite. 
Brightest of all is his moral character : you may 
safely deposit rum and tobacco — ^that is to say, gold and 
silver— in his street, and he will pay his debt aa surely 
as the Bank of England.* And what caps his worldly 
wisdom, is his perfect and perpetual suspiciousness. 
He never will tell you his name, he never receives you 

lover ; in Asia and Soutbem Europe be kills the ^fe. Wliich proceed- 
ing la the more seneible ? Can any man in his senses believe in the 
sednotion of a married womsn ? Credat Creswell Cre»ieell .' 

* I allnde of ooarse to the Bub6 in his natural and unsopbistiosted 
state, not to him as oorropted by Europeans and Krumeo. Mr. Win- 
wood Reade, the authoi of an amusing and piotaresqne book, " Savage 
Africa," unfortunately rieited only "Banapa," one of the worst speci- 
mens of a Bubs village. Aa a rule, the Femandian bas little of the 
ignoble appearance that characterizes the true Negro, 
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as a friend, he never trusts you, even when you bring 
gifts ; he vrill turn out armed if you enter his village 
at an unseasonable hour, and if you are fond of collect- 
ing vocabularies, may the god of speech direct you ! 
The fact is, that the plunderings and the kidnappings 
of bygone days are burned into his memory : he knows 
that such things have been, and he knows not when 
they may again be. So he confines himself to the 
society of his native hamlet, and he makes no other 
intimacies, even with the fellowmen whose village smoke 
he sees curling up from the neighbouring dell.* 
• *««*« 

After two years of constant quarrelling the beautiful 

* Some of the Hdoapping tale* that still linger on this coast, Bbow tlia 
struts into whioh, at times, men were driven for a cargo. At Annobom, 
There the people ara Kegro-Porluguese, thej are ever looking forward 
to hearing mass from the mouth of a priest. A Spaniard learning this, 
diesied up a pair of ecal^siastios, landed them, and whilst the faaotion 
was proceeding, aei»d the whole congregation, and carried them tri- 
nmphantl]' to market. 

The following commonioatdon will show the valoe of Fenundian 
cotton. Bnt, iJas I labonr is at 30«. per week :— 
"cotton stpplt association. 

"OfKoes: So. 1, Newall's BoildingH, 

"Manchester, February, 1864. 
" Captain £. F. Burton, H. B. M. Consul, 
" Fernando Po, 
"Sir, — Your communicatinn, with the two samples of cotton, had 
the due attention of our Committee, and I have now to hand yon their 
report upon, the tatter. 
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island aud I aro now " fast friends." It is perhaps as 
well to " begin with a little aversion." * 

" 1st. Fenumdo Fo. — Doll in oolonr, dean, ttaiple fine, and fair length ; 

Talae 2Bd. per lb. 
" 2nd. Congo. — Dull brown ooloui, staple couse and weak; valne 
21d. per lb. 
Uiddling Orieana Cotton being worth 2B^d. per lb. 
" The Committee would be glad to learn that Buah cotton as your 
samples, especially tbe first, oould be sent &om Fernando Po in large 
quantities to this district, where trade ii langnishing, and oar popola- 
tion so severely suffering for wont of a supply of such cotton. 

"We shall be glad to have any further particulars respecting the pro- 
duction of your immediate neighbourhood, and the price at which such 
as your sample No. 1 can be collected, and any other information you 
may be kindly disposed to furnish. 

"lam. Sir, 

" Tours respectfully, 
(Signed) " Isaac Watts, Secretary." 

* The following sick list is taken from ofG.oial documents, compiled at 
Fernando Fo. Of thirty invalids, sent up from the lowlands in Novem- 
ber, 1863, there soffered from— 



Fever (simple and intermittent) 
„ (remittent malignant) 
„ (intermittent malignant) 

Dysentery .... 

Various .... 



14 16 11 1 



Total 

It must be observed that in all oases, except those of simple inter- 
mitt«nts, the disease was oontraoted in the lowlanda ; moreover, that of 
sixty-three, the grand total, not a patient died. 
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I DO NOT BECOME " PAST FEIBNDS " WITH LAGOS. 

On Not. 29, 1863, 1 embarked on board H. M. S. S. 
Antelope, Lieut-Commander AUingham. A red en- 
sign at the fore, manned yards, and a salute of 17^ 
guns, banished from my brain all traces of Buena Vista 
and the Bube. Our cruize was eventless. We of 
course fell in with a tornado off Cape Formoso, the 
gentle projection in the hypothenuse of the Nigerian 
Delta. The good old iron paddle-wheeler, howeyer, 
though no " skimmer of the seas," advanced at ease 
through the impotent blast. On Dec. 2, we found our- 
selves rolling in the roads of pestilential Lagos, our 
lullaby the sullen distant roar, whilst a dusky white gleam 
smoking over the deadly bar in the darkening horizon 
threatened us with a disagreeable landing at the last, 
the youngest, and the most rachitic of Great Britain's 
large but now exceedingly neglected family of colonies. 
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H. M. S. S. Investigator was signalled for on the 
next day; the Handy being as usual "unhandy" — 
broken down. The acting commander of the former, 
Mr. Adlam, kindly gave me an in-paasage to ship 
the presents sent by the Foreign Office for the King 
of Dahome. 

The town, however, and the townspeople as well, 
wore a new and greatly improved appearance, the work 
of the great benefactor of West African cities, " General 
Conflagration." Three fires had followed one another 
in regular succession through November, December, and 
January, 1863 ; and the fire god will continue to "rule 
the roast " till men adopt some more sensible style of 
roofing than thatch and " Calabar mats." There was 
'also a distinct improvement in local morals since the 
days when the charming English spinster landed here, 
and was obliged by the excited and non-culottees natives 
to be escorted back to her papa's ship by two gentle- 
men with drawn swords. 

Nudity has been made penal. Where impaled 
corpses of men and dogs scandalized eye and nose, and 
where a foul mass of hovel crowded down to the beach, 
now runs a broad road, a Marine Parade, the work of 
the first governor, Mr. Coskry, during his short but 
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useful reign. Finally, Sydney Smith's highest idea of 
civil goverament, a street constable, everywhere glad- 
dens the Britisher's sight. In France we should have 
seen the piou-piou; in England they prefer the " peeler ;" 
and the peeler-governed scoff and wag the head at the 
piou-piou-ruled, and vice versa. I confess to holding 
that British Praetorian, tho policeman, to be Uke the 
beefsteak, and Professor Holloway's pill — a bore, a world- 
wide nuisance : the " meteor flag of England " nover 
seems to set upon him. Camoens might have ad- 
dressed him as another Sebastian : — 

Thou being dread ! upon vhose glorious Bwaj- 
The oriflnt sun first pours his quiok'ning beam, 

And views tbee from tbe heaven's middle waj, 
Aod lights tbee smOing with hia latest gleam. 

et caetera. 

On the other hand, nothing could be worse than the 
animus between white and black and white-black; it 
was systematically aggravated by the bad prints of the 
coast, and by the extra-philanthropic portion of the 
fourth estate at home. The place is also, I hare said, 
pestilential ; out of a grand total of seventy Europeans, 
not less than nine have lately died in thirteen days 
others are expected to follow, and no man is safe al 
Lagos for a week. Breathing such an air, with sucl 
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an earth below them, with such a sun above them, and 
with such waters within them, it is hardly to be won- 
dered at that the L^oonist's temper is the reverse of 
mild. 

Thus we arrived at an evil hour ; all stood in armed 
peace, alert for war ; and the hapless Investigator put 
the laat strain on the back of Patience. Startled by the 
display of fight, I hastily collected the presents, whilst 
Mr. Joha Cruikshank, the Assistant-Surgeon, R.N., 
detailed on duty to Dahome, obliged me by laying ia a 
few stores. On December 4th we hurried from the City 
of Wrath. The bar showed blinders only ; we would 
have crossed it had the breakers risen mountains high. 

On Saturday, December 5th, we anchored off noto- 
rious Whydah, a few hours too late to catch the last 
glimpse of the Rattlesnake's top-gear. This was un- 
lucky. Commodore Wilmot, commanding West Coast 
of Africa, who, taking the warmest interest in the 
mission, had adopted every possible measure to forward 
its success, after vainly awaiting my coming for nearly 
a fortnight, was compelled by circumstances to steam 
northward. Thus it was my fate to miss the only 
officer on the coast who knew anything about Dahome, 
and thus coUation of opinion became impossible. 
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CHAPTER III. 

WE ENTER WHYDAH IN STATE. 

The necessity of sending on a messenger to the 
King, ■who was preparing for his own Customs, and 
for my reception at Kana, detained H. M. S. Antelope 
till December- 8th, when a special invitation returned 
to Whydah. 

For some days the weather had been too dark to 
permit a fair Yiew of a country so much extolled by 
old travellers, and which Captain Thomas Phillips * has 
described as the "pleasantest land in Guinea." But 
even under the clearest sky, with the present deadening 
influences, when the hand of the destroyer has passed 
over its towns and villages and fields, the traveller 
must not expect to find, like his brotherhood of the last 

* Journal of a Yojage to AfricBi and Saibadoea. B; Thos. Phillips, 
Commander of the "Hannibri,'' of London, 1693-94, It ia a quaint 
old Ic^-book, and suppIieB a good aceount of independent Wbrdah. 
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and even the present century, the "champaigns and 
small ascending hills beautified with always green shady 
groves of lime, wild orange, and other trees, and irri- 
gated with divers broad fresh rivers," And of the 
multitude of little villages that belonged to Whydah in 
the days of her independence, it may be said that their 
ruins have perished.* 

We landed as ceremoniously as I had embarked. 
The Commodore had dwelt long enough in Africa and 
amongst the Africans, properly to appreciate the e&csxy 
of " apparatus " in the case of the first Government 
mission. Comipander Ruxton, R.N., whose gun-vessel, 
the Pandora, still remained in the roads when H. M. S. 
Antelope, after firing her salute, departed, kindly 
accompanied us. After a rough and stormy night we 
landed, at 10 a.m., in a fine surf-boat belonging to 
Mr. Dawson, of Cape Coast Castle, ex-missionary and 
actual merchant at Whydah ; its strong knees and the 
rising cusps of the stem and stern acting as weather- 
boards, are required in these heavy seas that dash upon 

* sir. Dancan, Yol. I. p. 185, found &ae farms, six to aevea miles 
from 'Whydah, with clean and comfortable hoows, ohiedy the work of 
Foolah and Eya (Oyo?) captives relnnied from the Brazils. " This" — 
Hay B that traveller — " would seem to prove that to this country slavery 
is not without its good as well as bad eSects," 
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the ill-femed Slaye-coast. We remarked a little external 
bar, separated by a deep longitudinal line, tbe home of 
sharks, &om the steep sandy beach ; it must act as 
a breakwater when the surf is not over-heavy. We 
landed amid song and shout, in the usual way ; shun- 
ning great waves, we watched a " smooth," paddled in 
violently upon the back of some curUng breaker, till the 
boat's nose was thrown high and dry upon the beach ; 
were snatched out by men, so as not to be washed back 
by the receding water, and gained terra firma without 
suspicion of a wetting. Such, however, was not the 
case with our boxes ; indeed baggie rarely has such 
luck. On the beach we were met by the Rev. Peter 
W. Bemasko, native teacher, and principal of the 
Wesleyan Mission, Whydah, and taking refuge from 
the sun in a hut-shed belonging to Mr, Dawson, the 
party waited half an hour, till all had formed in 
marching order. 

The Hu-ta,* praya, or sea-beach of the " Liverpool of 

* Except when abBoIately necessary for explanation, I shall not ase, in 
ivriting natire vocablee, accents oi diacritical maiks : these serre only 
to puzzle the reader, without enabling him to teprodnoe the sound o£ 
foreign words. 

In thefatnrediottonarieB, however, tbe words moat be distinguished by 
accents, not as in English, by spelling, e.g., "boy" and "buoy," "thy" 
and *' thigh," and so forth. Amongst the kindred Egbaa the native 
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Dahome," is a sand-bank rising some 20 feet above 
sea level, and bright with the usual aalsolaceous plants. 
There are no dwelling-houses, nor do the white mer- 
chants of the upper town often sleep here. Seven 
several establishments of mat roofs and mud walk (the 
French being incomparably the best), serve for storing 
cargo, and for transacting business during the day. 
There are usually three to four ships rolhng in the 
roads, and the more sanguine declare that the great 
slave port might, if she pleased, export 10,000 tons of 
palm oil (340,000/.) per annum. 

The Whydah escort of twenty men having duly 
saluted us with muskets, began the march towards 
their town, shouting and firing, singiug and dancing. 
Our party was headed by a Kruman from Commander 
Kuxton's ship, carrying the white and red-crossed fl^ 
of St. George, attached to a boa*-ding pike ; followed 
five hammocks with an interpreter, and my crew of 
six Krumen, armed, and brilliantly clad in " bargees' " 
red nightcaps, and variegated pocket-handkerchieis, 
scanty as the old ccUepon at once liappy Biarritz, We 



etymology of English words has run wild, e.g., " Tamahaoa" toz Thomp- 
son, " Wiremu," as in Kew Zealand, for WiUiams, and " Piripi " for 
Philip. 
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were exhorted to take and to keep patience, the task 
before us being a foretaste of what would sorely try ns 
at the capital. 

A few yards of loose sand led out of the factory site 
to the Lagoon, a river-like but semi-stagnant stream, 
dotted with httle green aits, running parallel with and 
close to the shore. Its breadth was 300 yards, and 
it wetted the hips, being deeper in December of the 
^' dries," than I had seen it in June. For this reason 
some have suspected that it comes from the far north, 
where the rains which have now ended on the coast are 
still heavy. It is a boon to the people, who finding all 
their wants in its quiet waters, are not driven to tempt 
the ravenous sharks and the boisterous seas outside. 
The Lagoon fish is excellent ; there is a trout-like 
species with a very delicate flavour, and here, as on the 
Grold Coast, many prefer the lighter leuten diet to meat. 
Its oysters are good enough when cooked ; before being 
eaten i-aw, their insipidity should be corrected by keep- 
ing for some time in salt water,* and by feeding with 

* The Ltgoon ia salt oo\y whea the sea flows into it at high water. 
The people then wait till the tide baa ebbed, and find on the mad- 
sarfaoe aa effloreaaenoe of aalt, like hooi-frost, the work of rapid 
eTaporation. It is aoraped together, and packed ia log huts for im- 
portfttion bland : most people prefer it ia iU original dirty and mnddf 
state, others clean and whiten it by boiling. 
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oatmeal. We savt piles of shells large enough for a 
thousand " grottos," and were told that this is the only 
lime and nvhitewash in the land. 

From the Lagoon we issued upon the De-nun,* or 
custom-house, also called Je-sin-nun, — "Salt water side." 
The dirty clump of ragged mat-huts stands on a little 
sandy oasis, garnished with full and empty barrels, with 
whole and broken canoes and fishing nets, with porters at 
work, and with a few women sitting for sale before their 
little heaps of eatables, in fact, with all the parapher- 
nalia of an African fishing village, including noise and 
" Billingsgate." 

The two direct miles of swamp and sand between the- 
De-nun and the town is a facsimile in miniature of the 
fifty miles between Whydah and Agbome. It is a 
" duver," — a false coast : not a pebble the size of a pea 



• "De-min,"whichMr. Diincui(Vol, I, p, 282) writes " Dtheno," and 
evidently thinkH to be & proper name, e.g., " the small kroom (a Oold 
Coast iTOrd] of Dtheno," is tbe " Bode" of the Egbas or Akaa. The 
word " De" meana custom-house dues; "nun," properly "mouth," or 
" side," iB a monosyllable of many Eignifioations, De-gan is the custom- 
hoDse " captain," who, as well as his guards, is locally called DeoimerOr 
from the Portuguese. The reader will ubserre that the terminal n in 
Dahoman words, is invariably a pnre nasal, and tonnds like the French 
fraison." In " J e- sin-nun," the first word signides " salt," the second 
" water," and the nasal ia so little defined, that an Eoglifh ear would 
distinguish only "see," or "ai." 
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is to be found, which fact suffices- to prore the land to 
be the gift of the sea, not a sweep from the northern 
rocky mount^ns by rivers, rain, or gradual degradation. 
As in lower Yoruba generally, the sandy soil would be 
very unproductive but for the violent rains. The surface 
is a succession of " small downes," dorses and gentle 
ridges running parallel with the shore from east to west, 
not unhke the wrinkles or landwaves behind S. Paul de 
Loanda. Each rise is bounded north and south by low 
ground, almost on the Lagoon's level, with deep water 
during the rains, rarely quite dry, and at all times a 
fetid and malarious formation. These features in the 
upper country are often of considerable size, and three 
of them, as will be seen, were the natural frontiers of 
independent principalities. After the last water, a 
steady but almost imperceptible rise, like that from 
Kana to Agbome, leads to the town of Whydah. 
The road Is detestable, and absolutely requires ham- 
mock men ; the slave-dealerB have persuaded the autho- 
rities that whilst it is in this state, their town will be 
less Uable to unfriendly visits. 

Passing up a marigot or branch channel, worn down 
by porters' feet to a deep wet ditch, we soon reached 
the half-way place, a second sandy oasis, the site of 
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the Tillage of Zumghoji.* It is a poor place — an en- 
lai;ged edition of the De-min — contaiDisg a few thatched 
mat-huts, with " compounds," or bartons, of the same 
material, and outlying fields of grmn and vegetables, 
where Fetish cords acted hedges. We all descended 
from our hammocks, despite the heat, to greet the head 
Fetish-man, a dignitary hi, and cosy as ever was the 
/rate or the parson of the good old times. He stood 
with dignity under a white " Kwe-ho," the tent-um- 
brella, which here marks the caboceer ; it was somewhat 
tattered, because these spiritual men care not to make 
a show of splendour. He snapped fingers with us, after 
" Country custom," palm never being apphed to pahn 
except by the Europeanised ; as throughout Yoruba 
the thumb and mid-index are sharply withdrawn on 
both sides after the mutual clasp, and this is repeated 
twice to four times, the former being the general 
number. After the greeting, he sat down upon what is , 
called a Gold-Coast stool, cut out of a single block of 



* The Ffon, or DAboman, a dialect of Ute great Yomba familj, has, 
like the Egba, or Abeokntao, langoage a Q and a Ob, the latter at fint 
inandiUe to our eara, and diffioalt to artianlate without long piaetitte. 
On the other biwd, it has a P {e.g., id Po-bu), as well aa a Ep (for 
instance, lipakpa, a duck), whereas the Egba possesses oniy the 
latter. 
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■wood,* whilst two young if not pretty wives handed ta 
us drinking water in small wine-glasaes. This appears 
to be a thorough Dahoman peculiarity, which extends 
even to the Court. When pure t the element is con- 
sidered a luxury, it serves to prepare the mouth for 
something more genial, and it is a sign that treachery 
ia not intended. We were then regaled with rum — 
Brazilian Caxa^a — too sour even for Huston's Kruman, 
who regarded the proceedings of the day with the 
goguenard air of a Parisian diminutif at a rustic 
Moire's ball. Three toasts are demanded by ceremony, 
and they must be dmnk standing. You bow, you 
choquez the glasses in continental style, and you 
exclaim, " Sin diyye ! " — " This is water ! " — ^when it 
is not — and your compotator responds " Sin ko " f — 
" (May the) Water (cool your) throat ! " In former 
days the spirits used to be poured from one glass into 

* Whenlost in England, I BB\rBnndi7 of these artiolea at the TnrkUIi 
Itatli in Jermyn Street, and very rnuoh out of place they looked. 

t At WhydBh the wells are aboat thirty feet deep, and the water is 
bad : they want a lining of lime and charooal at the hottom. In the 
English fort, aeoording to Mi. Doncan (Tol, I. p, 120), after digging 
twenty feet deep, the soil was the same aa at the top : at twelve feet they 
oame upon a family aepulehre, deoomposed homan bones, and rusty 
anklets and armlets. 

X The in thi« word, aa in Fo-sa, is sounded maeh like aw in the 
English " yawn." 
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all the others, showing that they did nob contain poison. 
The custom is now obsolete. Happily it is unnecessary 
to swallow all the trade stuff to which hospitality is 
here reduced ; you touch it with the lips, and hand it 
to a neighbour, who is certain to leave no heel-taps. 
Tf he be a common fellow, and you wish to be peculiarly 
countrified, you sign to bim to kneel ; he opens his 
gape like a fledgling to its parent, without touching 
the cup or glass, and you toss the contents into his 
mouth, taking care that half of it should deluge his 
beard, if he has any.* 

After again snapping fingers, which, barbarous at it 
is, I infinitely prefer, near the Line, to hand-shaktng, 
we remounted hammocks, and crossed the 400 yards 
of Zumgboji's sandy islet. At the further end we 
again alighted to receive the compliments of the village 
captainf — here . all are captains — a thin, and almost 
black old man, the type of a Dahoman Caboceer. He 
presented us with kola nut {Sierculia acuminata) and 
Malaguetta pepper {Amomum granum parodist), which 



* Some of the vaggish kings hsTe jdsAo their seiruits lie flat 
on the gronnd, and rralloir, in that poaitioii, a bottle of ram at a, 
draught. 

t The Dshoman word ii " gao : " our caboceer ii a eormption. of tha 
LuBitanO'Airicaii " cabooeiro," a bead man. 
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greatly resemble the Pan supari or 
areca nut and betel leaf of the East lodiaDS.* After a 
few minutes we were once more allowed to adyance. 
Another brownish-yellow water, with a black miry sole 
which called loudly for quinine, formed the path ; then 
we issued upon a hot open sandy and grass-cleared 
road, -15 feet broad, and leading with gradual ifp-slope 
to the town. In the middle of it is a dwarf ficus, 
called the " Captain's Tree," because here the first 
reception ceremony of merchant skippers has been 
from days of old and is still performed. The place 
around is named Agonji — the "Gronnegee" of the 
History — where enemies have so often encamped when 
attacking Whydab. Under the friendly shade we saw 
a table spread with a bit of white calico clotb, and 
around it the Mission boys had ranged chairs. Whilst 
expecting the town caboceers we had an opportunity 
of glancing at Whydah land. 

The country now wears an unwholesome aspect, and 
the smell reminds ma of the Campagna di Eoma, 
threatening ferer and dysentery. The tall grass is not 

* The Preface to the Hiktoiy of Dahome, written by some URknamt 
hand, and unworthy of the reet of the book, cocfuaes them, iaforining us 
. that the koU grows on loftj treea, and seemed to Bosnian to be a Epeciea 
of the " arekn ot beetle." — p. ii. 
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yet ripe for burning ; in two montha it will disappear, 
I'cndering an ambuscade impossible, and allowing a 
pretty view of Whydah. Not a tenth of the land is 
cultivated ; the fallow system is uniyei-sal, and when a 
man wants fresh ground he merely brings a little dash 
to the caboceer. The cultiYators will begin in February 
to fire the stubbles, and the women Tvill turn up the 
earth with hoes, and let the charred stalks and roots 
decny into manure. The seed is sown by two sowers ; 
one precedes, and drills the ground with a bushman's 
stick or a hoe handle ; the second puts in the grain and 
covers it with the heel, an operation left to a third 
person if there be more than two. The seeds are not 
mixed. From three to four grains of maize, sis to ten 
of (juiuea corn, and two of beans, are deposited, against 
risk of loss, in the same hole. The first harvest takes 
place in .September. The people will then at once 
burn, hoe, and sow again, getting in the second crop 
about December. In the interior the winter yield often 
does not ripen till January or February, and if the 
light showers of the season are deficient, it is burned 
by the sun. The produce, though not counted, is said to 
bo n hundredfold. This should satisfy the agriculturist, 
however covetous. Truly it is said that whilst the poor 
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man in the North is the son of a pauper, the poor man 
in the Tropics is the son of a prince. 

We were not kept waiting long ; at that time no 
great men lingered in Whydah. As usual the junior 
ranks preceded. Each party, distinct like our regi- 
ment, advanced under its own flag, closely followed by 
its band, composed of four kinds of instruments, which 
can hardly be called musical. The rattle is a bottle- 
shaped gourd covered with a netting of fine twine, to 
which are attached snake's vertebrsB ; it is held in the 
right, with the neck downwards, and tapped against a 
thin strip of wood in the other hand. There are 
also decanter-shaped rattles of woven fibre, containing 
cowries, but these are not common. The drums are of 
many varieties, and all of unequal sizes, to vary the 
sounds : that which takes the lead is the hollowed log, 
described by all travellers from Jamaica to Zanzibar, 
and to African ears it is full of meaning as a telegram. 
The horn is a small scrivello with a large oblong bole 
near the point, so as to act as a speaking-trumpet, and 
pierced at the top, where the left thumb, by opening or 
closing it, converts it into a two-noted bugle. Mungo 
Park commends it for its resemblance to the human 
voice ; an older traveller describes it as " making a 
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grating bellowing noise, like a company of bulls or am- 
negros." The panigan,* or African cymbal, as it is 
unaptly called, is generally a single unbrazed tongue- 
less bell, about a foot long, including tbe handle, which 
is either of solid iron or brass, and sometimes silver 
knobbed, or of pierced metal- work ; a thin bit of bamboo, 
some ten to eleven inches long, causes the tube to give 
out a small dead sound. It is the Chingufu of the 
South Coast, and my ears still tingle with its infliction 
on the lake Tanganyika. Sometimes this "gong-gong" 
is double, a shorter appendage being lashed or soldered 
to the larger inatrumeat at the apices by an angle of 
45°, or a pair of similar-sized bells are connected by an 
arched iron bar. The player strikes first the loiig then 
the short tube, thus — ^ting I tang 1 or in double sets, one, 
two I one, two t This renders the sound different 
(similar to our public clocks in England when striking 
the quarters), and two notes become evident Nor is 
the band complete without the voice accompaniment of 
fierce shouting and singing which would almost drown 
the organ of Haarlem. 

After each band came a shabby white um- 

* The performer ia called Fani-gan (goBg-gong), ho (beat or strike), 
and to (ke «rho does). 
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breUa** of vbich there were five, denoting the number of 
oi^nels or soldier chie&. They were distingoished by a 
superior dress ; one man wore a dwarf pair of polished 
silrer horns fastened to a lanyard fillet, and projecting 
above the organ of " Causality ."+ They were followed 
each by a highlander's " tail," and the total may hare 
amounted to 250 men. The greater number wore the 
uniform of the- English or Blue Company, hare called 
"Brd" indigo-dyed tunics or kilts extending to the 
knee and loosely closed orer the breast, and cotton 
cai^ or white fillets, with sprawling crocodiles of azure 
hue sewn on to them, one on each side of the head. Ko 
two costumes were quite ahke ; some had bark strips 
in their hair, round their waists, and fastened to their 
billy-codc hats ; others wore felta and straws ; whilst all 
had their Fetishes or charms — birds' claws and small 
wooden dolls smeared red as though with blood. The 
" Ffou Chokoto," the Egban Shokoto, and the East Indian 



* Thnogliout Africa, like Asia, it is a ugn of dignity. Here it it 
Ggnratirelj used for the digoitaiy himielf. " Seven umbrellas have 
Mien," means as many eommanding offieen liBTe beea killed. 

t M, Wullon, Lieatenaut de Taieteao, who twice Tiaited Agbonne 
in 1856 and 1838, anys that these homs are a sign of ennaahry, but they 
aie Dot BO. — Le Boysume de Dahomey (Eevue Msritime ct Cdoniale, 
Ao&t, 1661 ; a seoond part, containiag that officer's jonmey to Agbonne, 
was promieed, but has never, I believe, appeared). 
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JanghifS, femoralia, or short drawers, hardly reaching 
to the knee, must, by imperial order, be worn under the 
war tunic by all the soldiery, male and female ; some- 
times long calico tights, in Moslem fashion, are seen. 
Their axms were tolerable miiskets, kept in very good 
order, but of course invariably flint ; useless horse pistols, 
short swords, and African battle-axes with blades three 
fingers broad and the tangs set in the hafts. Their 
ammunition was supposed to be contained in home- 
made cartridge-bo^es of European pattern or in ban- 
doleers, which acted for waist-belts, and comprised 
about a dozen wooden cylinders, like needle-cases, con- 
taining at least four tiuies the amount of powder that 
would be used by us. 

The style of parade is one throughout the kingdom. 
Each several party advanced at a pas de cltarge, bend- 
ing low, and simulating an attack. This is hero, as in 
Uganda, and amongst sundry tribes of Kafirs proper, 
an acknowledgment of greatness. Then the chief of 
each peloton came forward, snapped fingers with us 
as we sat on our chairs under the tree, our guards 
ranged on the right, a mob of gazers — women scratch- 
ing and boys pulling — on the left, and an open space 
in front. This personal greeting over, he at once 
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returned to his men. Afterwards forming a rude 
close column, the only known manoeavre, the serenj 
parties perambulated us three times from right to lefit> 
and ended by halting in fropt* There, with a hideous 
outcry, hopeless to describe, captain and men, with 
outstretched right arms, raised their sticks, bill-hooks, 
or muskets to an angle of forty-fire degrees, the muzzle 
in the air, like a band of conspirators on the English 
stage. This is the normal salute, the " present arms " 
of Dahome. 

Bight soon, fatigued with these serious manceuvres, 
our warriors fell to singing and dancing, a passion 
amongst these people ; all are fanatici per la musica 
here. Euxton, fresh - from Canada, could not help 
remarking what a contrast a pow-wow of redskins 
would have presented. The chorus had a queer Imllet 
appearance, and a civilised composer might have bor- 
rowed a motive or two from the recitative. It became 
even more theatrical when the largest corps advanced, 
singing, and upholding in their left hands leafy 
branches, palm boughs, and long grasses, which were 

* In thia ctroumambaUtion they Bhowed us the left shoulder, and I 
afterwards observed that the right side is alwaja presented to the Mng. 
So Mr. Duncan (Vol. I. p. 223] was told that on horseback he mnst not 
form oirole to the right, that being a royal privilege. 
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afterwards thrown upon and trampled to the ground. 
An energumine, with a horse-tail, the symbol of a 
professional singer or drummer, Srst shrieked extem- 
pore praises of the king and his guests, pointing the 
compliment bj shaking the forefinger, as is done to 
naughty -hoys in England, aad then the whole root 
joined in the response. At times a chief or a warrior 
would plunge into the ring and perform a pas setiL 
The principal dances were two. The brayery dance 
consisted in grounding the musket, sword, or toma- 
hawk, to show that the foe had fallen. The performer, 
whose face must be blackened with gunpowder, like 
a musical and itinerant Ethiopian, then took a billhook 
with a broad blade ending in almost a circle, and with 
the tang let into the wood, a weapon more for show than 
for use ; or he preferred a crooked stick, like a short-cat 
houletie, or the third of an East Indian *" latti," garnished 
with rows of square-headed nails, or strengthened with 
a ring-hke twist of iron. Thus armed, he went through 
the process of decapitation. It was conventional 
rather than an imitation of reality : the left hand was 
held with the edge upwards, and parallel to the body, 
moving in concert with the weaponed right, wliick 
made a number of short drawing cuts, about two feet 
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from the ground, whilst the legs aad feet performed 
hearts which are here iadescribable. 

The other was the regular Dahooian dance. It is a 
tremendous display of agiUty, Terpsichore becoming 
more terrible than Mars. One month of such perform- 
ance woald make the European look forward to a cam- 
paign as to a time of rest. The jig and the hornpipe 
are repose compared with it. It is grotesque as the 
Danse Chinoise, in which the French dancing-master of 
one's youth, of course an ancien militaire, used gravely 
to superintend the upturning of thumbs aid toes. 
The arms are held in the position preferred hy the 
professional runner, the hands paddle like a swimming 
dog's paws, the feet shuffle or stamp as if treading 
water, the elbows are jerked so as nearly to meet 
behind the back with a wonderful "Jeu dee omoplates," 
and the trunk joins in the play, the posteriors moving 
forwards and backwards to the pedal beat-time. The 
body is not, as in Asia, divided, as it were, into two, 
the upper half steady, and the lower taking violent 
exercise. Here, there is a general agitation of the 
frame, jerked in extreme movement to front and rear. 
As all these several actions, varied by, wonderful 
shakings, joltings, grimaces, and contortions, must be 
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performed rapidly, simultaneously, and in perfect 
measure to the music, it is not only a violent, it is 
also a very difficult performance, exceeding even the 
Hindoo Nautch, or the Egyptian AKmeh's feats. As 
a calisthenic exercise, it is invaluable. The children 
begin aa soon as they can toddle. It is, perhaps, the 
most amusing thing in Dahome to see them apeing 
their elders.* 

The dancing was relieved at times by a little firing. 
Ammunition did not seem to superabound, and I de- 
tected several wannen privily borrowing from their 
neighbours, which showed that the defaulters had 
been making away with government stores. The 
parade ended with the normal drinking, after which we 
were allowed to remount and to proceed. 

A few yards from the " Captain's tree " led us to the 
southern extremity of the town. It -is entered by a 
trivia ; the path to the right leads to the Portuguese 
fort, to the left is the French factory; whilst we 



• Mr. Duncan (Vol, 1. p. 292) compares the sboulder motion with 
the gymnitstto exercise used to expand the cheat of the British soldiar, 
tnt much quicker. The rest of the dance is a. " rotatory movement 
of tbe hips, changing to a backward and forward motion of a most dis- 
gusting descriptiun." The Lifeguardsman waa murrelloTis "nice'' and 
" proper." 
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pursued oar way straight in front, through the Aju<.lo 
Akhi-men, or Whydah market. Crowds were collected 
to see the king's " new strangers," who were bringing 
tribute to Dahome. The men bared their shoulders, 
doffing their caps and large umbrella hats, whilst the 
women waved a welcome, and cried " Oku," to which 
we rephed "Oku de 'u"* and "Atyan," the norma 
salutations of the country. Followed by an CTer-increaa- 
ing train, we passed a long gaunt structure, called 
the Brazilian Fort. In the open space before it, on 
ciTihsed chairs, clad in white turbans, in loose blue 
dresseE^ and in snowy chemisettes, allowed to expose at 
least half the walnut-coloured back, and emitting, with 
the jauntiest air, volumes of cigar smoke, sat a number 
of "yaller" ladies. Conspicuous amongst them by 
her clievelure, which looked like a closely-fitting cap of 
Astrachan wool, ceasing abruptly without diminishing 

* In the Egba tongue, Okn,or Aiku (hence the trivial name, " Akoo 
people "), ia a noun, " immortality," and on odjecti?e, " not able to die, 
alire." Oka de *u is the normal Dahomaa salutatioa, Okn being under- 
stood to signify, "I oompliment jou," or "thanka"; vhibt de'aia 
expbuned bj " still doing," or " still m9.king." Variona ahorteniugs of 
the vord are eiohaoged, e.g., okude'a, de 'u, '(t, 'n, till both aalnter 
and salntee have bad enough. At an early hour ibey aay, " Oku de 'a 
Afwan," good morning; or "AfiTon dagbire i?" la it a good morning? 
In the evening, "Oku de 'u boddanl" good evening! Atyan means 
"Are you well?" 
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towards the neck or temples,* was the Bride of 
Whydah, the fair Sabina, of whom many hare had 
cause to sing, — 

Neo Gdum fcemisa nomen 

At], pereat ! didicit Mlere iaqxx& Tirum. 

Arrived at the English Fort, we dismounted at 
the place where the drawbridge has been, and, 
accompanied by the military chiefs, we repaired to 
a shady arbour in the middle of the enceinte, a 
normal feature in the European habitations of Why- 
dah. There we found a table thickly covered with 
bottles of water, sherry, gin, rum, and other chief- 
like delicacies. We drank with the visitors, as the 
custom is, to the health of Her Majesty of England, 
to the King of Dahome, and to our own "bonally." 
Half stifled with heat and human atmosphere, we were 
allowed, by ceremony, to retire at three p.m., five 
mortal hours spent in accomplishing the work of forty- 
five minutes ! The reception concluded with a salute. 
The chiefs fired in our honour forty musketa, powder- 
crammed to half way up the barrel, and we gave them 

* In marking this as a oharaoteristic difference between the hair 
growth of the negro ani the white man, it miut be remembered that in 
these regions, aa in Asio, all manner of pile is removed either bf the 
razor or the tweczen. 
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seventeen cannonades in return. The style of loading 
great guns quite satisfied me -why so many eyes and 
hands are missing at Whydah. The Sikhs, under 
Runjit Singh, used to astonish the weak mind of the 
British artillerist by the rapidity of their fire, sponging 
being dispensed with, and the powder baled into the 
muzzle from an open tumbril near the carriage. But 
Asiatic recklessness is not to be compared with that of 
the negro. 

The landing rites concluded on the next day. 
About noon the troops marched up in loose column 
lo the cleared space before the English Fort, and 
■were formed, with abundant pushing, objurgation 
and retort, into the half of a square. They 
repeated the scene of yesterday : single braves 
advancing crouched to the combat, making violent 
improvise speeches, pointing forefingers, tossing heads, 
and spitting out their words, so that a stranger 
would suppose he was being by them grossly in- 
sulted. There was the usual decapitation, singing 
and dancing, chorus and ballet; even the small boys 
sprang into the arena, displaying admirable activity, 
and stamping with the grace and vigour of young 
bears. 
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The preliminary concluded, all flocked into the com- 
pound, and the ciyiUan chiefs crowded tlie large room. 
The old Ka-wo,* ■whose jurisdiction extends to the 
Ahwan-gan or war captains of all the maritime regions, 
preferred, after salutation, to sit on his stool of state, in 
a white night-cap, under an umbrella in the court-yard. 
The viceroy and the Chacha, or commercial chief, being 
absent at the capital, their places were occupied by 
three dignitaries. The first mandarin was the Ainadu,f 
acting-viceroy for Gelele, the present king, a short, 
dark, pock-marked man, with very little clothing. The 
second magistrate, who, if white-washed, might pass 
muster for a very ugly European,J was Nyan-kpe (the 

* The word muBt not be oonfoondelirith " Oan," &b oonunander-iii- 
ehief of theDohomaiLiirmj. The"EB-wo" u the " Cankaow oi General 
ofWhydah," mentioned in the History, and spoken of as the " Cakavo 
amongst the BahomanB." The tradition is, that it was an honourable 
name giveo, long before the days of Agaju, the conqueror of WLjdah, ta 
a brave chief, who pursued the enemy over the Wo (pronounced Waw) 
Eiver, which divides Whydah from tiie Nago, or Agoni (i.e., Egbado, 
or lovrer Egba) oountry. Etymologically, the word is explained by K& 
(for lt&-kk, i.e., very much, or) long (i.e., following the foe till the) Wa 
(river). It has, since the conquest, been continued hy the Dahonmn 
kings. 

t This ia the title of ofGce ; ihe personal name in Dahome oan hardly 
ha Bald to eiiat ; it changes with every rank of the holder. The digmtieG 
eeem to he interminable ; ezoept amoDgst the slaves and the canaille, 
" handles " aie the rule, not the exception, and most of them are here- 
ditary. 

X I may aa irell state at once, that among&t the pure negroes I Lave never 
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Lesser), who representetl the acting-viceroy for Gezo, 
the last king. I must obser\'e here, without entering 
into details, that Bahoman officials, male and female, 
high and low, arc always in pairs, — a Rystem, methinks, 
which might he adopted by more civilised nations 
settled in Western Africa. Duplicates are required 
by climate, and whilst the invalid is at home on sick 
leave the convalescent might act for him. Here, 
however, the objects of the double tenure are twofold ; 
the new king does not wish hastily to degrade his 
fether's old and unfaithfiil servants ; knowing their 
misdeeds, he neutralises their influence by appoint- 
ing as their aids younger men, of higher rank in 
the empire, and he ousts them when he reasonably 
can. Meanwhile, he supjKjses the aspirant to represent 
his own as distinguished from his sire's rule. The 
other motive is to keep the elder in check, and 
perhaps to give t!ie younger, as candidate for the 
better appointment, an opportunity of mastering the 
really complicated details of office. 

The third chief then and there present was the Atak- 



wen the " purely Caucasian featares " alluded to bj- yonng Afriean 

traveUers : amongst the negroids, or noble raoe, sometimes, but 
rarely. 
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pa-loto, alias Podoji : * he is spy, or to use a more deli- 
cate term, " second in command " and assistant to Prince 
Chyudaton, the sub-viceroy, of whom more presently. 
He acts as assessor to the other dignitaries in super- 
vising the custom-takers and the royal store-keepers, 
and in settling small causes, such as petty debts and 
the disobedience of wives and slaves. 

The chiefs at once took high grounds, gruffly 
declaring that they brought the King's word, that is to 
say, a royal message, and directed us to stand up. I 
refused so to do till the royal cane, the symbol of the 
owner's presence, was brought into the assembly, and 
was prostrated to by all in the room. They then 
welcomed me, saying that tlie monarch had sent as 
reception gift, a goat, a pig, a pair of fowls, and forty 
yams. Of course the offering came from themselves, 
and required a suitable return, that is to say, anything 
between twice and twenty times its value. Having 



* The words mean literally, Podo-ji (he who stops in), No-to (the 
interior court of Any royiil house or palaoe-yatd). The more common 
ezpressioii is L^gedS, It denotes a spy or reporter, with whom every 
official in Dahome is provided. The " miching malecbo " system is here 
perfect: if a captaic ia sent to priscn, he must be sccompsnied by his 
lAg^di, who prevents tiie wires sending food, and who is answerable 
for the Bcntence being carried out in its Btrictneai. Dr. M'Leod (p. 86) 
q^uotea a native saying, "The iwith walls can speak in this country." 
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despatched them, -we descended into the court, and 
presented a case of gin {=five dollars) to the Ka-wo. 
After a long speech he perorated by offering to fight for 
me. My reply was, that as a commandant of Amazons, 
a dignity conferred upon me during my last Tisit, I 
could fight for myself. Under the cover of loud 
applause excited by this mildest of retorts, vre made 
our escape and withdrew into the fort. 

The same chie& did not fail, after my return from 
Dahome, to call and beg another present. I refused 
them peremptorily, thinking it unadvisable to estabhsh 
such a precedent. The African, Uke the Jew to 
whom you have paid only twice too much, is miserable 
if he fancies that you escape from him with a 
farthing. 

The first night surprised me by the contrast of the 
din of voices inside the house, and the dead silence 
beyond its walls. The streets are empty at dusk, as in 
the days of the Norman curfew ; few venture out after 
dark without a lantern, though the use is not, as in 
Cairo and most parts of Asia, imperative. The con- 
stabulary is admirable ; two men squat in forms like 
hares, and startle the stranger by suddenly rising and 
by flashing their torches to scan his features : if he has 
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lost his way they ■will escort him with all the politeness 
of a policeman. At times the lia-wo, who is the local 
Sir R. Mayne, goes his rounds, and the stick falls 
heavily upon tbose caught napping. Hence, even, in 
this head-quarters of the demoralising slave-trade, 
and where every man is a finished rascal,* crimes of 
violence are, among the natives, exceedingly rare. 
Murder at Whydah is unknown, except en cachette; 
housebreaking, save after a fire, is almost impossible ; 
and a man will leave with impunity clothes hanging up 
in his courtyard, — he would not do it twice at Lagos. 
Mr. Bernasko, who has lived here eight years, never 
hesitates to walk out at night armed with nothing but 
a walking-stick. Theft is reduced to petty larceny, 
which, however, is universal ; there is nothing that these 
people will not pilfer, and they well keep up the 
character given by all travellers to their forefathers. 
In out-stations, like Godome, there is of course much 
more of open crime, and the discipline of the subject is 
exceedingly lux. WhydiJi is a "white man's town," 
and under the direct supervision of the King, who rarely 

* Mr, Dnnc&Q (Tol. I. p. 113) says, " The natdvea of Wbf doll are 
the most depraved and unprincipled villains in all Africa, or perhaps in 
the world. Weie it not for H. de Suza and hie friendB, indeed, there 
wonld be no safety for white men." 



3.n.iized by Google 



"WE KNTEE WHYDAH IN STATE. 6T 

interferes with the administration ; hence the firequent 
small abuses. If any evil report reaches the capital, a 
royal messenger comes down, and the authorities 
tremble. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

A WALK EOUHD WHTDAH. 

The three following days enabled us to study the 
topography of Whydah. The present town stands 
about 1'50 — 2 direct miles north of the sea ; 
separated from the shore by a broad leek-green 
swamp, by a narrow lagoon, and by a high sandbank, 
whose tufted palms and palmyras, of a deep invisible 
green approaching black, form a hogaback, over which 
the masts of shipping only can be seen from the houses. 
The site wears the tricolor of S'a Leone, — light and 
milky-blue sky, verdigris grass, and bright red 
argillaceous soil, with a blending shade of grey. The 
" ferruginous-looking clay," which in India and China 
has'been suspected of emitting a "pestiferous mineral 
gas," and of causing the " cachexia loci," seems here to 
lose part of its injurious power. The town is not 
exceedingly unhealthy, despite its extreme filth, and 
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although the deep holes from ■which the building 
material has been extracted are as great a nuisance as 
in Abeokuta and Sokoto, Indeed, as a rale, it is less 
deadly than other places on the Slave Coast, especially 
Lagos and Badagry. The nights are cool, and the day- 
breeze is, if anything, somewhat too strong for safety. 
At this season the people do not suffer from mos- 
quitos, "much provoking the exercise of a man's 
nails," as the old traveller has it. 

Beneath the surface soil there is a substratum of 
pure white sand overlying argil deeply tinctured with 
iron oxide from the northern bills ; and another bed of 
pure sand is supported by ■white clay to a depth of 
thirty-five feet : it is supposed that below this figure 
marine deposits would occur. The highest part of the 
town, that is to say the west end, is not more than forty 
feet above the sea, and this we may assume to be the 
height of the first floor of the English Fort, which Ues 
about the centre. After a shower the land is as viscid 
and muddy as that about Upper Norwood, and such 
indeed ia the condition of the whole country, espe- 
cially at Kana and in the capital. The earth when 
powdered, puddled, and exposed to the sun, becomes 
haj-d like bricks, which could be made, but are not 
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Tranted. The old English fort has lasted upwards of a 
century. 

The greatest length of the town, which extends from 
south-east to north-we8t> is about two miles by half a 
mile in depth. There is no attempt at fortification, as 
there is in the capital ; but every house could be held 
against musketry. From the beach a few of the tallest 
habitations, backed by giant trees, meet the view, and 
prepare the visitor for something grandiose. The 
squalor within, however, contrasts sharply with the 
picturesque aspect from without. Whydah is a ruined 
place, everything showing decay, and during the last 
three years it has changed much . for the worse. 
As in all Yoruba towns, the houses are scattered, and, 
except round the principal market-place, there is for 
more bush than building. The environs are either 
marshes or fields, palm-orchards, or bosquets of great 
but savage beauty ; the fine and highly-cultivated 
farms found near Whydah by Mr. Duncan* no longer 
exist 

The population of the town, which could accommo- 
date 50,000 souls, is variously estimated. Some have 

• Travela in WMterii Africa in 1845-1846. By John Duncan, late 
of Pint Life-^ordB.— To). I. p. 18S. 
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raised it to 30,000. Dr. M'Leod (1803) calculates 
20,000. M. Wallon (1858) proposes 20,000 — 25,000, 
but he is by no means a correct observer. The French 
Mission, which has perhaps the best chance of ascer- 
taining the truth, lays down the number at 12,000 ; 
and during war this may be reduced to half. The 
Christians (Catholic) exceed 600 ; about 200 boys are 
knoTTO to the missionaries, and on an average during 
the year the latter baptize 110. The fathers are also 
of opinion that the population diminishes. 

The -word " Whydah " is a compound of blunders. 
It should be written Hwe-dah,* and be applied to the 
once prosperous and populous httle kingdom whose 
capital was Savi. A "bush town" to the westward, 
supposed to hare been founded and to be still held by 
the aboriginal Whydahs, who fled from the massacres of 
Dahome, still retains the name Hwe-dah. The cele- 
brated slave-station which we have dubbed '* Whydah," 
is known to the people as Gre-hwe or Gle-hwe,f " Plan- 
tation-house." 



* Hire, in the Ffon dialect, meani a bouse and gronnda, as in Gre- 
hire, for wliicli see the next note. No one, howoTer, conld eicplua to 
me the etymological meaning of Hve-dab. 

\ Gre, or Gle — it u haid to know irhich to write — is a " plantBtion," 
not a " gaiden," as it is often translated ; Ore-ta, or Gle-ta, is a bush oi 
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A very brief r6sum6 of ita stirring past is here 
necessary. According to tradition, Wbydah, as I shall 
still call it, was originally a den of ■water-thieves and 
pirates, who paid unwilling alle^ance to the kings of 
Sari About the middle of the serenteenth century 
it rose to the rank of a prosperous ivory mart and 
slave port. In 1725, it was first attacked byAgajathe 
Conqueror, fourth King of Dahome, the Guadja Trudo 
of the History, nomiaally for selling to him muskets 
without locks, really because, like all African monarchs, 
the height of his ambition was a point on the seaboard 
where he could trade direct with Europeans. The place 
after capture was called by him "Plantation-house," 
meaning that it must supply food to Agbooie the 
capital. So the History informs us the King of Eyeo 
(Oyo) used to say that Ardrah (Allada) was " Eyeo's 
Calabash," out of which nobody should be permitted to 
eat but the king himself 

, The Europeans, ever greedy of change in these dull 
lands, seem at first to have favoured Bahome against 



onoleBred ground ; and Ore-ta-nnn, or Ole-ta-nan, ii a bnsli man. Mr. 
DoQcan [Vol. I. p. 141) says, " The former name of Wbydah was Qrih- 
wee, or Qrighwee, but since its aabjeotion to Dfthomy it has become 
part of that tercitor;, and received its pteaent name " — the reverse beio^ 
tbe case. 
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Whydah. For which reason, and because they are 
officially called " King's Housea," the Forts receive cer- 
tain honours. Before the Viceroy can leave the town, 
and when he returns to it,* he must visit them officially 
in person, and he must pray at the Portuguese Fort, 
which is held to be the head-quarters of the white 
man's faith. He enters with his suite, and as the King's 
representative, he wears his sword, this, however, 
as well as the fetishes with which he is hung round, 
must, previous to the iiinction, be removed. Before the 
present estabUshment was sent, the black priests at 
Whydah used to offer liim holy water, now it is refused, 
and he walks to the font to barhouiUer his face ; the 
miasioners perform prayers, but without their sacra- 
mental robes, and he follows suit to the best of his 
ability. The King often sends a message requesting 
the orisons of the white men, which are not refused to 
him ; and Christianity being a recognised religion in 
Dahome, on the day of S. John — midsummer — he 
transmits by his Viceroy a pot of oil and a bottle of rum 
as his acknowledgment of feith. These viceregal visits 



* The Viceroy ' nevei goea to war ; he is supposed to look after 
Whjdah, His deputy, the Sub-Ticeioj, is expected to be present at all 
campaigns. 
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have at times been dangerous : in 1745, tLe Eunuch 
YeTO-gan " Tanga," raising the standard of revol^ pro- 
posed to seize the English Fort, and was prevented only 
by the yigilance of the governor, Mr. Gregory. Offences 
committed in the " King's houses " are visited frith a 
double penalty ; a native stealing from them \vill 
surely be put to death ; on the other hand, he may 
take sanctuary in and cannot be ejected from the 
Portuguese Fort without the consent of the nussioners. 
The English Fort has the shameful distinction of being 
protected by two fetishes, Bohen and Ajaruma, the 
Defenders of White men.* 

Whjdah, like the capital, is a congeries of villages 
divided into five " salams " or quarters, each under 
its own caboceer, and governed by the Viceroy, who has 
dwarfed the minor officials to mere captains. These 
are 

1. Ahwanjigo, or Salam Franij^ais, on the north-west 
and west, French Town, directly under the Viceroy. 

2. Ajudo, Ajido Chacha, or Brazilian Town, under 
the captain, Nodofre. 



• The Hiatoiy of Dahome menlions a third, now ignored, "Nab-- 
bnkou," the " titular god of the Eagluh Castle in Whydah." See 
Chap. XVII. of this book.y 
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3. Bc^b^ji, or Eoglish Town : it has no goreraor ; 
the King urged mo to take it, but I decUned, without 
receiring orders from home. 

4. Dukomen, Portuguese Towd, on the east and west, 
under the Caboceer Bonyon. These four quarters have 
their forts :* the last is 

5. Zdbeme, or Market Towii, lately under the Caboceer 
NyonuD, whose successor will be presently appointed. 

I now propose to conduct the reader through tlie 
town, and to describe its principal sites. 

Beginning from the south-east, we remark the De-nun 
or toll-house which guards the entrance of every Dahoman 
town, and the multitude of Httle fetish huts, where the 
trader, after doing his doToir to the King, is expected 
to be not less dutiful to the gods. The streets are 
mere continuations of the bush-paths, but except in the 
vettest weather, they are not bad walking after Sandy 
liflgos. They are formed by the walls of the com- 
pounds and the backs of the houses, which are all built 
in a uniform manner. The material is the red ptsti 



* In the Dahoman tongue, " Zojoge " is & Frenchman, " Ag^ada-jevo " 
a Fortngueae or Brazilian, " Kan-kan-jevo " a Dutchman, " Pajonun- 
joTo" a Spaniard, and "Olenai" an Englighman. The "Bnglish mother," 
an offioereM at Conrt, is called " Qlenai-ao." In Mr. Doncan's time tho 
PortngneM quarter wu far superior to all the others ; it ia not so now. 
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of Britanny and Bindh heaped up in three 'or four 
courses, but by law never more ; each course is &om 
a foot and a half to two feet high : the material has 
neither straw- nor stone, but Bometimefl, as in Popo, 
oyster-ahell is used to strengthen it. Eadi layer is 
covered during erection with a weather thatch, and is left 
to dry, for three days in a barmattao, and for ten in the 
wet seasons : it presently hardens to the consistency of 
freestone, and is, in fact, the national adoh. l!fae rain 
torrents wash away the softer parts, and cut cracks 
down the sides if not protected from above : a certain 
mixture of salt in the soil causes the base to crumble 
the more readily, because here they do not, as <m the 
Gold Coast, support it by growing cactua. A car^nl 
man repairs his wall in the early " dries." The establish- 
ments are e^d^ensive, sometimes covering acres. I saw 
only one being built, whil^ many allowed me to walk 
over the broken-down walls, and almost all were 
externally in ruins. As in Asiatic Turkey, however, 
the interior often belies the wretched exterior, and 
behind the blown-off thatch, leaving bare ribs and poles 
perilously protruding, there are snug inner rooms. The 
•poorest classes have compoonds of matting. The roof, 
not unlike that of an East Indian bungalow, is made of 
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palm, palmyra, and tiuek graas, mounted on a frame of 
leaped and cleaned branches, with girders of bamboo ; 
and oftea it is raised in the " flying " form, to secui% 
coolness. There are no windows, except in the Forts. 
Their places are taken by dooi's opening under the 
projecting eaves, that rest upon stout posts and trunks, 
especially those of the raluable and abundant palmyra. 
Striking into the main street, the tolerably straight 
road, which runnlog from east to west bisects the towo, 
we sight the Portuguese fort, the smallest but the best 
situated for quiet and coolness. Of these buildings 
there are now four bX Whydah, in order of seniority, 
French, Brazilian, English, and Portuguese. The first- 
named people began the trade, and the second is peo- 
bablj erected upon the old Dutch factory, although tlie 
name is clean forgotten. The Brandenburgher (Prus- 
maa) Airican Company also built a strong factory at 
Whydah iu 1684, but it long ago disappeared. With 
the exception of the Brazilian fort, all these buildings 
lie in a line from E. a E. to W. N. W. : after the stone 
defences of the Qold Coast, these swish establiahmeots 
are by no means imposing, and, except in the case of 
the Frenchman, for " Fort " we must read " Factory" or 
" School." 
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The Portuguese Fort is surrounded by a moat, irhose 
depth is concealed hj a mass of vegetation : the 
people of the country prefer for defence a ditch in this 
state. The defences, a square compound baationed at 
the angles, and the battery of rusty guns, are here 
purposely neglected. The main building, a large double- 
storied house, with walls thick as an old Norman castle, 
fronts westward. Lately repaired, it has a central 
saloon flanked by dormitories, and a long refectory on 
the ground-floor. It is pierced with a deep hollow gate- 
way, protected outside by two honeycombed guns. Over 
it is the Lusitanian scutcheon, minus the wooden crown, 
which perished during a late fire. Portuguese ordi- 
nances are still affixed to the door, and at the southern 
bastion the blue and white flag yet flies on high days 
and holidays. In the compound are a detached chapel 
and belfry with two bells, date-leas, but belonging to the 
former occupants : both are of swish work, and their 
mat roo& are distinguished from a&r by two little 
wooden crosses. On the north and fronting the chapel 
is a range of small ground-floor rooms and refectory : 
These the missionaries find less unhealthy, curious to 
say, than the double-storied building, where, they assert, 
the sea breeze gives them fever. They have been 
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careful, however, to dig under their piant terreno, and 
to lay down a board flooring, whilst they look forward 
to raising houfiee on pUes six feet high with a draught of 
air beneath. All is industry in this " Fort," a garden 
and a southern range of buildings are being made, 
quarters for the workmen and school-children are 
already available, and the church and belfry are con- 
sidered to be merely temporary. 

The " Vicariat Apostohque de Dahom6," was erected 
by the Holy Father in 1860, and its spiritual direction 
was entrusted to the new congregation of the African 
Missions, whose mother-house is at Lyons, 243, Eue de 
la Guillotifere. In 1860 the congregation of the Propa- 
ganda named as superior of this mission the priest 
Fran9ois Borghero, of Genoa, member of the congrega- 
tion of African Missions, whose superior-general, re- 
siding at Lyons, is M. I'Abb^ Augustin Flanque, of 
Lille. The first despatch of missionaries left Toulon 
January 3rd, 1861, on board H, L M. S. Amazone. 
It was composed of Messrs. les Abbes F. Borghero 
(Italian), Francois Fernandez, a Spaniard of the diocese 
of Lugo, in Galicia (died in 1863, at Whydah), and 
Louis Edde, a Frenchman of the diocese of Chartres 
(he died en route at S'a Leone). The two first 
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named arrived at Wbydah April 18th, 1861 ; oa May 
Gtb of the same year they took possessiMi of their pre- 
sent " Fort," by permission of the Dahomiux acthorities, 
and Trith the consent of the Portugnese resident at 
Whydah. Since the departure of M. Irene Lafitte, who 
is int^ded for one of the European establishmentei, the 
personnei is composed of six members.^'' There are tea 
boarders ; the number of the other Bcholars greatly 
Taries, because the boys attend or stay away as they 
please. Of adults, I do not belieye that a single con- 
vert has been made ; and the reverend fathers 'would 
do well to turn their attention towards Lagos and 
Abeokuta. 

This Vicariat is not obnoxious to the charge com- 
monly brought against Catholic' establishments, namely, 
that though ardent, enduring, and self-sacrificing, they 
are too accommodating to heathenism, and thus they 
are unabiding ; whilst Protestant missions, like the con- 
stitution which hatches them, are respectable, comfort- 
able, and feeble, offering salaries to married men, who, 
in squabbles about outfit, passage, furlough, and convey- 

" Hamely, five priest*, MM. Borghero, Emile Corfiom, Verdclof, 
Nodiet, and VeTmorel, oil French except the first, and one minor, 
fran^ois Cloud, who b about to piooeed for ordination to France. 
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ance of children, manage to spMid about 500,000^ per 
annum. Thear uacoiDpromiRi^ opposition of idolatry 
has more than once brought the members into trouble. 
In Kovember, 1861, M. Borghero Tisited the King at 
Agbome, and the list of bis demands may be found in 
the pulJished accouat of his journey to the CE^itaL* 
In March, 1863, the fort was struck by the lightning- 
god, EheTioso, the Shango of the Egbas ; and they 
are not -wanting frho suppose that the fetishes, having 
beeo -worsted in dispute by the Padres, took the oppor- 
tunity of a Bt(»iu to commit the arson. As the inmates 
in^iously extinguished the fire, they w^e heatily 
fined ; and, on refusing to pay, the Father-superior -was 
imprisoned. In June of the same year occurred another 
dispute, about a sacred snake that was unceremoniously 
ejected from the mission premises, and doubtless this 
anti-heathenism will bring them to further grief. They 
look upon things en neir, and naturally desire, but with 
litUe hope, to see Whydah in cirilized hands. I &und 
them intelligent, amiable, and devoted men, in whose 
society time sped pleasantly and profitably. To the 
excellent Superior especially I had reason to be grateful 

• Sm Auutlee de k Froptgation de la Foi (No. 206, Jamuaj, 1963). 
Paria, 34, Bue Cawette. 
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for the loan of Tocabularies and other papers. If I say 
too little, it is for fear of expressing too much. 

Near the French Mission, and at the south-eastern 
end of the town, is the estabhshment of M. J. Domingo 
Martinez, the best house in " Whydah." The compound 
walls are, to obviate fire, tiled, not thatched, and a small 
grove of orange trees enlivens the interior. There is an 
old ground-floor tenement, bj no means uncomfortable, 
with large, lofty, and cool rooms, furnished with musical 
boxes * and other knick-knacks, whilst portraits and oil- 
painting, rarities in unartistic Africa, depend from the 
walls ; and near it a large double-storied tenement, also 
tiled, is being built as a dwelling-place and a store for 
oil trading. 

When I last called upon M. Martinez he had been 
unwell for some weeks : Mr. Cruikshank, who was 
consulted, did not think his case dangerous. He 
died January 25th, 1864, when we were at the 
capital, and the death was brought on by a fit of pas- 
sion — not an uncommon occurrence in these faot- 



* These artiolea are one of tlie cnnei of the West AMean ooait. 
Your wMte friend cui p«y joa no higher eomplimeut Uian to wind np 
the abominations, and y oar Uaok friend will start, if he has tliem, half- 
a-dozen at the lame time. 
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tempered lands.* He had long been virtually king of 
Eutunun, a little post inland of Jackin, on the Denham 
waters, and of late much coveted by the new " Pro- 
tectors" of Porto Novo. The latter managed their 
dollars so vrell, that the King sent his cane to H. Mar- 
tinez, and a polite message, to say that his friend vrould 
presently be joined by a brother white man. At first 
the recipient stared aghast ; soon understanding the 
trick, he was seized with a trembling of passion ; he 
pr^ently&inted, and he died the same night, I pre- 
sume of apoplexy. 

K. Martinez was a caboceer of Dahome, entitled to 
the umbrella, the chair, and the other insignia of his 
order. Puring his' later years he has often said — and 
many a man has had, and will have, to say the same — 
that he had learned these people too late. The King 
claiming droit ^aubaine over the property of all his 
defunct subjects, the key of M. Martinez's house was at 
once, after his death, appropriated by the Viceroy of 
Whydah. He has left a large family, all by native 
women. His eldest son, Domingo Rafael Martinez, is a 

'* So daring the late fira at Whjdah, tliQ Chaoha, U, Fr. de Sooza, 
^hen he mw hii house destroyed, very nearly died of pasaion. Xho 
same nncontiollable fitc of rage have been observed amoDgat the Eotteii' 
tots and the South African boshmen. 
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youth about twenty ; he is not uneducated, speaking 
English and French, although hb &ther thought it 
best to keep him in iroBS for ficane years, and thus 
unteach him the use of the kmfe. It will be well for 
the heir if the deceased lias left a " b^ " at Eahia. 

M. Hartinez is a sore loss to Uie slaving interest. A 
doz«i years ago there were at Whydah 200 Spaniards 
and Fortuguese. including Brazilians and half-castes. 
By glancing his eye below, the reader will see how 
much the number of these "slave consumers" is 
reduced.'"' And the next decade will find all the sur- 

* The followii^ is a list of the Portugnese, Brazilians, ranlattos, 
end civilized Africans now remaioing at tlu great mart. Fira Por- 
tuguese, vii. :— 

1 . Antonio Tiera da Silra, established at Whydah, Qraad-Popo, and 
Agw.. 

2. Francisco de Soiiza Maoiel. 

3. Ignaoio de Sooza Hagallaes; Whydah, Porto Novo, and Bada|^. 

4. Jaciato Joaquim Rodriguez; Whydah and Poito Novo, 
fi. 3. Suarea Fereini : Whydah and Agwe. 

Fouiteen Brazilians : — 

1. Francisco Antonio Monteiro. 

2. F. J. UedeiroB, now at Agwe (some say he is a PortugOMe, bora 
in the United States). 

3. Franoiaco Olimpio Silva, at Forte Segaro. 

4. If aroo Borges Ferres. 

5. JoSo Pinheiro de Souza, commonly called Taparioa. 

6. Oulielne Martins do Kasoimento. 

7. MarCBliao dos Marlina Silva. 

8. Bicardo Augusto Amadie: he speaks French and English. 

9. Jofio Victor Angela. 
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vivMS engaged in cottoa or in palm-oil — the " doulo- 
meter of the slave-trade" — or in nothing. 

M. Martinez had his good points : he was always 
courteous and hosj»tab1e, ereii to his bitterest enemies, 
the Englieh ; morever, to his praise be it spoken, he 

10. Jos^ Fraucuoo dot Santo, oommonly called Alfai&t«, 't.e., tlie 
Tailor. 

11. Augelo Coatodio doa CIiBgBS. 

12. Jo£o Antonio Dial. 

13. Franoiico Giorge* 

14. Doming Rafael Uartinez, son of J. Domingo Martinez. 
And fenr Bnailian voBien, m. : — 

1. Maria Siena do Carmo. 

2. B«iiTinde Teresa de Jesaa. 

3. Leop<Jdina Teieu da Jeaos. 

4. Maiia da Fiedode do Naacimento, 

NJB. There aie a few Brazilians of minor importanca attached to tka 
aboTB homes. 

The ten following are A&icana or Brazil liberateds, who are moatlf 
Nagoe (Egba*) or Whjdah men. None of them ore at all important, and 
there ate a few others whoae names do not deserve mention. 

1. Joao Antonio de Bego. 

2. Elisbad Lino. 

3. Thobiaa Barreto Brandao. 

4. Joaqnim dai Nevea. 

3. Damiaude OliTtera, who is oonudered the beat maaoaat'Wb3'dah. 

8. Aatonio d' Almeida. 

7. JoB^ de Fonf eoa Maniz, the ton of the late J. C. Haniz. 

5. Pedro Pinto da Silveira. This is the well-known alaTer, Pedro 
Cogio, of Little Popo. He has a son residing at Wbydah, and managing 
the affaire of JoaS Alfoiate. Hia name is, 

9. Domingo Franoiseo da ^Teira. 
10. Pedro Fdlia d' Almeida. 

All these are "Qod-men," wbioh, in Anglo-Afrioan, ia opposed t« 
"devil-men," or heathenrj. 
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iuTariably, like the first Chacha, de Souza, disoounte- 
nauced native cruelties and human sacrifice. He be- 
friended tbe Cburcb Mission in 1846, vihen hopelessly 
stranded at Badagry, and being a slarer, he gained, as 
might be expected, little gratitude. Peace to his 
manes, and may he escape the Dahoman Deadland, 
'where I much doubt that he would be warmly wel- 
comed I 

Passing along the main street we now enter the 
Zdbeme,* or Great Market, one of the Whydah " lions." 
It is, or rather was, a long thoroughfare, covering at 
least an acre, with ofisets, cross Btreets, and here and 
there a cleared space. The booths are low, square, 
open thatch-sheds, raised upon chahtdaras, or benches 
of well-worked red clay, about one foot above the pas- 



* Ko <Hie oonld explain the meuiing of thia word. Z& mettns the later 
roiiu, and must not be oonfounded with Z6, fire, which ii prononnoed 
with a depreuioD of the voice. The Yoruban langaagea, like the Chineae, 
depend apon acoeubi and intonations which are not otm. For instance, 
So or Soh, slightly aspirated, is a atick. Bd, with a falling of the Toioe, 
has the same sigaiScation as Ehevio-«d, thunder. 86, with a rising of 
the Toioe, means a horse ; and with an almost imperceptible Tkriation of 
voice, means bring ; e. g., 66 z6 wfi, hting hither fire I 8d (ptonoanBed 
Saw], means yesterday or to-morrow, a fair specimen (^ lingniitic 
poverty, and leading to nomerous mistakes. But these delicacies of 
intonation are inherent in monoeyllabic tongues. That «liilHijli form of 
human langoage also delights in imitative words, as Eoklo, a " oackler" 
or fowl (in Prakrit Knkkur), Era-kra, a watchman's rattle, and so on. 
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sages. They are either joined or in broken lines, and 
all are kept clean with bois de vache. A detached hut 
proclaims the gin palace ; the material, — ^bottles and 
decanters of Brazilian rum and cheap French liqueurs, 
with glasses of all sizes, — stands on white cloths, and 
business seems to be brisk. Nor are the victualling 
arrangements less complete ; half the shops contain 
either raw or cooked proviaions, and many a " working 
roan" breakfasts and dines in the alley. This rude 
bazaar is fullest at 4 p.m., when swarms of people, 
especially women, meet to buy and sell, "swap" and 
barter all the requirements of semi-civilized life. For 
the articles moat in rogue, I may refer the reader to a 
previous publication,* and almost any book of travels 
treating of the countries of the Upper Niger will show 
him how far the system is capable of being carried out. 
At Whydah, as at Bombay and Aden, the prices have 
increased, or rather have doubled, during the last ten 
years ; and despite the complaints of commercial de- 
pression, the value of coin still diminishes. It is a 
curious contrast, the placidity and impassiveness with 
which the seller, hardly taking the trouble to remove 

* Wanderings in West Africa. Abeokata, Chap. III. See also Mr. 
Dnnctn, Vol. I., p. 121. 
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her pipe, drawls out the price of her two-cowrie lots, 
and the noisy excitement of the buyers, who know that 
they must purchase and pay the demand. There is no 
lack of civility to us amongst the people, and the chil- 
dren cheer and jeer White Face without any awe. The 
two normal African complexions, red-yellow and Iwown- 
black, are very distinct at Whydah, and here and there 
we meet features which might belong to an ugly Sina- 
itic Bedawi There are also palpable traces of Cau- 
. casian blood in what the Anglo-Indian lady c^led 
•' European infantry," a parody upon the *' European 
infamy " of the garrison chaplain. 

The only pictaresque part of the marketrplace is to 
the eastward, where there is a hutless space, lined with 
shady trees, especially the Hun-ti, or Bombax, under 
which the venders congregate in the glare of the ^y. 
Conspicuous for its beauty is the Lis^ tree, whidi the 
Fautia of the Gold Coast call Akyen. The POTtuguese 
have named it the " African cashew." TaU, thick, tmd 
with the darken green foliage, it is set-ofT by studs of 
scarlet ap|^es depending from long stalks. The fruit, 
which is eaten at Agbome, is insipid, as are almost 
all wild growths, and not a little like a raw turnip. The 
flower gives a delicious perfume, and the wood supplies 
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good potash for soap. The other trees are mostly 
thick-leaved oranges and limes, whilst the hedges are 
of the maUrious croton {Croton tiglium), -which here, as 
in Toniba generally, attains the rankest dimensions. 

It is impossible at Whydah to mistake the religi- 
ousness of the Pagan, though we vainly look for any 
trace of human relics. Even in the hazaar, many a 
hut will be girt round with the Zo Vodon,* a country 
rope with dead leaves daugling to it at spaces of 
20 ft. Afier a conflagration this Fetish fire-pro|Jiy- 
Uctic becomes almost universal. Opposite the house 
gates ^ain we find the Yo-sisa defending the inmates 
frcffit haim. It is of many shapes, especially a stick 
or a p(4e, vith an empty old calabash for a head, 
and a body composed of grass thatch, palm leaves, 
fowls' feathers, and achatinse shells. These people 
must deem lightly of an evil influence that can mis- 
take, even in the dark^ such a scarecrow for a human 
being. Near almost every door stands the Legba- 

* VoduQ is Fetistt in general. I hardlj' know whether to vrite it 
Todnn or Fodun, the sonnd of the two labials is so simUar. Hew 
comen bm apt to oan&iHid tkii FetiBh vith the Azan oi fringe of 
dried palm-leaf, whicb, fastened about a. tree, places it under the pro- 
teotifai ef the Bo-Fetiah. When a man venre Ae latter round his 
threat, wittdtoriA «an d* Lin no tiasm ; and if a war captdre, be mt,j 
luit be. killed. 
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'gban, or Legba-pot, by Europeans called the " Devil's 
Dish."* It is a commou clay Bhard article either 
■whole or broken, and every morning and evening it 
is filled, generally by women, with cooked maize and 
palmnjil, for the benefit of the turkey-buzzard {Perc~ 
nopter niger), like the Pinda offered to Hindu crows. 
"Akrasu/'-f the vulture, is next to the snake, the 
happiest animal in Dahome. He has always an abun- 
dance of food, like storks, robins, swallowa, crows, 
adjutant cranes, and other^ holy birds in different parts 
of the world. He may not be killed with impunity, 
and he rarely loses his life except on the most solemn 
occasions. The knowledge of bis safety renders 
him so tame that he will refresh himself among the 
poultry ; and gorged with daily banquets, the " beast 
of a bird " will hardly deign to take wing before being 
trodden upon ; I have seen him eating amongst tbe 
crowd before the King's tent, and half ready to show 
fight if interrupted. When hungry, he seems always 
to consider you as if you were butcher's meat 

* The food whioli it containa is called Legba-Dnn-dndn, or " e&ting 
for Legba." 

t There are two kinds, Akraao, tiie oommon Penmopter n^rn*, and a 
lazier grey speciea, with a Tery hooked beak, called bj the people 
Akknn. 
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TraTellers abuse this " obscene fowl," forgetting that 
without it the towns of Yoruba would be uninhabit- 
able. Moreover, except after a meal (rf carrion, 
it has by no means the " foul aspect " which Com- 
mander Forbes ascribes to it, nor is its " femiliarity " 
at all " sickening." The feet is, that officer saw 
human sacrifice everywhere, although the rite never 
takes place at Whydah, the condemned being sent 
up to the capital for execution. The turkey-buzzard 
perched ou the topmost stick of a blasted calabash 
tree, is to unromantic material Africa what the pea- 
fowl, weather-cocking the tall Mawri is to more 
engaging Asia. It always struck me as the most 
appropriate emblem and heraldic bearing for decayed 
Dahome. 

The new comer must not confound the " Vulture's 
dish" with another display of earthenware. Places 
are consecrated by planting dwarf flags round a forked 
stick, or round a tree cut down to a reversed tripod, 
which supports a red clay pot or pot cover. Upon this 
the passers-by deposit a little food or palm-oil, and 
sometimes cabalistic messes, to bring luck or to ward 
oflF danger. 

Legba himself is a horrid spectacle. A mass of red 
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cUj i& Eoi^hlj nxMlded by the clomsj, barbarous 
artist into aa imitatitHL man, v1k> is evidentlj, like 
Jupiter^ 

A dcTil of K god fiw foUowtog tha girls. 

The figure is at squat, crouched, aa it were, before 
its ova attribute with arms I<mger than a gorilla's, 
huge feet, and no legs to speak o£ The head is of 
iBiad Qt vood, risiDg cooically to an almost pointed 
poll ; a dab of clay represents the nose ; the mouth 
is a gash frwa ear to ear, and the eyes and teeth are of 
cowries, or painted ghastly white. This deity almost 
fills a temple of dwarf thatch, open at the sides. In 
nine cases out of ten he has returned, human-like, to 
an undistinguishable heap of dust, but it would be 
sacrilege to remove the sacred rubbish. Legba is of 
either sex, but rarely feminine. Of the latter I have 
seen a few, which are even more horrid than the male ; 
the breasts project like the halves of a German sausage, 
and the rest is to match. In this poiat Legba differs 
from the classical Pan and the Lampsacan god,* but 



* How Btiong e, aaperstition this woraliip is, may be gathered from 
tbe annals of the monotheistio Jew», amongst whom Maooah, the queen- 
sadKroC Asa, setup the "bonoi" iu a grove. 
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the idea iavolred is the same. The Dahomam, like 
almost all semi-barbaiiaos, considers a umnerous fiunily 
the highest blessng, and fatherlessoess the greatest 
curse ia moudaae life, and what mea think in these 
lands most be minded by women. The peculiar 
■worahip of Legba consists of propitiating his or her 
chatacteristics by unctions of pahn-cHl The " Ana- 
tinitpo," or knotted clnbs planted around the figure viih 
their knobs in the air, are possibly derived firom Osh^, 
the weapon of the !%ba " Shango."* 

Issuing irom the bazar to westward, we pass on the 
right a large ruinous tenement, built by a quadroon 
merchant, Mr. Hutton, of Cape Coast Castle, whose 
" Cothic House " there has just been conTerted into 
Grovernment quarters. After he was drowned on the 
Lagos har (18.57), this plaoe was sold to a Spaniard, 
known only as D. Juan, who presently perished, of 
course by poison, at Badagry. As the last proprietor 
owed 200 dollars to the king, it then became royal 



We are now at the English factory, which wil re- 
quire description ; it has played a conspicuous part 

*' Tlieie ia also » grcKt dcKcm in Egba land, wbo vaea a ksob-sticV, 
called Oggo, and wbo therefon ia knonn as Agougo-Oggo. 
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in local politics, sad it may perchance do so again. 
Williams Fort, as it is called in old writings, was built 
for the Royal African Company of England, by Cap- 
tain Wiburne, brother to Sir John Wibume ; its foun- 
dation is therefore nearly two centuries old. In 
Barbot's* day (1700) it was 100 yards square, with 
four large earthen flankers, mounting twenty-one good 
guns ; the trench, crossed by a drawbridge of boards 
spread on beams, was 20 ft. deep by 18 ft. wide, and its 
establishment consisted of twenty whites and one hun- 
dred gromettos, or slares, attached to English Town, 
under the orders of a gOTemor. The old traveller 
places it three miles from the water-side, between the 
Danish fort (now quite forgotten) on the west, and 
within half-a-mile of the French and Dutch forts. 
In its day it has sheltered, under Governor Tinker, the 
King of Whydah, when Savi, his capital, was taken by 
Dahome ; Governor Wilson gave protection to Ossue, 
the leader of the Whydalis and Popos ; rash Governor 
Testesole was, by orders of the Great King, murdered, 
and some say eaten ; Governor Gregory defended it 



* A Desariptioii of tlie Coasts of IToith and Sontik Gninea. By Jolui 
Barbot, Agent-Oenenl of the Boyel African Company and laluidB of 
America, at Parifl. This old book is a mine of infotmation. 
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against TaDga, the rebel ; brave CrOTernor Goodson, by 
the fire of bis fort won back Whydah for Babome ; 
Governor Absoti here lived thirty-seven years, and left 
behind him Sally, of tragical end ; stout Mr. Hamilton 
procured the release of Dr. M'Leod, and Governor 
James, the younger of that name, who succeeded the two 
former, is still known as the King's iriend. 

The shape of the enceinte is a square or parallel' 
ogram, enclosing several acres, surrounded by a well- 
grown moat, and formerly defended at the angles by 
once round bastions, with their rusty guns, a total of 
twenty-four carronades stUl lying there and about the 
court. Even in 1803, we are told that only three or 
four of the cannon were sound enough to be used in 
sahiting, the others being so honeycombed and corroded 
that those firing them would have been in more danger 
than those fired at. The compound is divided into 
unequal parts by a wall running from east to west ; to 
the north, where a garden should be, there is a foul 
Petish figure throned amidst a mass of filth, — ^yet the 
people wonder that they suffer from small-poz and 
measles \ The main building, fronting south, to catch 
the sea breeze, is a huge half-whitewashed bam, red 
and crumbling below, with a ragged, tattered pent-roof 
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thatch above ; the walls, pierced with irr^ular shnt- 
tered holes, are 4 ft thick, and the " great hall " * and 
five dwarf rooms inside suggest comparison with the 
ai extemo size of the edifice. The interiOT is as shabby 
as the exterior, the fiooiB yawn wide, and the ceiling 
threatens to fall. As usual in these baildiogs, there 
is but one entrance, a gloomy and caTernous gate- 
way, like the Arab's " barzah," under the main building. 
The barton between the house and Fetish-ground con- 
tains out-houses and offices for servants and followers; 
a well, which at times fails ; instead of " steeple house " 
a shingled chapel, which is also school-room ; a " cook- 
house" (not a kitchen) ; a bathing-place, bachelwr's 
quarters, four rows of umbrella trees, under whose shade 
is the usual trellised arbour, and the old " Hog-yard,' 
which name, however, is now forgotten. 

The Hog-yard is a square detached house in tite 
centre of the enceinte, near the old circular powder- 
ibagazine; it derives its peculiar appellation from the 
fact that white men were buried here. The founder of 
the fort. Captain Wibume, was the first tenant, and it 
has been since used as a family vault for the savants of 

• It was the mess-room of the goTemor and Us officera, with, whot- 
ever strangen might be stajing in the place. 
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the " Company." Captaia Thomas Phillips tdia us a 
characteristic tale of this institutioo. A Mr. Smith, the 
chief factor, being sick, one of the kings of Whjdah 
in^ted upon sending a Fetish priest to his relief. 
The reverend man, carrying brandy, rum, rice, oil, and 
other creature comforts, entered the Hog-yard, and thus 
addressed the deaf and dumb inmates : 

" ye dead whites that live here 1 you have a mind 
to have Tvith you this factor that is sick, but he is a 
friend to the King, who loves him, and who will not 
part with him as yet ! " 

Then, repairing to Captain Wibume's grave, he 
cried out : 

" thou captain of all the dead whites that lie here ! 
this is thy doing : thou wouldst have this man from us 
to bear thee company, because he is a good man, but 
our King will not part with hun, and thou dialt not 
hare him yet I " 

Thus saying, the holy man made a hole over the 
grave, and poured in the various articles which he had 
brought with him, telling the ghostly tenant that if he 
wanted those things, they were all there for him, but 
the factor he must not expect, and should not have. 

The historian goes on to say that the Et^ishmen 
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present, disgusted by this mummery, kicked the 
Fetisheer out of the fort, and that Mr. Smith inconti- 
nently died, — a proof stronger than any Holy Writ to 
the negro mind that black man's "medicine he be 
good." 

In the Hog-yard also reposes Mr. James, called by 
the natires " Huze-huze." In December and January, 
when the Whydah Fetish f&tes take place, the native 
priests flock with drums to perform idolatrous rites at 
his grave. 

I summoned the Caboceers, and protested against 
these proceedings in the capital of English Town.* 
They of course promised to report my objections to 
the King, and certainly thought no more about the 
matter. The English fort at Whydah is a scandal, 
morally and physically. Compared with the French 
Mission, it gives exactly the measure of difference 
between the white man and the mulatto, — even in 
these lands, where climate is so much against the 
former. The Wesleyan Mission should be ashamed of it, 

* Eagliah Town ia one of the moot popnloiu parts of Whydah, and 
lies behind its fort. Like the other qnarteTB, It ia chiefly inhabited by 
the deaoeadauta of Fort alaves, and they are bound to do cotv& fbr 
English -riiitOTB, They speak a little of o\a language, and they mnater 
perhaps 300 faniilies. 
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A few hundred pounds would make the place respect- 
able, by the expulsion of the Fetish, and by the resto- 
ration of a building Trhich has now passed out of 
government's hands. The sound of psahnody is cer- 
tainly not wanting, indeed, the " holloaing of anthems," 
as Falstaff calls it, is satis superqtte; and besides the 
school-children, there are nearly a score of he-fellows — 
schoolmaster, cook, barber, tailor, interpreter, and 
others- — loafing and lounging about the court and 
arbour. They should be made at least to work their 
cost in salt. I only hope that an English Company 
will, at some not distant day, take the restoration in 
hand. 

In 1842-43, the Wesleyan Mission was nominally 
estabUshed at Whydah by Mr. T. B. Freeman, the 
" Bishop of the Gfold Coast," and Mr. Dawson, the com- 
panion of his travels. Eleven years afterwards they 
were followed by the Reverend Mr. Bernasko, the pre- 
sent principal and the sole occupant of the English 
Port, accompanied by a Mr. Laing, now doing duty at 
Annamaboe. They began by a melange of commerce 
and conversion, which was far from being favourably 
i:eceived by King Gezo. Perhaps for that reason they 
have been taken en amitU by his royal son. Gelele has 
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given over to them six youtiis, sons of the old Fort slavea 
of the English town ; he -will not, however, allow the 
number to be increased. The total of the oongr^ation 
is a dozen men, mostly Fantis, and all coloured. The 
school-muster greatly varies : when I was last there, it 
numbered forty-six pupils, of whom twenty-three were 
boarders, including the human presents given accM-ding 
to custom by the King to his various visitors at Agbome. 
Amongst others under the charge of Mrs. Bemasko, is 
" Jane," popularly called the Commodore's Wife, a hoge 
porpoise, a female Daniel Lambert, and a iair match 
for three men. There also are the two girls, "one 
about twelve, the other sixteen, very pretty and intelli- 
gent,"^^ dashed at Agbome to Captain Wilmot for 
education in England. Tastes in the matter of beauty 
differ. I found "Amelia," the younger, aged at least 
sixteen, and an uncommonly plain and dingy specimen ; 
whilst "Emma," the elder, had passed eighteen, and 
wore an expression of intense stupidity, combined widi 
the external development of a female " Legba." They 
are thus too old to learn, and in these days it is not 

* See Appendix III., Desputclies from Commodore Wilmot, respeet- 
ing bis visit to the Eiog of Dahomy, in December, 1862, and Jannarj-, 
1863. PreBented to the Honee of CommonB by command of HerUajestj-, 
in porenance oi their addreae, June 16, 18S3, 
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SO easy as it was to become African "princesees." 
FbaaSiy, neither of them om be termed Daboman, — 
the former is an Ishaggan, and the latter is a Makhi 
captive. 

For the English name in these parts, I am sorry to 
see Mr. Bernasko so situated. He has small pay, a large 
family, and many calls upon his purse. But it draws 
down contempt upon a faith when its teachers are 
compelled to trade for their livelihood, and to keep 
within a few yards of their chapel a shop in which 
cloth and pottery, rum and ammunition, are sold. 

Passing out of the English fort, we see in front and 
on the off side erf "Main Street," tWo brick pillars 
inclined like the leaning towers of Bologna, and show- 
ing where once was the factory garden. Here grew the 
orange-grove alluded to by Dr. M'Leod, and the thin 
tamarind under which Governor Abson was buried. 
It has long been abandoned to the weeds, and a dozen 
sheep and goats now pick a scanty meal. On the 
right hand and to the south-west of Wilham's Fort, is a 
large ruined establishment that belonged to Ignacio de 
Souza, a son of the onginal Chacha. He fell into dis- 
grace four to five years ago, under the suspicion of 
having reported to a British cruiser the intended 
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departure of a slaver, and he mysteriously disappeared. 
His property was "broken" by the "Don-pwe peo- 
ple " * here, a sign of complete and iiretricTable ruin. 
It is a custom borrowed from the old kings of Whydah. 
The house has lately been granted by the King to a 
Mr. Crafl, a mulatto, not a negro, as his semi-scientific 
auditors at Newcastle firmly believed him to be. The 
repairs will cost about £600, but this agent to the 
new "Company of Afiican Merchants" says that he 
will easily make it pay. Perd veremos .' 

Bending towards the north of the English fort, we 
pass through a large empty space now being cleared of 
grass for the Christmas " play." It shows a big tree- 
grown hole 'whose earth has been excavated for 
building, and a central shed erected by the present 
King for his " Blue " guards to marshal, dance, drink, 
and settle the palavers peculiar to their corps. The 
" Blues " outside the palace, also called " English Com- 
pany," correspond with the " Fanti company" of women 
inside : they are held to be body-guards, but they are 

* Dob (young), and pwe (flnall or Toniig, as in Pwe-Ti). These are 
a tnx^ of petita jeunea homniei, wlio muBt do Bometbiiig to distinguuh. 
themKlves, oTgaoiied by the King for his eBpeoial serrioe, and to ooan- 
teroot tlis hxj and orofty Tetenni, These moulardt are under a heod- 
iDBD, and eaoli great Caboceer has at least one BoO'pwe. 
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not regulars. For this reason it ia called, after one of 
the royal houses at the capital, Jegbe. 

Beyond this square is a dark circular clump of giant 
trees, — splendid figs, calabashes, and borabaxes rising 
from a dense bush -which doubtless has witnessed many 
a deed of darkness. One would suppose that they 
tvere fetished to preserve them ; but the Tree and the 
Ocean, as well as the Snake, formed of old the peculiar 
cultns of Whydah. At its eastern end is the second 
lion of the town, and a very minute one, the Sanh- 
hwe,* or Boa Temple. It ia nothing but a small 
cyliudrical mud hut — some fetish houses are square 
— with thick clay walls supporting a flying thatch roof 
in extinguisher shape. Two low narrow doorless 
entrances front each oth^, leading to a raised floor of . 
tamped earth, upon which there is noAiing but a broom 
and a basket. It is roughly whitewashed inside and 
out, and when I saw it last a very lubberly fresco of a 



* Or DBnhgbwe-Iive, or Vodun-Lwe, (.e^FetiaiiHaxiKfiarexeelleiteei 
In all these vorda tlie n ia tuglily naaal. A oommou make is Dolled 
Duili ; the python, Duihgbwe, a pnrelv Wbjdih word, whioh miut not 
be confonnded with Dsgbwe, "good." Dr. H'Leod oormpts the word 
to Daboa. 'Obwe means a bosh, but according to mj interpreten it is 
no component part of Danhgbwe. Hwe signifies, I have Mtid, a honae 
■nd granada, in fact the, whole establishment, aa dittioguished £rom 
Bo, a room (as in Zi-ho, a oeiling'd or atore-room]. 
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ship under fuU sail Bprawled on the left of the doonray. 
A little distance from the entrance irere three small 
pennons, red, white, and blue cottons tied to the top of 
tall polei9. 

The Danhgbwe is here worshipped, like the monkey 
near Accra and Wnm, the leopard of Agbome, the 
iguana of Bonny, and the crocodile at Savi, Porto S^uro, 
and Badagry. The reptile is a brown yellow-and-white- 
streaked python of moderate dimenaionB ; and none 
^pear to exceed fire feet. The narrow neck and head 
tapering like the alow- worm's, show it to be harmless ; 
the negro indeed says that its bite is good as a defence 
against the renomous species, and it is tame with con- 
stant handhng. M. Wallon saw 100 in the temple, 
some 10 feet long, and he tells his readers that they 
are never known to bite, whereas they use their sharp 
teeth like rats. Of these " nice gods " I coxmted seven, 
including one which was casting its sbugh ; all were 
reposing upon the thickness of the clay wall where it 
met the inner thatch. They often wander at night, 
and whilst I was sketching the place a negro brought 
an estray in Ids arms ; before raising it, he rubbed his 
right hand on the ground and duly dusted his forehead, 
as if grovelling before the king. The ugly brute coiled 
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harmlessty round his seek, like a " doeiored ** cobra in 
India or Algeria- Other snakea may be killed and 
cxrried dead through the town, Imt strangera who meddle 
with, the Danhgbwe must lod£ out for "palarers," 
wbicb, hoirerer, will probably now resolve themselves 
into a Sne. In oldeu times death has been the con- 
sequence of killing one of these reptiles, and if the 
auake be abused, " serious people " atiU stc^ their eats 
and ruu away. 

"Wlien under former reigns a native killed a Danh- 
gbwe, even accidentally, he was put to death ; now, the 
mtcrderer is placed somewhat like the Salamanders of 
old Yauxhall, in a hole under a hut of dry faggots 
thatched with grass which has been well greased with 
palm-oiL This ia fired, and he must rush to the nearest 
running vrater, mercilessly belaboured with sticks and 
pelted with clods the whole way by the Danhgbwe- 
no,* or fetish-priests. Many of course die under the 
gauntlet. Thus there is a baptSme de feu as well as a 
dapteme ^eau ; fire and water, to say nothing of the 
gauntlet, must combine to efface the god-killing 

* Ho, &t the end of a componnil word, means primarily mother [«.?., 
Dontigbwe-no, anake-mother) ; tropically, master of, or in the Arabic 
genae, &thet of (e.g., Abu. Hanasli, father of anate). Ita general use 
sfaom the ■nperior dignity of ths lower eex in Bahome. 
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crime.* The elder de Souza saved many a victim by 
stationing a number of his slaves round the deicide, with 
orders to hustle and beat him in semblance not in 
reahty. This was truly the act of a " Good Samaritan." 

Ophiolatry in our part of AMca is mostly confined 
to the coast regions ; the Popes and Windward races 
worship a hiack snake of larger size ; and in the Bight 
of Biafra the Kimbi or Brass Biver peoplef are as 
bigoted in boa-religion as are the Wbydahs. The 
system is of old date : Bosnian, at the beginning of the 
last century, described it almost as it is at present. It 
well suits the gross materiidism of these races, and yet 
here men ought to be tired of it. As will afterwards 
appear, the snakes lost their kingdom ; yet we are told 
that when the Dahomans permitted serpent-worship to 
continue, the Wbydahs, abundantly thankful, became 
almost reconciled to the new stem rule. 

Snake worship is both old and widely spread ; | we 



* Ur. Dimoan witneBBed Uiis " absurd. aiLd savage aaatom," and de- 
tailed it m ToL i., p. 195. 

t There the python hu exceeded, I am told, nineteen feet in length. 
Dr. U'Leod saya that in Dahome manj- have been found from thir^ to 
thirty-six feet long, and of proportional girth, but he does not say that 
he saw them. 

} Man's natural sense of personal fear probably originated tiie nuny 
faaoifal ideas oonoeming the sffiYisuma vipera; — it is truly said, Timor 
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recognise it among the Psylli of the ancients, and in 
the Roman" Ophiolatreia of which Livy wrote angueni 
in quo ipsum numen faisse comtahat. In the Christian 
Church the animal was adored by the Ophites, perhaps 
on the same principle that the Sheytan Farast pro- 
pitiates H. S. M., or that certain ignorant Roman 
Cathohcs have burned the candle at both ends in ' 
honour of the Powers of Light and Darkness. The 
Ophites were thus opposed to the orthodox, who held 
the unfortunate animal to be the " fetal destroyer of the 
human race," the " type of the devil and deluder of 
maokind." Barbot quotes upon this subject the 
Golden Serpent of the first Israelites, the Brazen 
Snake of Moses, the Dragon of Babylon, and the 
Thermutis or Asp of Egypt, where it was accounted 
one of the most valuable symbols of religion." Eras- 
mus Stella informs us, in bis Antiquities of Borussia, 
that people began worship by ophiolatry. Sigismund, 
baron of Huberstein, in his account of Moscovy, says, 
" that snakes were adored in Samogitia and Lithuania." 

/*eil deo». The surpassing mibtlety of tbe brate, the female rapposed 
to deroiii the male, and the fonng their parent, with the monstioua 
imaginative ofishoota — dcagons, fiery snakes, the great aea-aerpeat, — all 
Boeh romantio zool<^ seems to hare originated {com. one and the same 
ioarooi. 

VOL. I. H 
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The Naga of India was the Couch of Vishnu -and the 
type of eternity ; it is still revered by the snake- 
charmer.* Herodotm (3. 74) mentiona the sacred 
serpent at Thebes. The Romans during a plague 
brought iEsculapiue, son of Apollo, from Epidaurns, 
in the form of a huge serpent, and 'with great focrifiees 
and ceremonies lodged him in an island of the Tiber. 
Finally, I may observe that from the Slave-CcHKt 
" Vodun " or Fetish we may derive the " Vaudoux " or 
small green snake of the Haytian negros, so well-known 
by the abominable orgies enacted before the "Vaiuioux 
King and Queen," f and the "King Snake" b still 
revM-ed at S'a Leone. 

On the other side of the road the devotees of the 
snake are generally lolling upon the tree roots in pre- 
tended apathy, but carefully watching over their gods. 
Here too are tihe fetish schools, where any child 
touched by the holy reptile must be taken for a year 
from its parents — who " pay the piper " — and mtrat 

* In bygone days at Bajroda of Onzerat I stodied snake'OIuLrming 
nnder a native professor, when some of my brother offioere — after filling 
the bouse with the hagest rante, to testify their abhorrenoe of frog- 
eat«rB — killed in waggishness a' fine oobnu The terrified Hindu wonld 
neTer again " darken " those doon. 

t Tb« orgies are derived from the old ffrtdsh praotifles, -whieh may be 
fonnd in Bosman and Barbot. 
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be twght the various arts of Ednging and jdaDcing 
necessary .to the worstip. This part of tUe sjeteBi 
has howerer lost much of the excesses that pFevailed 
in the last century, when, at the pleasure of the strong- 
backed fetish men, even the king's daughters were not 
esouaed from incarceration and from its presunia,ble 
object. The tem^de is still annually Visited by the 
Viceroy, during the interval after the Ouatoms and 
befoxe the campaigmng season. He takes one bullock, 
-with goats, fowls, clotii, rum, meal, and water to the 
priest, who, holding a bit of kola nut, pri^s aloud for 
the King, the country, and the crops. 

Close to the Boa Temple is the paJace.of the Yfiyo- 
gan,* or Vicert^ of Whydah. This is an important 

• It is an old Whydah title, dating before the oonqueet. In the old 
days, the "Coke" was the head Cabooeer in the aheenoe of the Tevo- 
gan (Dr. M'Leod, p. 68). I oannot find the title now. The word is 
spelt with a. complexity of error. The History gives Yavonghah ; Mr, 
. Dunoan, Avogsw and Avoga; Captain Wilmot, Yavogah ; and btherti, 
Yavogar, ahowing how eeeily the H, the R, and the highly nasal K, may 
be confounded by unpraotiied eara. The French prefer Jevoghan. 
Commaiidet Forbes, who realised the fact that Ffon is a monosyllabic 
tongne, but who did not take the trouble to aacertain tho only important 
patt of his discovery, namely, what the syUablea are, produced the 
cniions etymology Ee-a-boo-gan. 

The word is Tevo-gan, " White man's captain,"— "Whydah being held 
to be a white man's town. Yevo means a white man, the oibo oi oyibo of 
the £gbas. Ye is a. shadow, and vo signifies ripe or red. Oan has been ex- 
pUiaed as a captain or chief, and must not be confounded with gan, metaL 
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post, and the holder is the third dignitary of the 
kingdom- He is proposed by the MeU or second 
minister, his afler patron, and he is installed by the 
King, under whose indirect protection he is. The 
Viceroy is surrounded by the cleverest spies and 
councillors ; on his own ground he is strong, but once 
in the capital he falls into the hands of his protector. 
He is ever liable to be summoned to Agbome, and 
etiquette compels him to ride a wretched garron, upon 
which he is supported by his slaves. His soldiers may 
amount, not to 2000, as some say, but to 200. He is 
at once council, jury, and judge ; he cannot, however, 
put a Dahoman to death even for crime without send- 
ing him for examination to the King. He has un- 
limited powers of imprisonmeat and bastinado ; indeed, 
the local system seems to be that which kept the old 
British man-of-war in such grand discipline ; all are in 
ranks, and the superior "sticks" every one below him. 
He is great at embezzlement, and woe betide the 



Again, Commander Forbes and U. 'Wallon tell ns that the P. N. of tlie 
Yevogan is Dagbab, Bagbwa, and Degba. The phrase Da-gba implies 
"heboldsalarge gourd or oalabaBb" — Whfdahbeing.aa it veie, the lung's 
oomncopia — it iras a. title which the present man took for himself. - Mr. 
Dnuoan, toI. i,, p. 117, erroneously explains the word to signify that the 
£ing would drink wat«c with him— the strongest mark of friendship. 
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litigious wight whose cause falls into his hands. Both 
he and his lieutenant must be propitiated before he 
will forward a visitor's message to the King ; and both, 
though they can do little to assist, are powerful in 
impeding progress.* However, a piece of silk, and a 
few bottles of French " "tafia," suffice for each, and 
both vouchsafe a return in provisions. I reserve a 
personal description of the Yevo-gan till we meet him 
at Kana. 

The Yevo-gan's palace is a large enceinte to the 
north of the town, with four principal entrances. That 
on the north-east ia the " Bwendemen." t It opens upon 
a square or space full of fetish huts, one of which 
covers the skuU of the African wild buffalo, now extinct 
in these parts, and under the straggling trees deputa- 
tions are received. To the north is "Ganhori;" the 
western entrance is known as " Ohongaji ; ^' and the 
southern, leading to the Snake House, is "Agoll" The 
interior is the normal labyrinth of courts and tents, 
each with two doorways ; you reach the audience 

* The preBent aab-vioeroy being a consin aad e, partioular Mend of 
the King, has imQinal powers of peraaaaion ; bat snoh is by no means 
always the case. The " Friace," of whom more hereafter, is oonBideied 
a firm Mend to the English nation. 

t The first gate made when building the honse U always so named. 
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charaber after SMue twenty turnings, though, perhaps 
it was a few yards from the entrance passage, and it is 
concealed, like the owner's "wifery," by mud walls. 
The great man, after the usual formality of canea and 
complimentB, causes visitors, if they allow it, to fiers 
aid^amera, ^ill his toilette is satisfactory, in a palm- 
nut paved 6uthouse near his pony's stable. Dignity 
makes this demand ; the negro grandee must nob 
appear curious or anxious to see his visitor, wha will 
ensure a. better reception next time by making the 
l^adest demonstrations of indignation.. The. dignitary 
receives in a small clean verandah, wherei aa. chairs 
may not be used by the Heges of Dahome, he is 
found reclining npon the uncarpeted floor; He escorts 
the visitor beyond his walls, and he never fails to 
beg that a decent horse: may be sent out to him from 
Europe, Asia, or the other quarters of the " in- 
habited quarter."' 

Crossiag Main Street from north to-8euth,,we proceed 
to the' sonthrwesL of the town, where stands the Bra*- 
zilian fort, the residence of the de Souza family. The 
huge mud pile occupies the base of a rude triangle, 
called a square, under whose shady trees; in the 
mornings find evenings, block cattle, muster strong. 
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Smaller tenements, in the south of Europe style, hare 
been, added to both ades. The old man, howeTer,' 
vQoLi not inhabit the house on the jHx^r right of the 
fctfit, from a superstitious fimcy that it ttouM be.iatal to : 
him. The western turret or gable of the huge central 
building which &ces southwards, may be seen from the 
sea, afiording an excellent mark to the aspiring gunner. 
The peculiar feature of the Uhon-nukon,* or Praija, is 
a oircular wattling, six feet in diameter, planted round 
with the tall thunder-fetish 8hrub.t No one sees the 
interior, and even afi^er fires that have calcined the 
Uva, hedge, it is carefully covered with leaves. It is 
said to ccoLtain a round shot fired from the roads, 
probably out of an old long carronade (32-pounder, 
9 ft. 6 in. in length, and 56 cwt.), by Commander Hill, 
'RJS., who, io 1S44, succeeded Mr. Maclean as 
Governor of the Gold Coast. The missile fell opposite 
the house of M. Martinez, and was removed to this 
place, where it has ever since been held fetish. 

* Uhoa (gate), and Nnkon (before), «'.«., tlie iptea befon the gtto. 

t By the natiyet it ii oalled Ayyan or Soyyaa ; held in the hand, « 
leaf preTenta the gaa from banting, and the stioks are used in thnnder- 
■warttdp, henoe the name in the text; It is a tall ihritb, with broad 
ennibnn laaTM, like a Pandaniu, but of a darker green, and it growa alt 
abcmt tin ooaat, extending ai far ai Agbome. Sometimes it i* pollarded, 
and in thit state it is set round other sacred trees. 
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The founder of the family, M. Francisco Fellis de 
Sousa or Souza, left Eio Janeiro in 1810, not, as Com- 
mander Forbea * says, a fugitive for political crime, nor 
as Captain Canotf asserts, " a deserter from the arms 
of his imperial master," but simply as a peasant who 
frished to see the world. He first settled at a place 
which he called Ajudo,t near Little Popo, and presently 
he became Governor of the Portuguese fort here. 
About 1843 he wag raised to the Chachaship, the 
principal agency in commercial matters between the 
King and all strangers ; he thus became captaui of the 
merchants, and the second dignitary at Whydah. As 
he could command refusal of all articles offered for 
sale, and he had the regulation of the " De -' — alcav&la, 

* Vol.i.p..I9G. Commander FoibeBwuabotaiainfornied when lie ttates 
"fthen Da (de) Souza died a bojand a girl were decapitated andbnried 
vith him, besides three men who were sacrificed on the twach at 
Whydah (vol. i. p. 33). All denominationB at Whydah deny this; nor 
IB it probable after the deceased's life-long opposition to thia partiaolar 
enonnity. 

f Captain Canot ; or, Twenty Yean of an. A^oan Slarer. Entertain- 
ing, but enperfioial ; the auUior manifeatlj does not know tlist "Cha- 
cha " is a title, not a name. 

X There are acme four "Ajado" hereabouts, all so called by tbo old 
De Souza, meaning " Deos me ajudd" — God helped me. Some wrongly 
write Ajido. Others prefer Ajudo, help, aid; the fall phrase being "Com 
^jttda de Deos ;" hence the Ajada Palace, in Portugal, From direotionB 
of.lettere, I belieYe Ajnda and Ayuda to be &e popular FortugDese and 
Brazilian names for Wfaydoh. 
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octroi, or excise — ^he became Tery ■wealthy. He was 
ever hospitable and generous to Hr. Duncan*, and other 
Englishmen, although he owed to us the loss of a score 
of ships. He won the esteem of honest men, despite 
his slave-trading propensities, by discouraging torture 
and death ; whilst, unlike too many other whites, he 
systematically refused to be present at htunan sacrifice. 
When &r advanced in life, he had the honour to entertain 
the Prince de Joinville, and he died in Hay, 1849. 

On the elder De Souza's demise, the Chachaship was 
contested by three of his one hundred children. Isidore, 
the King's favourite, succeeded ; but, Uke all the juniors 
and African born of the family, he departed life young. 
Hollowed Antonio, commonly called Kwaku, or Wed- 
nesday ,t a debauched man, rich, prodigal, and bigoted ; 
he had thousands of armed and trained slaves ; he 
built a swish-house with rum instead of water, wishing 
to imitate the King, who for such purpose uses blood ; 

* " A more generoas or benevolent man perhaps never esuted," Myt 
that traveller (vol. i. p. 194. Bee aleo vol. ii. p. 29S). 

t So called from the day of Ml birth, a Gold-Coaat cnitom. The 
word is here oormptod to Coob. Kwabna (Tuesday) and Wedneaday are 
"strong days" of birth; children that appear on Fridaya, Satordaya, 
and Mondays are "weak aa water." Ur. Dunoan (vol. i. p. 193) 
remaika, " On no acooimt will a native sleep with his. head towards. the 
Ma, nor enter a new hoiue to take poesessioa aa a dwdling on k Toaidfty 
or Friday, both those daya being reckoned onlaeky," 
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and he threatened to compel Gezo perfbrcetobecnme 
a ChcUtian. His career was abort, and he ttos sac- 
ceedad hj his uterine brother,* Ignacio, ■whose n^stermus 
iate has been mentioned. The present Chacha, popu- 
lariy called S'or Chico, ia " Prandsco," also a son of the 
oldl De Souza, aged about forty, tinted, betweai a 
mulatto and a quadroon, with features Europeui in. the 
upper half, and African below, a scant beard, and a not 
unpleasant expression of countenance. He has. little 
jajwer, and Uiua the whole authority of the place has 
hesai centered, much to the detriment of cpnuneccBrin 
tha hands of the wicked old Yevo-gan. 

The family is charged with exercising a pernicious 
iaflnence over the minds of the King and the people of 
Dahome. It is. still nunierous.t The daughters of the 



* The mother was a large Traman &om Agwe, dashed to the old 
Chaohft. Her name wag Akho-'ai, i.e., £mg'a Wife, but she had no 
OODneotion with loyal^, 

t The foUowiug b a list of the preunt heads of the De Soaza fomilj', 
all being " Hijos de WbyAah. " :— 
1. Francisco Pellis de Souza. 
£ UmoA 
3.. Antonio 
1. JoJiaQ 
, s. Janiiaria> 
S. Oandido: 
. T^ Asbmia 
8. ikodrea 



Tvdgadf called. £ito. 
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house being too high to. marr;, temporarily hoaotir 
the.maa \rho has the fratune to please, them, and are 
bbH. to. reproduce in the Brazilian factory the state of 
morals that prevailed in the palacea of the old Persian 
kings and the Incas of Feru. i 

Passing up the AjudoAkhi 'men, or Ajudo JTarket, hy : 
which, we entered the town, we turn to the north-west, 
and once more pass ioto Main Street. Here we find the • 
third bazar, Zo mai 'khi men, " Curfew market/'* It was . 
so called by the old Chacha, who would not allow the ■ 
grass, to be burned hereabouts, having a large store of 
gunpowder in Zomai House, a big swish buildmg, now in 
mit^. There is nothing remarkable in this market. 



9t Julio Fellis de SoQza. , 

10. Lino „ „ 

11. Jos* „ „ 

12. Pedro „. „ 

13. Ignacia „ ,, 

Tbe nunsa of the sisters who are at all distinguislied, are— 
1. Maria Amalia Fellis da Sooza. 
■2. Ssbiua „ „ 

3, Pianoisoa „ ,p 

4. Antonia „ „ 

Uiere are many f oong obildien ; abont a Kundied are known. Th« 
only grandson of any importanoe is Antonio Franoiaoo de Sooza, sen of 
" Ewakn," and aged about twenty-eigbt. The late Isidore left two 
boys, Leandro Smaho and Sioinio Agripo, and two giria, Maria das 
DoMi.and Joanna Iiidora, who aro looked upon as Africans. 

• Zo (fire), Ma (not), I (oome), 'Khi (from akhi, market), Man (in). 
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Bending northwards, we find the French fort, as 
iBual — in these days, at least — the finest building in the 
place, with all the miUtary air proper to the Grande 
Nation : it is, indeed, the only tenement that does not 
cry for repair. Still, it is- a peaceful establishment, 
belonging to M. E^gis (Ain4), of Marseille, the well- 
known emigrationisfc now reduced to palm-oih It 
occupies the site of the old French fort, whose governor, 
in the days of Louis XVI., had such influence over the 
country, and which in its career was twice destroyed 
by the Dahomans, whilst several governors lost their 
lives. Barbot* gives a detailed history of its original 
foundation in 1669—1671, by MM. Du Bourg and 
Cai-alof, with the consent of the King of Whydah, for 
the French West Indian Company. The old traveller 
places the factory at " Pilleau or Pelleau " — names now 
unknown — " a little beyond the swamp, and two miles 
from the sea." It is badly situated ; the air hereabouts 
is malarious, and hotter than at the other three forts. 
Behind, or northwards, is Salam Fran9ai3, or Frendi 
Town, peopled, like the rest, by the descendants of the 

* Book 4, chap. i. Where also may be found a long uooont of tlu 
aqnabblea of the two foundera, and the dupotea with their seaiora, the 
Dutch Company. 
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Fort grumettos. They are now reduced from 1500 
to a very small number, and they are considered a 
treacherous runaway race, the worst hammock-bearers 
at Whydah * 

A marble tablet over the drawbridged gateway of 
the French fort informs us that it was restored by M. 
B^gis, in 1842, and It is said that the repairs cost as 
much as though it had been re-made with stone. The 
main building fronting the sea southwards is tiled, not 
thatched, a necessary precaution, as will be seen, 
against the fires here frequent, and it has a tall central 
belvedere. The two bastions to the north-east and 
south-west have been whitewashed and repaired ; the 
former, being nearer the town, mounts six guns, not 
including four fixed in the swish ; and the latter had a 
telegraph for signalling to the ships in the roads. 
Besides which, a battery without affAts lies on the 
ground opposite the entrance. The ditch is uncleaned 
and efficient, whilst the three remaining walls of the 

* The French factory ia oomposed as follows :— 

1. M. Harius Baumas, i^nt en chef of the faotories of H. B^gia, 

Binoe 1863 French codbuI for Whydali and Porto Novo {whera 
he moBtly ceaidcB), aod chief of the Whydah factory. 

2. H. B6raud. 

3. U. ArdusoD. 

4. H. Paiegrin. 
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enceinte are of coarse red claj, and hj no meaxm in 
good order, suggesting the idea of :a " dicky," Tvhich is 
also charactetistia The immense 'compound umtaiQS 
a well, a cooperage, a smithy, a trellised arbour, attd 
other Jlecesjgaries. Outside the gateway it was pro- 
- posed to found an establishment for the French mis- 
sicmers, who sensibly went eastwards, and foond a 
site one to three degrees (F.) cooler. Here tme of the 
agents attempted to plant cotton, and nec^sarily failed 
for want of regular labour. 

It is not unamusing to compare with fact M. ICal- 
Ion's account of this factory. Its disinterestedimBS in 
supplying rival harraconniers with Zanzilmr oonrras, 
its high sense of honour, provoking the hostility of the 
Yevo-gan, and its grand prospects as a ciTiliztug «nd 
Ohristiamzing agent, are ikeams — ^not of tJlie wise. .The 
connection of France with Whydah has not been, and 
is not, a credit to our rivals ; nor is be their Iriend -who 
tells them the contrary. The Maison E^s is a barra- 
coon, a slave-yard, where, with detestable hypocrisy, 
"emigrants"* and "free labourers" were lodged in 
jail till they could be transported a loisir. Such is the 

* MoBt people know that vith the j»ni/i)«ston, " emigrant," like "up- 
tive," meaui a. potohtued Bkre, 
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establisbment which a Frencii naval officer jireteaiAs to 
praise. J^t M. WalloD himself, wlien io the ".Diahnst," 
had proceeded to the capital in .order to procnre -40^000 
hands. If the house has become a centre of licit cchh- 
meroe, it has not to thank its proprietor, his agents, or 
the officera that aided and abetted him. Finally, after 
the d^th of King G^zo, who mightily affected French- 
men, it has fallal into utter contempt ; the present ruler 
treats its fferant en chef as a servant. M. Baumas, 
althjiugh calling himself French consul, was, after his 
last vi^t to Kana, in 1863, ordered not to ipiit 
Whydah, and he was compeUod te £y on bosnl a. 
French man-of-war. 

We now resume our route weitifvards, passing sundry 
&QS lunaes, especially those of M. l^obre, a friend of 
Grezo, who during the same year followed his royal 
patron to the dark world, and of M. J. C. Muniz, whose 
African son has just come into possession of his pro- 
perty. Issuing from the habitations, we visit the western- 
most point of Whydah Town, the Zo Mai 'Khimen 
Kpota, or " Fire Come not in Market Hillock."* It is a 
swell in the open ground, which commands a full view 

* Ejiotft HiMna a gentle riie of gronnd, opposed to S6, a hill, and to 
So dibo (literally big hill), a mountam. 
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of the shipping. Here we may see the coffee-like shrub 
which produces the fruit known on the Grold Coast as 
the "miraculouB berry."* A little to the N.W. are two 
huge cotton trees ; that nearer the town is called Foli 
Hun, or FoU's Bombax, with the following legend 
attached to it 

The Whydahs, assisted by the Fopos, had made 
many a stout-hearted but vain attempt to recover their 
city, especially under their brave leader Shampo, a 
refugee Dahoman. This general growing old, was suc- 
ceeded in the command by his son Foli or Fori (the 
"Affurey" of the History), and, in 1763, when Tegb- 
wesun (Bossa Ahadi) was on the throne, the fi^tives 
once more attacked his garrison. 

At first the Whydahs were successful ; they marched 

* The Fantis call it Sabla or Samballi (which the Preface to the His- 
toiy, p. yiii., and lutrodnctiott, p. 0, turn into Aasabah, and opins to be 
an oxyglfous) and the Ffon terms it Sisnah. It ia the Osseuoasa of the 
Bonn}' E., and grows eveiywhere on the Gold Const and in the Big-hta. 
The frnit is a brab-like beny, oherrf red and jellow, with a thin whito 
pulp and a large black stone. It is hardlj capable of making " a lime 
taate like a very ripe china orange, or vinegar like sweet wine" (loc. oit.), 
but it sweetens water with a clojing taste, and remains long npon the 
palate. Perhaps it might be useful in sugar making, Br. U'Leod 
Biaggerates still further its peenliaiitieB— " Whoever eata this berry in 
the morning, must be content, at least for that day, to forego the 
natnral fluTour of every kind of food,' whether animal orvegetable" 
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in without opposition ; and when old "Honnou,"* the 
viceroy, attempted to defend his town, they wounded 
him and repulsed his troops. "Baddely," the second 
in command, fought bravely, till, pressed by a superior 
force, he was compelled to shelter himself under the 
guns of the French fort, and the latter, although the 
enemy had begun to burn down the suburbs, ungrate- 
fully poUti(^ fired nothing but blank cartridge to defend 
their friends. 

The Whydaha and Popos, inspirited by this trea- 
cherous proceeding, advanced through the town ; after 
another action to the S.E. of, and just outside, the 
suburbs, where the Godome entrance now is, they drove 
the enemy into the bush. When passing the Snglish 
factory, one of the savage soldiery espied a white woman. 
Governor Goodson's " wife," combing her long hair, and 
protruding her head from the window, to see, I suppose, 
the " fun." Esclaiming, " What animal can that be 1 " 
t^e man pierced her throat with a musket-ball ; upon 
which the Englishman let fiy a storm of grape-shot and 



• These names are from the History, whioh ignores the GoTemor'a 
" wife," merely saying that Mr. Ooodaon had prepared to give the rebels 
B, Tery varm leoeptioa, and fired into them accordingly. On the other 
hand, Eing Oezo has often told the tradition as above narrated. The 
" wife " might have been, and ten to one was, some fair mnlattrpss. 
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muslcet-bullets, ^hich made a prod^ous havoc »iioi^;st' 
the. fiieudly Whydahs. The Portuguese fort, suspect- 
ing some treachery, took up the fire; and all the. otiiera 
foUo'weil suit, thus completiug the discomfiture of the 
townspeople. The Dahomau^ who, under " Badddjj" 
Trere lurking near, and collecting their men from the 
plantations, resumed the offensire mth such fiiry, that , 
they killed thirty out of thirty-tvro hostile umbrellas, or 
general officers. Foli, overwhelmed with grief and 
shame, sat down under that Bombax and shot himself. 
In memory of his deeds, the fourth madiet-daj at. 
Whydah is called FoH-'hunrglo.* 

This was the second occasion upon which the English 
gave Whydeih to the Dahomans. Tegbwesan acknow- 
ledged that his good son had the sole merit of the 
Tictory, and the memory of " Ajangan" is still green in 
the land. To the present day the King always remarks 
officially to Englishmen who do not understand him, 
that from the first the British were the greatest friends 
of hia fiunily.t 

* Comm&nder Forbes (vol. i. p. 114) sajs, " This was murket-dftf at 
the fooT-day murket at Forree." The / in Foli is aoimded Bomewhat. 
like the peculiar SanEkrit I (35). 

f See ia Commodore 'Wilmot'a Despa,tch the naual garbled acooant of 
this affair; Bacb as it is, howerer, people believed it in Wbydah till I 
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There is now too aodety in Whydah ; * the quondam 
mUlioBairoB retain t^eir hospitality, but not the means 
of gratifying it. The old da;a of sporting, picnics, and 
procwMon^ of dancing, loving, drinking, and playing, 
are gona, prolKibly nerer to return. The place is tem- 
poranly rained, and dull as dull can be, except Trhen 
the accasimal breaking of the blockade gir@ it a kind 
of galrajiic life. Such was the case in October, 1863 ; 
the roada ■were stopped on the 7th, and three daya 
afterwards a fine steamer, cwrying 900 souls, got off 
between Godome and Jackin.-|- All the principal ven- 
tor^s gave a. banquet, ending in a tripotage, which 
began at 4 fjl, and ended ten hours afterwards ; none 
but the members of the Lyons Mission were exempted 
from attendance ; even the non-slaving traders and 
otters were there drinking pro-slavery toasts which 
would have given a philanthropist " fits." 

collected the true detailB. Some, indeed, aod they were not few, referred 
it to the fint capture of Whydah by the Bahomana. 

* Br. M'Leod (A Yoyage to Afcioa), in 1803, oonaidera Whydah tlte 
" Cireastia of A&ioa, not from the fairness, but from the glossy blaok- 
neas of the ladies' akina, imd the dooility of their dispositions." Com- 
mander Forbes (1849) seems to haye suffered from the " meretricioOB 
gaze of the femalea," whioh he attributes to the "personal depravity of 
the slave merohants." I saw no signs of this debaaoheryi the people 
were oivil and respectful — the one thing needful in the Aftioan. 

t Aoootding to some, in the preceding month a brig had cleared irom 
Grand Popo, carrybg 300 head. 
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All here is now in transition state. Slave exporting 
is like gambling, a form of intense excitement 'which 
becomes a passion ; it is said that after once^ shipping 
a man, one must try to ship another. And the natives 
of Whydah give the licit dealer scanty encouragement 
Having lived so long without severer toil than kidnap- 
ping, they are too old to learn labour, they allow their 
houses to fall, their plantations to re-become bush, their 
streets to be half-grown with rank grass, and their 
swamps to reek undrained. 

Let us hope that a step in advance is now being 
taken. Much might be expected from the soIdier-Uke 
^scipline of Dahoman despotism, if compulsorily apphed 
to honest labour. 
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CHAPTER V. 

FROM WHYDAH TO ALLADA, THE HALF-WAY . HOUSE. 

CoMM. KrxTON left Whydah December 10, and our 
departure appeared imminent. Unfortunately, certain 
Wen-san-gun,* or royal messengers, announced their 
arrival; they had walked from the capital in three 
days, and though fire would not have made them own 
it, they required rest. 

The King had despatched- two of his Akho 'si,t or 

* The French have dmbhed theae offioem Saeadere, for what reason 
I know not. The English of old times eaUed them " Half-heads," from 
theii shaving off a moiety of their wool ; in those dajs they wore a demi- 
' dozen strings of human teeth orer the shoulder to the knee. 'Sov few . 
con display anoh dcootatioii. Dr. M'Leod appropriately termed them 
the mortal metsengert, in contradistinction to the immortals, sent, as 
will presently be explained, to the Shades. 

t Akho 'si properly means king's vdfe ; it is applied to the ennnchs, 
who, as customary throughout Yoruba, form part of the royal establish- 
ment. Ur. Doncan (vol. i, p. 279) signaUy mistakes the meaning of 
"king's wife." The operation is performed in the palace, at the age of 
eighteen to tweoty, by evulsion, others say by scission and extraotioD, 
and the victims remain anorohides. Of course many die ; sometimes, it 
ii said, five ont of six. There is great difBoolty in Dahome about gaining 
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eimuclis, and the senior, Mr. " De-adan-de," "was a 
person of some dignity : had he been his master he 
could not have displayed it more haughtily ; but when 
■we saw him at Agbome, his deportment became all ser- 
vility. The junior, Ya-mo-ji 'a, was remarkable only 
for the sable blacknws of his skin, and for a compound 
prognathism, supernal and infernal, which, in the profile 
of his muzzle, su^ested porcinity. These easlrati 
spoke with manly organs, probably because they liad 
been neutered at a late age ; moreover, in tropical lati- 
tudes, the painful change called the breaking of the 
voice, is by no means the infliction ^of which the tem- 
perate climates complain. 

This par nobile of officials was accompanied by the 
Kakopwe,^ one of the King's head serrai^ zwt " to 
the outside " when great officers are to be summoned 
on " King's palaver " to the capital. The next in rank 
was &t So-kun,t the English guide, a nephew of the 

information toacUcg these matters : the boldest speak in wHspera when 
a stranger begins to question conaeming what takes place " within." 
Thenameaof onreiumch euTOfS were as follow: De(here], adanfbraTeJ ; 
Ce (here) means " He is valiant in Dahome." Ta-mo-ji 'a is supposed to 
signify, "Cannot-get-suoh-a-son-to-be-bom." 

* Eakopwe (in Forbes, Koao-peh) most not be oonfonnded wiUl Qie 
Ean-gbo-de (in Forbes, Camboodee], the Sing's body attendant, idioae 
lieutenant ha is. 

+ So-kun ia an nnintelligible namo io the " Eo-fetiah.'' 
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Meu, or second minister ; his " father," or patron, ia the 
Buko-no, the English "landlord." So-kan -was duly 
provided with Bu-ko, his spy, from the "landlord's" 
hoosehold, a sharp and obliging lad, and this pair 
would keep the royal servants in check. As all ca- 
boceers hold their places ad placitum regis, our bevy ef 
officials, amounting to ten in number, soon arranged 
about porters, hammock-men, and similar small fry. 

There is little to notice in the palaver which the 
messengers' arrival necessitated. We passed the usual 
compliments, and we drank the normal toasts. Se- 
adan-de, before "giving King's word," produced his 
credentials, in the shape of a " shark stick," * a toma- 
liawk about two feet long, ending in a knob carved into 
a conventional Squalus, a bit of iron like a broken axe- 
edge protruding below the jaw ; an equally grotesque 
effigy of the "tiger of the deep," beaten out of a 
dollar, being tacked on to the upper part of the handle. 
" Cannot - get -such-a- son -to -be -bom " had a carved 
"lion stick," t whose shape is not easily distinguished 
from the aquatic animal. These emblems of valour 
are preferred by the present ruler to the "crocodile 

* Wa (Bbark), and kpo (a Btiok}. 
t Eiui-kini (lion), and kpo (a etiok). 
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Stick," * or the nail-armeJ crook,! with which the late 
Gezo used to present his captains. 

The rojal messengers sent every day to inquire after 
our healths, and the slave that hore the cane expected 
for such suit and service a glass of trade rum. This, at 
thQ capital, Tvill be done by all the great officers, and 
most regularly from the palace. It is hardly probable 
that the King knows anything about it ; and if the 
process becomes troublesome, it may readily be arrested, 
by telling the storekeeper to stop the liquor. As a 
rule, the Wen-san-gun delay the stranger for at least a 
week by the most specious pretences. They draw froiQ 
him "subsistence money,". — the old local word, — at 
about the rate of fourpence a day each; and when 
the journey en<l3 they expect a piece of cloth, at the 
employer's discretion. Such are the paltry considera- 
tions which here waste the visitor's precious time. 

I gave the messengers to understand that if they 
were not ready in three days, they must remain 
behind, and afterwards overtake us. This put them 
on their mettle. Already our heavy luggage, carried 
by twenty-two porters, had been sent forward to the 

* Logon (orooodile), and kpo (a atiok). 

T U& (knob), and kpo (a stick). Mi. Duncan (vol. 1. p. 226] gives 
sketcheB of these weapooE. 
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first stage, followed by a second gang of thirty-seven. 
Four sets, or thirty hanunock-men, completed the 
equipage, making a total of ninety-nine mouths, includ- 
ing the messengers and guides, and not including 
interpreters and body servants.* 

On December 13th, all was ready. Before setting 
out, however, I must briefly sketch the party. Mr. 
Bemasko was accompanied by his son Tom, a small 
boy of eleven, who already spoke half-a-dozen of the 
coast dialects ; and Tom had his 'kla,t in the shape of 
" Dick," alias Richard Dosu, an imp ten years old, and 
looking five, whose devilries were a comedy. There were 
two interpreters, on the Dahoman principle. The first 
was John Marlf, popularly called M4rlkl, or M&dlki,| 
the Hun-to,^ or nominal head of the English Town, 



* In Appendix II. the reader will find a list of presents, mpplies, and 
expenaeB required and inourred dnring iix weeks' to two montlia' stay 
with the Eing of Dahome, 

-f-i,On the Qold CoaBt a confidential elaTe, who is killed when his master 

X The Dahoman cannot articalate any terminal consonant, except the 
highly nasalized n ; hesays"Tamu" for Tom, " Qnn^ 'tti " (goo'nait- 
'oo], for good night, and so forth. 

5 Literally "canoe father," a title given to merchant oaptuna, gc- 
TemoTS of petty places, bead singers, and dmmmerB, Uhnn or Hun is 
the generio name for a vessel : thos yeTo-hun is a white man's ship ; 
ajo-han, a trading Teuel; ahwan-han, a man-of-wai, and zo-huQ, a 
^re-eliip, or steamer, '^ 
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Whydah. He is the son of Mark Lemon, Trhom Ona- 
mander Forbes describes as a " perfect Dahoman, tw> big 
a fool to be a rogue," and in 'whom Mr. Vi<»-CoiB«l 
Fraser found a yery fair average of rascalily. John is 
great-grandson of an Enghsh corporal Tvho -commanded 
the fort under the second Governor James. After 
the fashion of the country, the founder of the family is 
buried in an inner room of his own home, and a table 
is annually "spread" for his old ghost to come and. 
feed. I found John good-natured, obliging, and more 
than usually intelligent ; indeed, after a little drilling 
and scolding, he became a tolerable language master 
and interpreter. He has, however, no weight with the 
King, and — he is confessedly though partly anEnglish- 
xaan — it made my blood boil to see the contempt with 
which he was treated by the negro oflacers, and the 
patience opposed by him to their injuriousness. 

The second interpreter was a very different man. 
Mr. Beccham was a Makhi slave " dashed " to the 
"Wesleyan Mission, and sent to Cape Coast Castle for 
education, With the ready cunning of the servile, he 
at once introduced himself there as " Prince Bah ;" and, 
such was his power of " brass," it was long before 
his base origin was found out. Eetumingto Agbome 
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after many jears, lie ma<te an impudent attempt to 
'assist in rescuing from the palaoe two Dahoman 
girls, who, having also been brought up tm the Glold 
Coast, could not endure a return home. The "prince " 
was seized, and handed over to the Men or seoond 
minister, who in these lands is governor of Horae- 
monger Lane. It was a treat to see the &ce with 
which he described the horrors of his three dajs' 
incarceratioQ — ^the heavy chains, the handful erf gnun, 
the cup of dirty water once per diem, and the nights 
on the hard floor, bitten by the Twe worpi,* which, in 
dread of a terrible bastinado, he did not dare to Jdll. 
The imprisomnent, however, had completely cowed 
him ; he used to weep with fear if ordered to go 
anywhere, or to say anything, from wliich his vivid 
fency could distil danger, and nothing bat the strong«it 
drink, constantly adhibited, earned him through his 
trials. 

The others were of less importance. "Mr. Hilton, 
coloured tailor and barber, from the Gold Coast, called 
himself t^e ensign, and carried the^ flag of St. George. 
Having served on board an American ship, he had 

* The Iwe it probably the Italle of the Egbas, a grab bred in or uraing 
fommndflooTB, and celcbraled for attacking tbeae vho lie deieii. 
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preserved the t'wang. He was also idle, useless, im- 
pudent, and, of course, a drunkard. On one occasion 
his cups led him to break into the King's harem, and 
but for the respect paid to his missionary master, he 
would have lost his head. John Valentine, formerly of 
the Mission, and the son of a white soldier, was the 
spy upon all our movements. Joseph was a Popo 
rascal, who had once before deserted and left me in 
the lurch at Agwe. And Menza Cook was, like most 
of the Gold Coast people, able in his art. The rest 
were the usual " tail," coming up, as the natives say, "to 
eat." These were, a youth from Danish Accra, called 
Hansen, because he had no other name; Jose Pinto, 
a Portuguese orphan, who was already no mean 
linguist ; and various catechumens, the slave boys of 
English Town, dashed by the King to Mr. Beroasko, 
and named Philip, Isaac Nahum, Laja (Elijah) Hoole, 
Sosu, and so forth. They were hideous to behold, 
as the African "hobbledehoy" always is; and their 
gigantic joints and extremities, of which the head only 
was dwindled, seemed connected with their limbs by 
loose wires. Their other qualities were hunger, naked- 
ness, filth, and idleness. They spent nearly two months 
eating and drinking, sleeping and dozing, talking and 
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laughing, quarrelling and gambling, before they put 
up for themselvea a shed. It was one day's work. 
They never finished it. The first thing an African 
convert does is to claim, like the modem English con- 
vict, a life of utter sloth. 

■ The sun Teas already warming when our cortege 
wound, in the misty morning air, through the town 
entrance on the north.* It is sentinelled by an 
enormous Bombax, useless, but of a beauty and a 
grandeur- well meriting the golden chains with which 
the nature-loving Persian hung his favourite plane. Its 
every branch is a tree, and its buttressing base measures 
150 feet in circumference : under its ample shade the 
ground is kept cleared for fetish meetings.f The 
natives call it Atin-daho, the Big Tree, or Atin Li-Tiun, 
the " Cotton Tree (of the place) Li," the latter being a 
local name. Our six hammocks, including those of John, 
Mark, and the sharp boy Tom, were preceded by the 
youth Bu-ko, who, bearing the King's cane and a hide- 



• For the distanoea, sltitudes, and other purely geographiool featare* 
of the march, the reader is referred to Appendix I. 

f The oharaoteristiD feature of the East African " park-land " is the 
vivid ring of losoiona verdure invariably sheltered under the shade of 
each large tree. Here, as in England, vegetation, is tnoh pUoet is gene- 
rally deficient. 
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whip, easHy cleared the path by diiving all the carriers 
into the bush, and by dispersmg ereti the javemleaf 
whose modesty was a phenomenon in African puerologj. 
"We traversed the town in a few minutes. The laft 
house belongs to one Sogro, a caboceer or captain, called, 
like all others, " King's cousin :" here travellers re- 
turning from the interior halt £>r a few minutes, 
enabling their canes and party to precede them. Like 
most establishments of some pretensions in Dahome, 
the house has a tall entrance with a westher-thatch, 
and a few matted roo& project a Uttle above the mud 
waJls of the enceinte. 

The hammock in Bahome is not an unpleasant cai~ 
vey^nce, especially when the warmed back is at times, 
cooled by walking. These barbarians, however, hare 
not» like the. Hindoos, invented a regular fonr>ia- 
hand ; two men are easily tired, especially by standing 
Btill, which is wearisome to them as to loaded camels. 
When they reach a. rough place, another pair, diying in 
between the usual number, roughly clutch the cloth at 
the rider's shoulders and heels, bumping, if poesihle, his 
pate against the pole. This explains the old traveller's 
complaint about being " trussed in a b^ and tossed 
on negroes' heads." They do not carry on the shoulder. 
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but'On tlior s^lls : the notably sbort and sturdy Afncan 
negro neck* dictates the choice, and a thin coil o£ rags 
or dry leaves' amply suffieea for the defence of craniums 
f«7iied rather for butting than for beauty. Our ham- 
mocks axe of modest cottons, whereas the old factors 
urod silks and broadcloths : before, appearing in state, 
I^-WBTer, yue shall find something gaudy with red aiid 
blue: xhe cloths are nine feet long by four to fire in ' 
breadth, aad at both ends small lashings dra,w the 
conveyance together like the old net purse. A. noose 
passes through these lashings, and the clews are then 
rove' tight to pegs inserted into the frond of a bamboo 
tree {Baphia vinifera). This pole is objectionable; 
the brittle material oflen gives way, when a bad &U on 
the occiput is the result : it is better to send for a good 
Maderui article, which is strengthened with iron hooks 
instead of being weakened by peg-holes* The pole is 
nine, feet long ; over it is shipped a fringed' or valanced 
awning, fortified by three crc^ laths, and provided with 
a running line to tilt it down on the side next the sun. 
The noisier the hammock-men are, and the more they 



• The shortness of the pare negro's neck is one of hia most ohuactoT- 
utio featnreH : hence he and Mi female in European attiie alvsys 
appeal high-shooldered. 
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abuse their employer— in their mother tongues — the 
better for him. 

Beyond Sogro's place, Tvith its maize-fields, and the 
scattered line of lofty Bombax and umbrella-trees which 
backs the tOTrn, we issued upon a rolling plain, open and 
fair to view. The tall thick Guinea grass, 'which is 
being burned down before the dry-season sowing, rises 
from old ridges that evidence no remote clearing in a 
land ever liable to be overflowed with bush like the 
waves of the sea. The bright leek-green vegetation of 
the young herbage stands out gaudily from the black 
charred stems and the red loam of the ground. The 
road is excellent, ten to twelve feet wide, sandy, and 
lately cleared of grass : it is thronged vrith carriers in 
lodiui file, mostly women, bearing huge loads lashed to 
the usual Yoruba basket. The monotony of the sur&ce 
is relieved by clumps and groves of palm-tree, which 
are stunted in the open, and which tower in &e bush 
to exceeding height, seeking goodly light, air, and sun. 
In other places the palmyra {P. nobilis or Borasatis 
JlabeUiformis), and the oil-pahn {Elais Guineensis), 
■■ are scattered like the trees of an English orchard, all 
the latter being numbered, with a view to revenue.* 

• This variety everywbew yields the best palm wine, irhioh is inpe- 
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The palmyra (locally called cocoa, and by Mr. Duncan 
" cabbage palm") is a noble tree, useful as ornamentaL 
The hard wood makes excellent cabinet-ivork, and is so 
durable that after 200 years raftera remain as sound as 
when first cut. Of course it is barbarously wasted. 
The fruit, which hangs in picturesque corymbs about 
the rounded neck, resembles a bunch of red and rusty 
oranges, but four times the size ; hard and stringy, it is 
still edible, with a slight Savour of gingerbread, and 
after bush fires it strews the ground with a faint per- 

riot to the finest cider ; but as the people fell the trees like ETUineD, 
they aie forbidden by ei paternal govemment, which encourages the 
growth for exporting oil, to make it, except " in the bnsh." When 
rumless, they must content themaelt-es with bomhoo-wine, which tastes 
like soapsuds laced with viaegar. Although one might hardly expect it, 
the yield of the cocoa-nut tree is by do means well- flavoured. 

The palm, after being felled, ia allowed to lie for a couple of days, the 
cabbage is remoTCd for food, and in its place a pipe, generally a bit of 
papaw-stalk, conducts the sap into the calabash below. At times, to 
make the juice flow more freely, a lighted stick is tbrnst into the hole, 
which ia afterwards scraped clear of charred wood. This "toddy" is 
the drink of the maritime regions, where it is most impudently watered, 
and we shall not taste it beyond the Agrime awomp. 

The oil-palm extends from tho sea to the north of Agbome, at least 
fifty-two direct miles, but how much farther I cannot aay. It usually 
bears fruit twice per annum, in eii to eight bunolies at a time, especially 
during a wet year. The nut is beet bere when gathered during tho 
rains ; whereas in the Bight of Biafra, at that time it becomes watery, 
and the yield is trodden out by both sexes, io canoe-shaped troughs. 

The palm oil of Dahoue is of excellent quality, and a Mohamed Ali 
would soon make the land too rich for Blave exporting. Dut these are 
negroej. 
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fume of tlie rnimgo. Here the people, unlike those of 
the Congo River, do not draw wine from the palmjrat 
When young the head of the bulging stem is often twice 
as thick as at the foot, giving to the tree^an inverted 
appearance. When full grown, the central and sym- 
metrical wave adds, as in the Grecian column, greatly 
to its beauty and solidity. In old age, it often loses its 
head-tuft, and appears from afar Uke a huge flag-staff. 
There is music also in the fan-palm ; its flabelliform 
leaves rustle in the sea-breeze like the rushing of waters 
or the pattering of rain upon thick foliage — delicious 
sounds in a thirsty land. 

After a quarter-of-an-hour we had crossed a bulge 
of grassy ground whose inland counterslope leads down 
to a narrow but a dense transverse line of bush, Bombax, 
and broad-leaved figs. Here the smell of the hardly 
eatable wild mango mingles with many a baser savour. 
The jungle-strip through which our path winds may 
be 200 yards in breadth, and is the result of the supe- 
rior humidity diffused by the Agbana water. This 
marigot runs from east to west. In May, I found it 
thigh deep with brown horsepond lying upon a fetid 
black bed of vegetable decay : in December, it wets the 
calf; in February, it will show only caked mud, and 
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during the rains it will be troubl&some to trayellers. 
The reader ivill remember that I hare already shown 
iiim '* a miniature facsimile of this country. 

The foul marigot was easily crossed; we then ascended 
another wave of ground, and found on its flat surface 
the little village of Yonu-Pakhon, half buried in the 
plantain-bush to our right. Another descent led into 
a thick copse, where, during the inundations, water 
must run strongly in a hollow parallel with the road. 
Again a gentle ascent to clear and level ground, placed 
us amongst the small plantations outlying the grey 
thatches and the mat huts of Savi. Mixed wiUx a 
large proportion of bush, were poor maize and wilted 
cassava, ■which, in the form of the insipid and unnu- 
tritions farii^a,i- is the staflF of life at Whydah, and in 
Southern Dahome. There are also mangos, plantains, a 



- Chapter UI. 

-f- The full phrase ia Farinha de pau (nood-mea]}, being ezceediogly 
like Eaw-dust, The History (Introd. p. 4) senaibly remBtks, " It ia the 
cheapest and least nutritious of bU the snbstitutea for bread in the 
tropical climates ; although it has lately been introduced into this 
country (England), and is now sold by the grocers and apotheoaries at 
a high, priee, as a pretended remedy for consumption, under the name of 
tapioca." The same words, nearly a century afterwards, will apply to the 
Revalenta Arabica, the flour of "Adas," or lentils, which no Egyptian 
Fellah will eat if he can help it And yet " this nutritious and deli- 
eions food," &c. 
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few cocoa-nuts, orangeSj the Africau apple growing 
almost wild, and orchards of well-trimmed oil-palms. 

The sound of drumming now halted us to form up 
for a ceremonious entrance ; at two hours before nooa 
the sun made me regret the comfortable obscurity of 
my former march. But "it had to be done." Our 
stools — the ti-aveller must not forget these articles 
■when visiting Dahome — were ranged under shady trees, 
and presently the envoys of Akponi, the caboceer, who 
is under the Yevo-gan of Whydah, came out dancing and 
taboring a welcome. We remounted, and entering 
Savi took post under a tall but thin-leaved ficus. In 
the most public part of the town, we could see nothing 
but " compounds," huts, and hovels of weather-browned 
palm-thatch, with here and there a white calico flag 
emerging from the bush or the fruit trees.* This, 
however, is a characteristic of all Dahoman towns, 
which are made to look meanest from the road. The 
grandees, hke the sub-regulus Chyudaton, who are 
ever liable to be summoned north, here have " palaces " 

• Commaoder Forbes writes of Savi — " It has one peculiarity : in 
Whydah all the houses are of clay ; in SaTCC, of palm-braDchea, and 
very low." Had he wandered through the town, he would have found 
many tenements of the same description as, and some even better than, 
those of Whydah. 



3.n.iized by Google 



PEOU: WHYDAH TO ALLADA. 133 

for inns. I was showu a fine house of red swish, 
banded Trith red and blue pigments, in an enceinte 
containing all sorts of conyeniences for white trayellera, 
with a detached kitchen, feeding rooms, and sleeping 
huts for servants. The aneroid proved that Savi is 
44 feet higher than Whydah town ; and we tasted, 
the last for a time, the vivifying sea hreeze. 

" Savi " is written " Savee " by Commander Forbes ; 
Sabi, or Sabec {the latter is probably a misprint, copied 
into the Ethiopia Directory), by others ; and Xavier, 
bj' Jlr. Norris.* It was the ancient capital of thci 
kingdom of Hwe-dah, Fidah, or Whydah, a royaume not 
exceeding the principality of Lichtenstein, but provided 
■with an army of 200,000, not of seventy, soldiers-f 
Bosman, Barbot, and Phillips, at the end of the last 
century, dwelt lengthily upon its wealth, its fertility, 
and its wonderful populousness, the rascality of its 
people, and the viUany of its royal animalculse. In 1722 
the despot of Whydah, upon whose court that of mo- 
dern Dahome seems to have been modelled, could afford 

* Bee Freface. It is Dot a little curiona that the map and the ortho- 
graphy of 1773 are still copied into out best oharta of 1864, 

-f laqaotiug these apparently impossible forces, it must ever he remem- 
bered that the African arm j ooDsista of the whole of the male population 
between 18 and 90, Thus it would be easj to raise 200,000 men from 
a total of 2,000,000 soub— in Negroltmd, not in Europe. 
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to " dash " a half-hundredweight of gold-dust to Cap- 
tain, afterwards Sir Challoner Ogle, for capturing oiF 
Cape Lopez, and duly hanging, the pirate Roberts, 
in his ship, aptly named the " Royal Fortune." Savi 
' was separated from its northern neighbour, Allada 
(Ardrah), by a dangerous swamp, which we shall pre- 
sently cross. In these lands, where there are neither 
streets nor public buildings, and where the best houses 
are of swish, we must not expect an approach to archi- 
tectural antiquities ; nothing now remains of the ancient 
glories of Savi ; even ia a.d. 1 772, we are told, only 
the moats of the many European forts could be traced. 
A long trench, with a tall growth of trees, was the sole 
remnant of the palace occupied by the "Whydah kings, 
whose descendants, even in their exile, held their 
ancient capital sacred. Savi is now a fine large village, 
a market, and a halting-place for travellers ; its popu- 
lation has been rated at 4,000, which I would reduce 
bj one Cypher.* 

Our reception at Savi must be described ; it will save 

the trouble of repetition. At every village, even where 

only two dancers could be mustered, upon us was the 

ceremony inflicted. Advancing in our hammocks, which 

• Mr. Duncan rates the population of " Savaj " at ISO souls. 
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were preceded by men capering, firing, and shouting 
eongs of welcome, we saw the Caboceer Akponi pre- 
pared to receive us in state under the ragged ficua on 
the west of the town. Shaded by a tattered and bat- 
tered old white calico umbrella, he sat upon a tall Grold- 
Ooast stool, with a smalkr edition cut out of the same 
block supporting his naked feet. He was a quiet- 
looking senior, in a striped waist-cloth ; a single blue 
Popo bead,* strung with a human incisor to a thread 
■ — a chiefly decoration, — represented the rest of bis 
toilette. Our seats were ranged opposite the caboceer, 
— mine in the centre, Mr. Cruikshank's on the right 
the Yewe-nof on my left, the interpreters behind, and 
the rest anywhere. After greetings and compliments, 
ensued a ceremony nerer afterwards neglected — tihe 
" King's wife " was whispered by the chief, and fre- 
quently she returned with a large calabash, covered by a 
drinking cup of the same material, full of pure water.f 

* A Bemi-minenLl bead of maii]r kinds, dug up in this put of tha 
wotld, and a subject of aome diEouesion. Every West African book 
alludes to it, and I have nu new information that wonld Justify a detailed 
description. 

t Yewe-no, or God-mother, i.e., God man, is tbe name taken by 
Protastant laissionarieB, to diitinguish themselvea fromVodun-no, Fetislk- 
TOother, or Fetish man. The French seem to prefer Han-ao, whioli is, 
as will be found, equally objectionable. 

X The water on this road is geoerally white as milk, and s 
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De-Adan-de explained to the interpreter, who reported 
to us, that this luxury was sent to wash our mouths 
«md to cool our hearts after the march. The officer 
first tasted it, and we all followed his example. The 
xeniuiD, or guest-gift, was then placed before ua. It 
varied with the wealth of the place. lu a thriving 
town it consisted of a huge pot of water, a calabash of 
poor palm-oil, and a bowl of purer stuff, baskets of 
oranges and papaws, boiled maize, beans, and yams, 
cooked manioc, "akansan" wrapped in leaves, "cankey," 
" agidi," " f ufu," and a very tasty pudding, called " wo." * 

bitter to boot. The price, during the dry season, varies from 40 cowries 
or ODe string, to four times that som, per gallon, ia a conntry triiere b. 
man con feed himself for 120 shells a day. 

* Akansan is corn (maize), fiiiel j levigated bj means of cankey stones, 
vhioh resemble the " rubstones" of Ireland. Here, as in Europe, the in- 
strament precedes the " qaera;" it is the rudest and the most lahorioos 
waj of grinding, bat the best. The nether atone is a smooth granite 
slab, convex behind, and above hollowed info a ooaoavity by use : it is 
disposed at an angle, sloping from the grinder, so us to allow the ground 
material to fall off. Some 30 to 40 grains of well-soaked maize ara 
placed upon it, to be bruised and pounded with a oircnlar stone robber 
or pestle, taperiog, for a handle, at both ends, 'Ihe housewives work 
like painters grindiag coloiirs, often stopping to wet the corn with, 
water, and thej are anpleosaut to behold. The material is then placed 
in wallets like cowrie-bags, and during one day is allowed to ferment ia. 
the Bun. It is afterwards mixed with water boiled in country pota, and 
laboured till the sediment, wbioh is good for fattening sheep, goats, and 
pigs, subsides. The clearer portion is again strained, and boiled to the 
consistency of gruel. It hardens like blancmange when it cools; and 
lastly, it is packed in leaves. 
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A chicken, a fowl, or a goat denote a rich man. Where 
the King has palaces the wives forward dishes of palaver 
sauce, stews of pork and poultry, rich with the Occro,* 
and similar savoury dishes. The return was mm or gin. 
Owing, however, to the carelessness of So-kun, our boxes 
were hurried forwards, and we were obhged to borrow 
liquor on the road. The guides expect a glass every 
morning and evening when they come to salute, and 
the hammock-men also have a ration of mm. So So> 
kan's hours were duly made bitter. 



This Afrioan succedoneuni for bread is wholeaome, nntritioas, cooling, 
and alightlj acidulated — the «our and tbe bitter are inBtiDativelj pre- 
ferred in hot, damp, and bile-eiciting climat«s. It is almoBt alwaj-s 
proouiable in Yoruba, a Sew cowries per diem support a man, and if 
well made, m bj the women of Hauaa and the parts adjoining-, it will 
be Mliihed by the traTeller after a week's practice. Mixed with water 
and dmnk, it forma a oool Bubauid drink, suitable for hot weather. 

I cannot but auBpect that the " Akaasa Creek," which connects the 
£rass and Kan liTeii, derives its name front thia "ataff of life." 

Agidi and oankey are coaraer atufia; lio is atrocger than akansan: 
k&ji is llie smallaat and highest-flavoured, and there are other rarieties, 
as nnmerotu aa our broada. Fufuis mashed jam. "Wo," pronounced 
Waw, and bj some travellers written Bab-a-dab, or Dabb-adab, ia a 
kind of haatf pudding, eaten cold ; a thick pancake of maize or Guinea 
eoni'flour, mixed with boiling water, and stirred about with sticks till 
thickened to the oonsisteucj of batter ; it is then picked out with bits 
of gourd, and moulded till oold in a shallow calabash. We found it by 
nomeana unpalatable, especially when it came from " the palace." The 
Dahomans, it will be seen, are anti-Banting, and fond of azymous 

* Hibisous ewulentns, in WhydahoalledNye 'un;ia Agbome, Nenun. 
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After the offering was given and acknowledged, the 
dance began. As at Whydah, most of the fighting men 
had gone to the capital for the annual " Customs," and 
the largest number found in any village on the route 
was sixteen. Dressed in war tunics and armed with 
muskets, they were aligned by the master of cere- 
monies, horse-tail in hand, opposite the band, which 
consisted of the usual Chingiifu or cymbals, horns, 
rattles, and drums. The latter, in a full band, com- 
prises the "grande caisse," supported between the 
perfonner's legs, and beaten with two clubs a foot and 
a half long : the treble to this bass is a tom-tom or 
tabor, suspended to the musician's neck, and tapped 
with the hand palm. There is also a connecting link 
between the two, a drum four to five feet long by one 
in diameter, open behind, and supported on bamboo 
trestles. The head is smeared with " awon," the gam 
of a tree, and it is operated upon by means of a stick 
in the right hand, and in the other a dwarf rattan bow 
with a leathern thong, the part applied. At the King's 
levees we shall meet with other drums. 

Amongst the two hundred spectators were seven of 
the chief's elder wives, mostly fat, one white with leper 
spots, and all clad in simple blue baft. They passed 
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to our right, and, presenting their backs, danced 
opposite a branch band of four rattles and otabals, 
seated upon the ground. They performed mincingly, 
threatened to raise their clothes by sb'ghtly Uftmg the 
corners, and they were presently joined by the 
youngest children, whose diminutive limbs tottered 
over the loose dusty ground. 

Meanwhile, the twelve warriors carried ua back to 
the days of the Curetes. They began with the "agility 
dance," all advancing in Une. Then one would spring 
to the fore, paddling, stamping, agitating the lower 
part of his person ; above jerking his elbows as if he 
wished to malce the hones dash together ; and pirouet- 
ting lyith legs far apart, one raised, and after the 
turning, brought down to the ground not on toe-tip, 
but on tho whole length and breadth of the vasty sole, 
he would call forth the general applause of the lookers- 
on, who clapped with their palms time for the band and 
humoured the whims of the performer. 

^^hen perspiration made every coat shine like a sea- 
lion's hide, the men stood and the women sat to sing 
the chorus, which was, 

" The fleah liveth not without the bone." 
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This part was worthy of the Italian opera. There 
was the same time-honoured action, the same meaning- 
less head-shaking of the artists when addressing one 
another about nothing, the identical extending and 
waving the right arm to no purpose, and the verit- 
able Shakspeare-old stride and stand, — as if human 
being out of Bedlam ever progressed in that way, 
AH was professional as a chorus of peasants in Son- 
nambula. 

Akponi then paraded stridingly before his men, 
boasting of his devotion to the King, and his readiness 
to serve the Akhosu-Jono, the " King's strangers." 
Coming forward, he interpellated me. I was safe 
■within my slave's lands. If I ordered him to jump 
{suiting the action to the word), jump he must ; if told 
to fly (fluttering his arms), he must become a bird ; and 
if sent beneath the earth (smoothing the dust with his 
hand), he must go there. Dahomans delight in these 
ridiculous displays, which are those of the Court, and 
such is the true African's innate vanity, the King takes 
equal pleasure in hearing the absurdest vaunts, whilst 
the most Hibernian " blarney " is moat prodigally 
spouted at him by his lieges. 

The speeches were delivered with immense vehe- 
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mence of voice and gesture : at times a screaming 
question was addressed to the bystanders, who replied 
with a loud long-drawn groan of general assent and 
applause. At times the normal Dahoman "present 
arms" varied the proceedings. It was acknowledged by 
removing the hat and thrice waving the arm. As the 
" decapitation dance " began, we excused ourselves on 
account of the sun, and retired to breakfast. If the 
performance take place at a late hour, it is better to 
give the chief a rendezvous at one's quarters in the 
evening ; for the chorus will be followed by a dance, 
and the dance by another chorus, and so on till the 
village can no more. 

When the sun began to slope, we took ceremonious 
leave of Akponi, the caboceer, who preceded us with 
umbrella and band, whilst the musketeers followed our 
hammocks. A few paces over descending ground led 
us through the rude market, where a knot of women 
sat before their baskets of edibles. Then we struck into 
the beginning of the bush {or forest) land, which, with 
a few clearings, extends from Savi to Allada : it is so 
thick that axes would be required by those wishing to 
leave the path. We halted at the De-nun, or octroi- 
house, ever the entrance and exit of Dahoman, and, 
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indeed, of all Yoruba towns. The place of profit 
■was denoted by a Jo-susu, or wind-luck,* wbich 
commonly appears at gates and entrances. It is a 
gallery of three thin poles, under which the road 
passes. From the horizontal limb depends a mat four 
feet square, painted with a St. Andrew's cross in 
red, in black, or in both mixed, and where the four 
arms meet a cock is crucified, like St Peter, head 
downwards. As will appear, tricks are played with 
crucifixes in Dahome, and it is impossible to judge 
whether the Jo-susu is an aboriginal or an imported 
idea distorted. The unoffending " bird that warned 
Peter of his fall," appears in pubhc always gagged by a 
thong passed between the mandibles and tied behind 
the head ; a rooster may crow in the house, but if he 
give tongue on the highway or in the market-place, he 
is confiscated to the " market master," or to the fetish 
man. I could find no reason for the custom, but " we 
custom :" it is probably only an item of the whimsical 
perquisites which form part of the plundering system 



* Jo or Jo-han mcnna tlio wind ; Suen, lack or good fortune. It is 
a, charm to prevent n bud viiai (in the Kisanaliili tongue, P'bepo, wind 
and demon or bad glioat, are sfconymous) entering the heiue, and the 
fowl is ciucilied aa a ecapegoat. Oee was placed bj the landloi'd ovet 
the gate of our house at Agbome, but I " abolished " it. 
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of all semi-barbarous hierarchical communities. The 
turnpike is universal throughout these lands. A rope is 
stretched hy the collector across the road, and ia not 
let down till all have paid their cowries.* The octroi 
is not unreasonable,+ but most of the market folk being 
■women, there is always a tremendous clatter. Fetish 
and tax-paying, I have said, go together. We were 
greeted by Ahopanu, the head publican, and the priest, 
who presented us with water and two fowls. They 
apologized for there being no food, and declared that, 
expecting us, they had cooked five days ago,— which 
was probably true. 

After leaving the De-nun, we came to a wall of stiff 
grass, and a short descent leading to the Nyin- 

* Coime», it rnuBt be remembered, are merohandise, and the price 
TarieH acoordingly : at present they are abundant, and therefore ohaup. 
The doOar (4g. 6d.) now bnyg 2J heads at Whydah and Agborae, 3 heads 
and £0 stringa at Lagos and Abeokuta. The head, therefore, once worth 
a dollar, whence its name, now repreaenta in Dahome Is. 9id., and the 
string, 1^. and a fraction ; whilst 8 cowries are equal to a cent. There 
are a number of names for this shell-coin amongst the natives, beginning 
with a. Quit and ending with tens of thonaands. Indeed high nootbers 
can b« counted by the natives only with cowrie nomenclature. 

■f The bnllook pays 1 headof Zanzibar "blues," or large cheap carries; 
the goat or sheep lO-lo strings; a basket of a dozen fowls fi-10 strings ; 
a email pot of palm-oil (5 gallons), or a basket of grain (30 lbs.), 6 
strings; whilst wood and water are not taxed. The port-dnes of 
Whydah and Godome are of course different ; moreover, they vary with 
every reign. 
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sin* Swamp. It is now about 150 feet .broad, and 
■waist deep ; during the raiii3 it is much worse. The 
banks are a forest of fern, of hght green pandanus, 
and of dull herbaceous shrubs ; the water is .dark as 
coffee-grounds, reposing upon foul and feculent ,bla(i 
mud, into which the porters sink to mid-calC To the 
right is a corduroy road, rudely made with rugged tree 
trunks, of which men avail themselves when arrived at 
the deepest part. During my last visit it was almost im- 
practicable ; it is now a little better, and somewhat like 
the old " railway" of the western states of the Union ; 
in February we shall find it repaired. The swamp 
flows, after rains, out of and again into the Whydah 
Lagoon, thus converting at that time the site of the 
modern Whydali town into a " continental island." 
This was known to the old mappers, who, however, 
have either made the northern arm of the lake stream 
too considerable, or that feature has in the lapse of 
time greatly shrunk. Mr. Norris (1772) speaks of it 
as a pretty deep and rapid river, with shelter for 
numerous elephants, and in old times it was bridged 
over with wooden piles, covered with faggots and 
hurdles, and annually repaired. 

' This is in the old "Whydttli language, at pteaent not intelligible. 
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The Nyin-sin swamp, which separates the old king- 
dom of Whydah from its northern neighboura, Toll and 
Allada, ia a historical feature. The last king of Savi 
was Kufon, the Boabdil of hia country ; he had ascended 
the'throne at the age of eighteen, and he had speedily 
sunk into an effeminate and bloated debauchee. In 
1708, when the old king died, there had been a great 
civil war for the succession, many had fled, and others, 
especially the chiefs, had been killed ; for years the race, 
demoralised by coast life, had shunned arms, and only 
plebeians would consent to be generals over slave- 
soldiers : Whydah was thus ripe for the gathering. 

The warrior King, Agaja Dosu of Agbome, after 
taking Allada with dreadful slaughter in 1724,* deter- 

* The earlieit sketch of Dahome is a letter dated Abomc}-, November 
27, 1T24, from. Mr. Bulfiooh Lambs (aot Lamb), i^ent at Allada for 
the English African Compaay, addressed to Mr, Tinker (not Tackcr) the 
commandant of the English fort, Whydah. The oapture of Allada is 
graphically, and in the main faithfully, described; and Commander Forbes 
found it BO curious and truthful tliat he reprinted it in hia Appendix, 
Ho. 1, from the end of "Smith's Hew Voyage to Guinea" (1746). 

Mr. Lambe quitted Agbome about April, 1726. According to Cnptaiu 
Snelgrave, he took with him, by the Sing's order, a Jackia negro, named 
Tom, who had been made prisoner at Allada, and who, speaking English, 
vas sent to see England, and to bring back a report for the King's ears. 
Instead of this he sold Tom to a gentleman in Maryland. Then hearing 
iu Antigua, in 1'2S, that the King had promised to him a shipload of 
slaves if he come back in time, he persuaded Totp's master to give him 
up, and returned with him to England in 1731. 
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mined to subjugate WhydaL Kufon contented himself 
with declaring that he would turn his enemy into a 
menial slave. Whereupon Agaja attacked the northern 
provinces of Whydah, vrhich were under the hereditary 
government of a great caboceer called " AppragaB."* 
The latter applied for assistance to head-quarters, and 
enemies at court caused him to be ignored: after a 
weak defence he submitted to Dahome, who received 
him kindly and presently restored him to his pos- 



Agaja then encamped upon the northern edge of this 
Nyin-sin swamp. He had no boats, his army could pass 
the river only by fording, and even this was imprac- 
ticable except at the present path, where 500 resolute 
men could have repulsed a host. The infatuated 
Whydahe, however, instead of defending their frontier 
line, were contented to place with great ceremony 
Danh, the fetish snake, Dan-like, in the path. 

Finding it was too late to revisit Africa after fire years, Lambe forged 
a letter from the King of Dahome to George IL, and made Tom Bahoinaa 
ambassador, under the name of Prince Adomo Oroonoko Tomo. "Prince 
Tom " was a great success till Captain Saelgrave ridiculed English ore- 
dulity, the King's letter was declared supposititious by the Lords of 
Trade, and the slave- ambassador was sent back to his own eonntrj', 
" where, no doubt, he made an advantageous report of the sagacity and 
penetration of our eountrvmen." 

' I can learn nothing of this word, which occurs in the History. 
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Agaja had retired upon Allada to. levy hia whole 
force, leaving the field armj under his general. The 
latter seeing only a snake to oppose progress, ordered 
200 resolute fellows to try the ford. They not only 
crossed it unimpeded, but were able to penetrate into 
the capital. 

The outguards of the town were asleep, it being 
3 p.m., and when they were awakened by the shouting 
and sounds of martial music, all fled, crying that the 
Dahoman army bad passed the river. The massacre 
rivalled that of Allada, the altars of the gods and the 
ancestral tombs were deluged with the blood of 4000 
men. Kofim, however, and many of his train, escaped 
to the English fort, Whydah, after which they found 
their way to the islands near Popo. 

Thus Savi and Whydah, in the beginning of March, 
1 727, became part of the empire of Dahome. 

Crossing the Nyin-sin swamp, which requires five to 
fifteen minutes, according to the state of the bridge, we 
found ourselves once more on a solid path of red sand, 
rising regularly to a country of bush, of clearings, and 
of thin palmyra forest. The sun began to bum, and 
we looked in vain for shade, which the broad road 
rendered impossible. The termites arhorum showed us 

L 2 
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their large nests hanging hke huge black wens from the 
white throats of the trunks and boughs. After crossing 
another serration of thick strong bush, tall grass walls, 
and wild trees, we fell into a densely wooded descent, 
whose sole is occupied by the Adangwin * or Toli 
Water : it was approached by fetish huts and charred 
trees. We found it almost dry ; so will it be in Feb- 
ruary : in last May and June, however, it was a mixture 
of peat-bog and of horsepond, almost as black and filthy 
as its neighbour. Then began a regular ascent of steps 
in the land upon whose summit a loud drumming and 
singing informed us that we were approaching the 
terminus of the stage — Toll. The aneroid denoted a 
decided rise (140 feet) from Savi, The best and 
thickest part of the town lies to the east of the road : 
we were, howeyer, led round the western suburbs, 
where we found the "corrobory" in full force, and 
not a few of the performers " unco' fou." 

There were two umbrellas under a shady tree. The 
blue belonged to a silver-armletted f caboceer, Ahwan- 

* This ia also in the old Whydah tongue. 

t These are made of dollars beaten out thin, hollow cjlindors, half a 
foot long, faElencd ^ith hoohs and holes, with plaio Burfaces or with 
grotesque figures. Host of them are made at Agbome; some show, by 
the haman heads upon them, that they are of European origin. 
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ho, or '• Trar belly," a blear-eyed senior hard to deal with, 
as are all King Gezo's ancient officials. The white was 
of Wubikha, junior goremor, and reputed to be our 
friend: a dark, fat, smiling, "jolly" individual, with 
a loose pig-tail of white cotton threads, each rove on to 
one of his many necklaces of beads and coral, and 
hanging half way down his spine. As we took our 
seats before the band and snapped fingers with the 
chiefs, the circle lengthened into an oval, broken where 
women were singing at the opposite end. There was 
some peculiarity iu the dance, which was opened in the 
usual way by ' the two governors. Came the black- 
smith * bringing his anvil, and holding with pincers the 
hot iron which he had been hammering : he showed us 
the bullets with which his master was preparing for 
war, and capered with his craft-instruments held high 
above his head. The missiles were badly-fitting bits 
of cut bar, subcircular, and all facets ; they must fly 
wide, and they cannot hit hard. Then rushed up the 



* The blncksmith in these leindB is not an objeot of superstition; the 
highest oraftamau ia the King's Buatoji or silversmiUi. The instra- 
menta are mde in the extremei the aaril is a half-buried rook, the 
bellows are of oommon African tjpe, the hanuoet is a oone of iron held 
in the hand, and the grindstone is a bit of fine close granite, shaped liko 
the aitiole \(ith which the English mower whets bis sojthe. 
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carpenter, saw and plane in hand, made an address 
and danced with his tools en Vair. Followed the 
elephant hunters, braves, with blackened frontispieces ; 
the bards, who are also captains ; and the women, who 
performed rather prettily — compared with SavL Lastly, 
the chorus gave us a taste of its quality. After half- 
an-hour we bowed to the caboceers, and escorted by 
Wubikha, who promised the rest of the ballet in the 
evening, we retired from the sun. 

Toh, also written Tollee, Toree, and by Barbot Torry,* 
\ was in old times an independent state measuring about 
four leagues in circumference. Kingdoms in this part of 
Africa were not unlike tiiose of England when she 
numbered 16 of E. Saxons, 14 of £. Angles, and 
17 in Kent ; and kings are like those of Ireland in the 
days of St. Patrick, when 200 were killed in one battle. 
It is now impossible to find the site of " Foulaii or 
Foulaen, the seaport or principal town of the Torry 
country, seated on the Torry river, which runs almost 
east and west to Great Popo." The latter feature, 
however, can be nothing but the Adangwin swamp, 
which, after nearly two centuries of filling up, is now 

* Bubot (Book 4) girea a fair account of this little place in the days 
of its independence. 
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stagnant. Possibly, also, there may be upheaval in 
the land. Bahome has lately felt an earthquake, and 
already during my short stay on the West African 
coast, the shore about Accra ia hardly to be recognised, 

Toh is now a large market : the interior is fully 
equal to Savi, which it a little excels in population. 
The position, ab the head of a plateau, with its fine view 
of the terminal fall to the south, is beautiful, and at 
dawn the thermometer showed 70 deg. (F.) The air 
is said to be unusually healthy. 

We found lodgings at the house of Antonio Dosu, 
known as Dosu Yevo, or the " after-twin white man :"^^ 
he was lying ill with Guinea worm at Whydah, and his 
establishment was not in a flourishing condition. The 
flibbertygibbet, Richard Dosu, his son, soon brought us 
the necessaries for dinner, aud being in no want of 
time, we resolved to pass the night at Toli. 

After the event of the day, we were conducted by 
Wubikha, the good-tempered, to see the end of the 
dance. It was the merriest evening spent on the 
march — perhaps during the whole of our stay in Dahome. 



* Dosu is the general name of a boy born after twins : he is called 
TeTo, or wliite man, from having been educated ia a ciyiliscd nutoncr 
at Bahia. 
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Dr. M'Leod would have compared it to the " reveby of 
devils and -witches as witnessed by poor Tam O' Shanter 
iu Halloway Kirk." I confess to have enjoyed the 
"demoniac scene." AH the beat-looking girls were 
habited in men's straw hats, with breast-cloths girt 
crosswise to imitate the soldieresses of the capital, and 
a httle attention to them took wonderful effect. The 
airs were simple but harmonious, and could re- 
form any recitative save that of the Gran' Maestro 
Verdi, on whom all Europe delights beyond the 
minima contenlos node Britannos. And when we 
clapped palms to the measure, the buoyant gaiety of 
the caboceers knew no bounds ; it became a manifesta 
phreneais. The chiefs placed their weapons in our 
hands 3.8 a call to dance, but explaining that the King 
must first see the novelty, we passed on, as is the 
custom, the knives to our servants, who performed 
vicariously. The crisis was when double flasks of gin 
■were presented to the danseurs and the danseuses : we 
retired deafened by the din. The tough nerve and the 
hard brain of the negro find excitement only in the 
loudest and shrillest sounds ; he is Uke the children in 
England, who, at all times delighted with blowing off 
powder, will grease the gun's muzzle to increase the 
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report. What causes hejidache and cerebral fatigue to the 
white man, only titillates the callous African sensoria. 

After sunrise we set out down a path ten feet ■wide, 
en route to Azohwe, our resting-place. Beyond Toli, 
around which there are great fires before planting for 
the rainy season, grass disappeared except in the clear- 
ings. There were traces of cardamoms in the dense 
bush ; * the shrubs and tall trees formed deep lanes 
which promised a cool march. Hardly had we left the 
town, when we were stopped by four fetish men, 
drumming, singing, and capering in the raw clammy 
morning air ; the exercise appeared as inappropriate to 
the hour as that " dawn-wine " of which the Persian 
poets sing so lovingly. There was a pretty maize 
plantation on our left, with a tall fence of matted palm- 
leares, and a door of the same material. The road 
narrowed from ton feet to three, and assumed the 
semblance of the noble natural avenues that beautify 
the lower parts of Fernando Po. Nothing could be 
softer and more picturesque than the contrast of the tall 
white spars with the twisted spiral creepers ; nothing 



* On the Toffo road we afterwards found them in flower and fruit ; the 
latter ia eaten at Daliome, and, as will ba seen, forms part of the EIdj'b 
diet oa oampaigna. 
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could be more delicate than the transparent lacery and 
filigree of the upper foliage picked out from the 
milky blue background of the heavenly vault that 
lent to the verdure a portion of its own azure. The 
shadow of the smallest shrub purpled the earth with a 
lovely distinctness, and the play of light and shade in 
the forest made a study fit for Claude Lorraine. After 
the normal stage, which never exceeded six miles, we 
reached a little market-place called Azohwe ; it was 
approached by a decided fell, although the aneroid 
showed but a trifling descent. 

Azohwe, the half-way house between Toli and Allada, 
derives its name from a man who ruled there in the 
days of Agaja the Conqueror. It lies on the left of 
the way showing a few thatches above a wall of red 
clay, and it is everywhere girt by a noble forest. The 
market is held outside the settlement under the ficus 
and fetish trees that form its approach ; at that hour 
it was poorly attended. We were kindly received by 
the people, and an old woman from English Town, 
Whydah, made ua exceedingly comfortable. After 
breakfasting in a cool hut, and enduring the necessary 
amomit of dancing and drumming, drinking and wast- 
ing powder, we bade adieu to Azohwe. 



3.n.iiffid by Google 



FEOM WHYDAII TO ALLAEA. 155 

The road became a lane of shrubbery with the 
brightest flowers, red and blue, pink and yellow, 
governed here and there by a queenly white lily. We 
saw none of the " blossoms of the air," the gorgeous 
butterBies, which I had admired before the rains ; all 
were modest white and 'yellow. The animeil which 
typifies the human animula, acquires strange bad 
habits in these lands ; no one would sing " I'd be a 
butterfly," after disturbing one of its repasts.* 

Ensued sundry long flats and well-wooded ascents, 
terminating in a large grass clearing, which, here and 
there patched with palms, bush, and forest, showed that 
we were entering an extensive place. At noon we 
cried Do-ddo 1 1 at a cleanly swept De-nun, where 
fetish sheds swarmed. We were welcomed with 
water and provisions by the well-meaning old publican 
So-kun Do-gan, who brought in person a carafon of 
muscadel wine for ourselves, and a bottle of gin for 
those thirsty souls, our attendants. 

" About the bad habits of theae " butterfly schools," see Mr. DaDcan, 
Vol. I. p. 209. He clapped his hat upon the heap, and aecoied fifty to 
sixty of ail sorts and colours. 

t Let down (the haraniDok), oppoied to Zeiji, raise it up I But Dedde ! 
Dedde! meana softly ! like the Fanti "Bleo," The monosyllabic vetb 
in Dahoraaa \rhen repeated, seems to reduplicate the middle consonant, 
e.;.. Do! Do! becomes Doddo! 
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After /orce compUmens we resumed hammocks and 
traversed the maize plantations ; on our left were 
detached houses and long palaver sheds, dark verandahs 
formed by the thatched eaves. A few minutes took 
us to the great square, a copy in parto of the grande 
place at Agbome. The pai-allelogram had scatters of 
trees and fetish buts, and ou the south-west was a 
Singbo* or double-storied tenement of red clay, with 
five shuttered windows over the royal gateway. This, 
out of Whydah, is a royal style of abode, and is not 
permitted to strangers or to subjects. The palace 
compound appears to he a mass of bush and palm ; 
as usual, it cannot be entered, because the King's 
women and female slaves occupy it, and every gap is 
sedulously closed. At the north-west end, under the 
normal shed projecting from the palace wall, were three 
umbrellas, light blue, dark blue, and white, denoting 
the several dignities of the owners. 

In compliment to the royal abode we were carried 
three times round the square, a large and noisy band 
following my hammock. Then dismounting, we ex- 



• Siogbo, Singbo-men or Singbo-eji, are terius applied to all doufale- 
storied buildings, as, e.g., the forts at Wbydoh. Hence the " Simbome " 
of Commuidaiit Forbes. 



3.n.iized by Google 



FEOM WHYDAH TO ALLABA. 157 

changed greetings with the acting chief caboceer, the 
Menjo-ten.* He was a fine middle-aged man with 
silver bracelets, his colleagues wearing brass. These, 
like the Tunisian decorations, show the diEFerences of 
rank. He is said to be friendly to the English, and he 
certainly proved himself so on that occasion. Kemark- 
ing the extreme solar heat, he led us at once to the 
house of the old Meu, four bare walls apparently con- 
verted into a caravanserai. Here we definitively 
learned, to the general sorrow, that all our boxes had 
been, by the stupidity or rascality of the English 
guide, carried on to the capital. 

• Menjo (man born), Ten (in the plaoe). His principal is the Ak- 
pulogan. 
Id Bahomtia namea end titles the following teTminatioDB mostly 

Men (with peculiarly nasal F, sounding like "me") "in," asDanh-ho- 
mea, and Agbo-men. In many local names it appears almost pleonastic, 
and thus corresponds with the Ni (in) of the Kisawahili and Etat African 
dialects, e.g., Kilima-ni, Mfn 'u-ni. 

-BO, mother, carrier, master of, eto. 

-nu», mouth, side, man. 

'Si, from Asi, a wife. 

-ten, prefii or affix, in the place, e.g., ten-che-men, in my place. 
Also -gon, e.g., Aito-gon, monkey's plaoe. 

-to {tato), father, or " he who does," e.g., tca-to, he who kills. 

-ton (wilh nasal n), belonging to, e.g., £eccham-loit-e,ilis Beecliam's 
property. 

-ri, a child, the son of. 
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I AlJada is called by older authors Ardrali,* another 

I iustauce of lambdacism, confusing the L and the 

I R.t The Ethiopic Directory gives Essaam | and 

Aratakassu or Alatakassu. It is the ancient capital 



* In the oldest authors, Bosman and Barbot, it is called Or«a£ 

Ardrah, and is placed at the distance of sixteen leagues from its port. 
Little Ardroh, or Offra, vith which it was connected by a. good and 
spaoioDS road. The latter is clearlj our modern "Porto Koto" — New 
Haven — which the Yorubaa call " Ijashe," and the Popoa " Hwebonu." 
Hence some writers, as Mr. Narrig (1772), moke Ardiah, or Aimm, on 
the Lagoon, and Ardrah, oi AUadah, in the interior. So Commander 
Forbes (Tol. I. p. 12) Hpeaks of "Ardrah, whose capital Allahdah still 
remains." 

" Porto Novo " proper is the old " beach " or port of Hwebonu, and 
is mentioned in the History. It lies lour to five miles &om ita main 
town, and was rebuilt by M. J. D. Martinez. We hare blunderingly 
transferred its name to the chief settlement on the Lagoon. Unless read, 
by this light, the History will in places — for instance, the troubles be- 
tween Allada (Porto Koto) and Bahame, in 1786— be onintelligible. 

■f- The Fopos and Dahomans have the same laUation as the Chinese, 

who call mm " lum." So the Genoese confuse the sounds in the word 

"gloria," and the Neapolitans transpose the letters, as Galibardi for 

Garibaldi. 

, % A long account of Alloda, and description of the state and dignity of 

the king, are given by Barbot, Book 4, Chap. II. Bat he derired his 

I description from hearsay. We can hardly accept the apaciona and well- 

' built houBes, the fine gardens, the cavalry, and other sueh details. The 

' kings, however, appear to have been comparatively civilised. Alkeoy, 

or Tezy, was educated at 8. Thome, with a tincture of Cbristianify, 

I and at the age of seventy he sent one D. Matteo Lopez as his ambassador 

, extraordinary to the Court of France. From Barbot we also learn that 

about 1700 the Maalema were ao powerful at Allada, that their great 

; " Marabou " had the privilege of seeing the king night and day. This 

enables na to esplaia Essaam or Assem by the Arab, i.e., Aazem or the 

Greater (town). 
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of a kingdom somewhat larger than Wbydah, bounded 
on the north by the Agrime swamp, and southwards 
by Toli. The Dahomans look upon it with reverence I 
as the cradle of their race. The king does not build | 
his own palace of swish till he has sat on the sacred 
stool of his ancestors in AUada House, and has been 
invested with a fine silk coat, which completes his inau- 
guration.* 

The tradition touching Allada, which is not found in 
books, but is known to every boy in the kingdom, 
is this, and it explains how the error of making 
two Ardrahs arose. About a.d, 1620, an old and 
wealthy king of Allada proper died, and left his 
property to his three sous. These agreed that the 
eldest should reign in his father's stead, which he did, 
in peace and prosperity, under the name of Allada 
'Khosu, or King of AUada-f " De," the youngest, or 
some say the second, rounded the Upper Nohwe or 
Denham Waters of our charts, and founded Hwebonu, 
■which we have since known as Little Ardrah and Porto 
Novo. Hence the Dahoman king still calls him of 

* The History mentions tliis ceremony (p. 227). As will be seen, the 
present King is not yet duly " crowned." 

t This explains the AUtakasau of the Directory, a ooafnsion between 
the King's title and the name of the place. 
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Hwebonu " brother." The cadet Dako (the " Tacoo- 
doonou of our histories) went north, crossed the Agrime 
Bwamp, settled at a place called " TJhwawe," and less 
correctly, Hawowi,* between Kana and Aghome, where 
the Adan-we palace was afterwards built. Hence the 
History tells us that " the original .capital of Dahorae 
was " Dawhee,"-t- between the towns of Calmina (Kana) 
and Abomey, at about ninety miles from the sea 
coast."" 

Uhwawe belonged to a chief named Awesu, who 
allowed the ambitious stranger to settle there, Dako, 
by degrees becoming powerful, encroached upon a 
neighbouring kinglet, named Danh, the Snake of Rain- 
bow. As his followers greatly increased in .number, 
and he wjis eter asking more ground from Danh, tjie 
latter exclaimed, in wrath, " Soon thou wilt build in 
mj' belly ! " Dako bided his time, slew the king, and 
erected over his corpse the old palace of Dahome,j: 



* It lies on both Eidcs of the road, and the people are still a distinct 
race from the Ffons proper or Dahomans. 

t Which some writers, e.g., the author of the Preface to the History, 
have determined, much against ita grain, to be the Dauma of Leo 
Africanua, oorrnpted in Planoius' map to " Daiiina," and misprinted by 
Commander Forbes " Dauna." 

X The legend may arise from the name ; one suspioioualy like it (anl 
these thing! can hardly happen in pairs) nill presently he found in the 
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"in Danh's (or the Snake's) belly." Hereupon the 
Ffons * changed their name to Dahomans ; f and 
thfls, about 1625, arose the once great mihtary empire 
familifu' to the ears of Europe. 

The kingdoms of Dahome and Allada were friendly, 

word Agri-go-men. The " History of Daltomy " drains the word hj 
"The house in Da'a belly," remarking in a note, "The belly, in the 
DAhomaB tongae, is Homy." But the noaal n and the terminal aspirate 
in Danh are eenaible, Moreoyer the English alur at the end of Homy 
is here inadmiesible. 

The word Eo, "venter" b artionlated with the gnttnial Arabic Ea (^) 
Mtnetunea, though erroneoualy, oonfounded with the Spanish Jota, which 
is the fieniiUo Kha (,;.). Ho-mea [stomnDh in) means the ilia. Thus 
the fall compound word would be Danh-&>-inen (meaning either 
"Danh's intestines," or "In Danh's belly"). The people prefer the 
latter. This nasal n being unmanageable, both to reader and printer, I 
discard for "Dahome." The public, howerer, is reqnested to pronoanoe 
Dah-ome like Ashan-ti instead of Dah6my and Ashanti. The Por- 
togneu, who are weak at guttnrals, get over the Semitic Ha by changing 
it into a g,— " Dagom^." 

* The History informs ns that the Dahomans were formerly called 
Feys, and other aothors hare changed the word to Pohi, Fay, and 
Fonin.. It is dearly derived from Ffon, which some write Ffun and 
Efun, the old national name for the Dahoman and his lauguege. I am 
nnable to state wheUier it has a common derivation with the so-oolled 
Efong people of Eakanda, living between Yonib» Proper and the STiger i 
and Ewara rivers. What makes me suspect a mysterious and forgotten . 
eonnection is the prevalence of the Afa practiee [see Chap. XII.] in I 
Dahome, which arose in Ife of Eakanda CWanderings in West Africa. 
Abeoknta. Chap. T.]. Ffon must not be confoanded with Efflttl, the | 
language of a single tribe, Winnebah, on the Gold Coast> Those writers 
are in error who call the Dahoman tongue " Ewe." 

t In their vemaonlar, Danh-Ao-men-nun is a Dahome man, a Daho- 
man. The word Dahome ia applied first and primarily to the old palace : 
eeeondly, to the capital, Agbome : thirdly, to the whole empire. 
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as became brethren, till 1724, when Agaja, the Scoui^e 
of God in these regions, resolved to open a road from 
the interior to the sea. Mr. Bulfinch Lambe, to whom 
allusion has been made, described, in his short account 
of that war {" that resulted in the capture of Ardrah, 
of ■which he was an unwilling witness"), the savage 
power and state of tlie conquering northerner. Being 
" shut up in a house by the king and old Blaaco, as 
soon as the cry of war came," the white man narrowly 
escaped the death which hundreds found in the flames. 
A fellow hauled him over the wall, and he was carried 
through the town to the king's quarters, where the 
general was, and though that officer was in a great 
hurry, and flushed with victory, he took the stranger 
kindly by the hand, and gave him a dram, "which was 
some comfort to him." When Mr. Lambe went out, 
" there was no stirring for bodies without beads, and 
had it rained blood, it could not have lain thicker on 
the ground," whilst the slaves were being counted by 
giving a " bouge " * to each. After this he was led 

* A corraption of the Fortngaeie " bnso," cowrie. The names used 
b; Mr. Lambe and hb oontemponuieH for measure! of sliellt, ue : — 
40 Bougea = 1 Toky (or TiAi), i.e., a string. 
5 Teky — 1 QalliiUia (beoanse it wat the price of a fowl), cor- 
responding with our " bunch." 
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by the conqueror to the capital. He appears to hare 
been a poor-spirited thing ; he whines, curlike, about his 
confinement, and he is not ashamed to write to the 
English governor at Whydah, — " If there is any cast- 
off woraan, either white or mulatto, that can be per- 
suaded to come to this country, either to be the king's 
wife or else practise her old trade, I should gain His 
Majesty's heart entirely by it, and he would believe 
anything I say about my going and returning again 
with more white men from the Company." * 

One of Agaja's " strong names " or titlf^ is Allada 
Kho, or Lord of Allada. The town, however, once 
said to he nine miles round, never recovered after the 
dreadful slaughter of its inhabitants, and, tmlike Why. 
diih, quietly submitted to incorporation with Dahome. 
It is now a krge market, and a village more important 
than Toli, bat nothing more. 

Allada is well situated on a platfcum, and its climate 
is comparatively salubrious. Drinking water is said to 

5 Oallinbas = 1 Aclcey, tlien irorth 2s. ed. 

4 Ackeja »= 1 Grand Cabess {i.e., Cih^a. or head), worth 10*. 
It is a pleaiaut money, requiring a man to carry 21. 
* Even in West Africa the new Amerioan dootrine of miaoe^nation, 
in which the white wonan moit succumb to the "aple&daurB of impemt 
(negro) maoliood," thengh at times practised by the vilest of slavers, 
baa been ever geiierall j despised. 
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be procurable, after half-an-hour's walk, &om a deep 
hollow to the east and south-east; it is not only 
plentilid, but sweeter and clearer than any found between 
Whydah and Agbome. The stranger, howeYer, must 
obtain royal permission to visit the place, and will 
probably fail There may be a stream flowing to the 
Kohwe or Denham Waters, but the mysterious fetish 
town, buried in the bush, and hidden from white eyes, 
is, I think, a fiction of the Enghsh fort, Whydah. 

Allada is the Tours or the Sienna of Dahome, where 
the purest Ffon is spoken. At Agbome the aspirates 
and gutturals are exaggerated, the effect, perhaps, of a 
colder climate and a more rugged land. Whydah, on the 
contrary, unduly softens the articulation ; aa in Egypt, 
this may be attributed to the damp heat and con- 
sequent languor of the seaboard. At the port town, 
as may be imagined, there is a debased European 
patois. A Whydah man will say to you, "Nao tem 
cowries pour choppy choppy." 

The evening concluded with the usual presents, and 
dancing on a very small scale. The caboceers joined 
their slaves, hence the polish of these barbarians, 
compared with our poor churlish clowns. The small 
boys, armed with sahre de bois, — the ^Kivav fi6x<upai> 



3.n.iized by Google 



FEOM WHYDAH TO ALLADA. 165 

— mingled amongst their elders, sans shyness or 
mamaise konte, the Britannic curse. As usual, the 
dance was all antics, yery excellent fooling. Few 
people, and no warriors, appeared. Six weeks after- 
wards, we learned that a large body of male and 
female soldiery, marching to attack Jabatan, a frontier 
town, were lurking behind the palace walls. 

The night was calm, clear, and cool, with an ex- 
ceedingly heavy dew. During the day, the trees had 
been blackened and the sky speckled by Sights of 
reddish bats,* swarming like gnats or flies. The queer 
chirp of these modem pterodactyles, and the melodious 
gazouillement f of birds in the brake, awoke us at the 
earliest dawn. 

* C&ptain Phillips notices bats the size of a blackbird at Sari. They 
abound between Whjdab and Agbome ; at the latter place they always 
flew from north to Minth over our heads abont an Hour before nuuet. 
The Egbas hare a dUtinot word for fmit eaten by bats, showing that 
the animal extends through Southern Yornba. It is a fine la^e species, 
two feet across the wings, and is very lengthily deecribed by Ui. Bonoan, 
Tol.Lpp. 12&— 131. 

-f TbiB is a French word, bat I cannot help it— let reviewers say what 
they will. The sound of z in the song of West AMcan birds is salient ; 
our insipid "warbling" is tolerable end not to be endnred. I dlstinotly 
deny that KngUab or any other language contains all the desirable 
shades of expression ; and Z cannot see why, in these days, when French 
ia familiar to us as in the times of William the Conqueror, we should be 
condemned for bonowing from it. "Bot your Italianos; I loves A 
simple English ballad," appears to onderlie the feeling. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

FEOM ALLADA TO AQBIME. 

Eaelt oa December 16th, we were walking the wet 
path. A little to the north of Allada, and to the left 
of the road, lies almost buried in grass, under a tall 
tree, the so-called "battery," a row of twenty-eight 
guns. They are "all dismounted, and much out of 
kelter :" fifteen are ships' swivels, the others are long 
carronades, rusty and neglected, with their muzzles 
resting upon rough logs. This is the more curious as 
the Dahomans have made, I am told, tolerable gun- 
carriages. The cleai'ed and open highway was well 
travelled over ; the sides, alternately grassy and bushy, 
had been burnt during the " dries,"*' and the maize-crops 
were finer than those nearer the sea. The under- 

* The firing month is Febniary, when tiie conflagrations sometimeH 
BOoreh and scathe the lower boughs of the gigantic trees. The operation 
seems here, as in Feraondo Fo, to enliven them, and a brighter green 
folloTS the iiqiu7. 
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growth of herbaceous plants rendering the forest 
unpierceable, reminded me of the inner Gaboon country. 
After a fair stretch of level, we arrived at a " halfway 
house," calledAtto-gon — Monkey's Place. The old chief, 
Atto, — the Monkey, — gave us the customary muddy 
water, oranges, papaws, and lean but exceedingly tough 
fowls : here, as in Eastera Africa, the aged and mas- 
culine are preferred, as having a higher flavour and 
offering harder work to the masticators. 

Another short hour through a denser jungle than 
before, with occasional clearings, where the sun, which 
had dispersed the mists, broiled our backs,* placed us 
at Henvi Asinhwi — Henvi of the hand-clapping. It 
is related that when Agaja, the Conqueror, leil Henvi 
proper to attack Whydah, he halted on this spot, 
then a "bush." A messenger arrived and recalled him 
to his mother's funeral. Leaving the dead to bury 
their dead, he smote his palms together in token of 
grief, and ordered " Henvi of the hand-clapping " to be 
built in memoriam. It is a very small market upon, 
and a httle village to the right of, the road. Though 
only a single pair of warrior dancers appeared, we 

* The open ooantiy neu All&da is the hotteBt part of the muoli ; it is 
a sensible relief to plunge into the forest. 
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were obliged by civility to deScend from our bammocks, 
and to receive from the cbief Atakpa the customary 
gifts. 

After another mile we entered Hen-yi — " Hold the 
child " — so called because^ like Sienna in Tuscany, it is 
supposed to open its heart wider than its gates. It is 
also known as Henvi Db-vo (vaw), or Henvi the Red- 
walled, and our " blind trarellers " have corrupted it to 
Hawee or Havee. Like all those towns between Allada 
and the capital, it has its tattered " palace," and a 
fetish-house in somewhat better preservation. A 
tolerable-sized village, and suiTounded by giant treea, 
it looked pleasant and cool, though the sky was bathed 
in the burning light of the tropical sun. There is a 
market, but the water is bad and dear, and provisions 
are so scarce that the price of the leanest chicken is 
two shillings. There is, however, tolerable palm-wine 
brought from the ^ush. At Henvi sets off the north- 
western road, which, when the Agrime swamp is bad, 
leads to the capital ; it is, as will be seen, longer, but 
easier. 

We placed our stools next a tree opposite the large 
gateway of the royal abode, and were entertained with 
the usual dance. Here, however, there was something 
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of noveltj, — the first of the " Amazons " made their 
appearance. The four soldieresses were armed mth 
muskets, and habited in tunics and white calottes, with 
two blue patches, meant for crocodiles. Thej were com- 
manded by an old woman in a man's straw hat, a 
green waistcoat, a white shirt, put on like the breeches 
of the good King Dagobert — d Venvers — a blue waist- 
cloth, and a sash of white calico. The virago directed 
the dance and song with an ironed ferule, and her head 
was shaded, by way of umbrella, with a peculiar shrub, 
called on the Gold Coast " God's Tree."* The few men 
showed us some attempts at tumbling and walking 
upon their hands. Two of the women dancers were of 
abnormal size, nearly six feet tall, and of proportional 
breadth, whilst generally the men were smooth, fiill- 
breasted, round-limbed, and effeminate-looking. Such, 
on the other hand, was the size of the female skeleton, 
and the muscular development of the frame, that in 
many cases femineity could be detected only by the 
bosom. I have no doubt that this physical superiority 
of the " working sex," led in the Popo and Dahoman 

* Yammi Doeli. Its priuklj' Etem throws off at the commit three 
leafy ehoots; the old Portuguese utilized this vegetftble hitarrerU u 
St. Fatiiok u uid to have doae with the Bhomiock. 
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race to the employment of women as fighters.* They 
are the domestic servants, the ploughfaoys, and the 
porters, and Gollegos, the field hands, and market cattle 
of the nation, — why should they not also be soldiers % 
In other matters they are hy no means companions 
meet for men : the latter show a dawn of the intel- 
lectual, whilst the former is purely animal — ^bestial. 
Hence, according to some, the inordinate polygamy of 
the race. 

After breakfasting in the house of a good old man, 
one of the local Buko-no, or Diviners, we bade adieu 
to Henvi of the Ued walls. In places the path was 
girt with an impenetrable herbaceous growth, in others 
there rose on either hand noble hedges of forest trees : 
here the wintry leaves still strewed the ground, there 
the jungle waxed thinner, suggesting the possibility of 
j>assage. Amongst the long white Uianas, some thick as 
a man's leg, and bracing down Cotton-woods eighty feet 
high, I thought to recognise the gum-elastic creeper : 
the Europeans, however, speak only of a ficus which 
supplies a kind of caoutchouc 

A short hour placed us at Whe-gbo, a small place 
on the right of the road. My interpreters explained 

' In the Bonnj Eirer the women appear to me larger than the men. 
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the name thua. On this spot the three royal brothers 
of Allada disputed long and fierily about each one's 
chance of being the greatest. As the question could 
not be settled, a councillor cried out, "No one can 
decide (tehe) a palaver so great igbo)." Upon that 
ground the present hamlet is built. 

When -we had disposed ourselves under the fig and 
fetish trees abounding at Whe-gbo, the -war-chief Suza- 
kon danced at the head of his half-a-dozen fellows, and 
waxed inordinately fierce. It is not a Uttle startling to 
see how suddenly, the war-dress doflfed, these ruffling 
heroea subside into the serrile and timid "ni^er." 
Though the little knot of Falstaff 's recruits knew not 
bow decently to cut off" an im^nary head, their great 
captain boasted that the next month would see him in 
Abeokuta. An exceedingly fat old woman joined her 
confrere in the improDisS song, and professed her readi- 
ness to do or die by his side : we shook our heads 
gravely, and the bystanders roared with laughter. 
When the Ajablaku or civilian-chief had made his pre- 
sent, we urged on the hammock-men, who were becoming 
frantic for Alton, their rum. 

Noon had sped before we left Whe-gbo. The trees 
became even more gigantic than before, and presently 
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we fell into a long descent ; it is the second step, 
Azohwe being the first. After two hoiuB we reached 
Akpwe, at the southern extremity of the Great Swamp. 

Its name is explained to be the fetish or super- 
natural part of the Loko or " Sauce-wood " tree. In old 
times it belonged to a people called Aizoh, who, until 
conquered by Dahome, extended from near Agrime to 
Toli, and from this place westwards to Tolfo,* where 
they are mixed with the Ffons. It contains a royal 
palace, or rather precincts of a guttered tumble-down 
wall, with a bam-like shed built over the gate, where 
travellers may rest, We went to the house of the 
chief, who, not expecting us, had refused admission to 
our men. The poorest market on the road was found 
at Akpwe. As we near the capital the population 
becomes thinner, and the display less, whilst a dozen 
women and children are seen for every one man. The 
principal performers in the dance were our own porters. 

On December 17th, almost before the birds had 
begun their matins, we arose and sent forward our 
fellows : this morning we were to cross the Marah, the 
terror of travellers during the wet season. _ The people 
term it " Ko," the Swamp, which appears to be a proper 

• For a short account of Toffo, see Chap. XXIT. 
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name, as a commoti bog is called " Agbaba." The Euro- 
peans know it by the Portuguese word, "Lama" — mire 
or mud. For better distinction I propose to name it the 
" Agrime Swamp." This northern limit separated the 
old kingdom, Ailada, from the original Bahome. To 
the lattei" it is still an important strategical point 
moating it to tixe south : at certain seasons it Trould be 
almoat impossible for the lightest of field artUlery to 
cross it.* The marshy forest forms a zone said to cut 
through Dahome from the lagoon of Hwebonu (Porto 
Novo) eastward, to that of Porto Seguro on' the west. 
Travellers difier about its course, and many declare 
it to be stagnant. On the western road, however, I 
found it distinctly draining to the west, and I therefore 
conclude that it feeds the Haho, Avon, or Porto Seguro 
"Water. From December till June it may be crossed in 
two to three hours, and thus its breadth may be six to 
seven miles. Between July and November it ia a 
severe task : visitors to the King have spent two days 
of continuous toil vrith ten hammock-men who were up 
to their armpits in water, to their calves in mire, and 
subject to perpetual tripping by the network of tree- 

* North of Agrime the heaviest battering train weald find no diffi- 
culty till it lea^kea tite Makhi monDtaina, 
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roots catchiog their feet. The present has been an 
HDusually dry year : we shall trayerae the greater part 
without knowing it. 

Whilst all was en grisaiUe, we struck, staff in hand, 
through the " dismal forest," as old writers call it. The 
hammock became useless, the mud, hard-caked like that 
frozen by a Glerman winter, wounds the feet of the 
bearers ; they march at ^% rate of one mile an hour, 
and the frequent irregularities of the surface make 
them sidle into the bnsh, where tree stubs abound, and 
where falls are imminent. The path was tortuous, 
but easy to a walker, and hardly anywhere impassable 
to an American hght waggon. The sixth King Sinmen- 
kpen (our Adahoonzou II., 1774 — 1789) was the 
Macadam of Bahome. Resolving to make the " Ko " 
passable to his strangers, he handed over a string, ten 
yards long, to each cahooeer, — a signiBcant hint This 
passage, we are told, cost incredible labour and fatigue 
before the hurdle bridges over the swamps were 
widened and the gullies were filled up. There were 
two depressions of black mud, decayed v^etation, and 
beyond those points the sur&ce, though caked and 
cracked, was of lighter hue ; its general unevenness 
told ita difficulty during the rains. The only fetor in 
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the bush vss that of the large black ant, 'which suggests 
that a corpse is hiddeu behind every tree.* 

The road was crowded with porters, hastenLog up to 
the Customs. After every 100 or 200 yards were 
dwarf thatches containing travellers' bedsteads, rough 
branches laid on cross-bars supported by forked 
uprights, and all in ruinous state. These were the 
remnants of huts used by the soldiery when firing to 
Whydah-t At the half-way house, Wondonun,J we 
found by the aneroid that we had descended, from 417 
to withiu 134 feet of sea-level, ex[daining the Swamp's 
stagi^Dcy. The little village is in a Mnd of isluid, 
which never floods ; it has, however, a temporary and 
a. miserable lo(^. Around it is a wild and wiry grass 
showing old hiisbandry, and extensive plantations of 
plantain. 

We ranged our chairs under as open shed in the 
market-place of Woadonun, and were not excised the 
usual infliction. The single white umbrella there 

* The experiments made bj Mr. Bonoaa tend to shoiv tbat fha nnell 
emitted by this speeieg of ant is a poison to other ioBeats. 

■(■ See, for a desoription of this oeremony, Chap. XXIT. 

% Interpreted to mean a place where Bome moostroaB prodigy was pro- 
duced from won (" portent " or "bad thing," as, for instance, a child bom 
with teeth, or speaking prematurely) and Do-nan [s.b. as do kho, i.e., 
speak palarer). 
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present mustered his corps de bailet with two separate 
rings of different sexes. And we had the politeness to 
look on for half-an-hour. 

Whilst the sun was still young, we left "Wondonun, 
and struck once more into the bush ; the ground, 
though hard and flakey, was level, and presently tall 
black ant-hills showed that we had reached the 
northern edge of the swamp, where water does not 
regularly extend. A long hour placed us at Aiveji,* 
where drink and another dance awaited us. The soil 
from black mud had become white sand, and presently 
it assumed the normal red tinge. The sur&ce was 
grass, biu^ed in places : high and lush, it showed that 
the land had long lain fallow ; the later cultivation was 
denoted by finer and thinner wild growths. Aiveji is 
a little village of thatch, almost buried in dense 
verdure, and near the road was a scatter of tattered 
hovels, the " khambi" or grass camp of the Bast African 
interior. 

Excusii^ ourselves from haltii^ in the heat of the 
sun, we passed on to Agrime, the end of this stage. 
The level differs little from that of Wondonuu ; we are 

* 'Ai' (ground), Y4 (red thing), ajid Ji (on) : it is so called beoBiue 
built on red nil. 
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gtUl but 232 feet above the sea. Here, however, we 
strike the " true Coast " of Africa ; the alternate dunes 
and morasses disappear for a regular and northerly 
inclination, whilst pebbles are now mixed with grass, 
shells, and broken palm-nuts, to temper the house- 
swish. The stones, 'all rounded and water- washed, 
contained a large proportion of iron, and a smaller 
quantity of copper. Some Europeans declare that 
they hare found traces of gold,* especially in the 
pottery : I saw nothing but an abundance of mica-t 
Others have gone so far as to say that the King, like 
his father, is aware of tho precious metal existing in 
that portion of the " Kong Mountains " which subtends 
the north of Dahome, and that this is his reason for 

* Batbot, Book IV. Chap. I., speaks of the " oonntrj of TafoD, ia 
wbioh are «>id to be mines of gold ; " but be clearly did not know its 
wh«reabon.ta. According to Mr. Bnnaan (Tol. 11. p. 307], gotd ia as 
plentiful in Bahome as in Aahanti ; bat it is quite supeTseded by Uie 
slave-trade. No one believes him. 

It is not a little onrious that these people, like the Mandengas, the 
Fanti of the Gold Coast, and the natives of the Gaboon Eiver, call gold 
" Sika," Mr. R. Bruoe Walker, now of Lagos, informs me that, " At B. 
Frisco, near C. Lahon, which is the most westerly point on the West 
African coast, when gold is found, the people call it Aaika." All these 
dialects being totally different, the word must have been borrowed by 
one tribe from the other, snggesting that all do not produce the metal. 
Can it be connected with the Asiatio " Sikkeh P" 

t The pottery made at Agbome glitters wiHi miott, and those "pail- 
lettes" have probably impoaed upon the credulous. 
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barring the road to trayellers.* Others more reason- 
ably opine that snch a secret could not possibly be 
kept, especially Trhen so many Gold Coast men are in 
the country ; and, moreOTer, that the Dahomans are 
not such fools as to leave gold undug. 

Agrimen — " In the wall " — derives its name from an 
old legend. When Jemeken was the chief, it was 
predicted to him that his wall must shake unless he 
daily " ate " {i.e., exacted as a tax upon goods passing 
the place) a "kene"and a " tene" (160 and 9) of cow- 
ries. When the King is in country quarters at Kana, 
strangers halt here, send forward their message-canes, 
and request permission to advance. We were received 
with the usual ceremony, a single soldier being the 
performer in a circle of some twenty unarmed squatters. 
Presently a messenger informed us that we were not 
wanted till the morrow. We spread the table under a 
thick orange-tree, and strewed it with wild mangoes, 

*. Aocording to the apocryphal M. Wallon, King Gezo used to saj 
tiut tbe moontaiiu ni»th of faia kingdom produced gold, but that he 
preferred the oowrie ounency, as vith it' theia could be no forgery ; 
moreover, no uum oonld be secretly rioh. M present, when doubloons 
are paid for slaves, the monarch monopoliser all the gold in the country. 
The last haul of doubloons was made by 5. M. S. Prometheus, who 
found SOOOJ. stowed awsy ia soap bars. Since that time, specie is 

brought out in the mail steamerB, and bills are drawn on Messrs. L i 

and Co., L'pool. 
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smelling like apples, and mth cocoas, Trhich extend 
as far as Agbome ; the pineapple here, as at the 
capital, was found in a sav^e state, and without 
fruit. Our beds were hung in a new mud-house, 
lat^j built inside the royal precincts for the use 
of white travellers. The place is one of dignity ; 
we were soon informed that it is not "etiquette" 
to follow any walk where we could be sighted by 
"King's wires." A large cynocephalus, a ground- 
pig, and dirers interesting muscicapse were to be 
seen in the maize, but could not be shot, being in the 
Bang's palace. These ridiculous pretensions are doubt~ 
less invented by petty oaptains potir se /aire valoir. 
Unfortunately white visitors, from Frenchmen to Bra- 
zilians, have ever endured this bullying without a 
murmur, and now the stain is hardly delible from the 
black mind.* 

This chapter may conclude with a few remarks 
touching the route travelled over. ' -. 

The aspect of the country confirms the general 
impression that the Dahomans were, for negroes, an 
industrious race, till demoralised by .slave hunts and by 

* The cDboceeT of Allada objected to Mr. Pnncan measuring a 
ootton tree nitlioiit tlie King's leave. 
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long predatory wars. The land has at no distant 
period been well cleared, and it is still easy to reclaim, 
though in time the fallows will be again a£forested. 
Others opine that it has of late been the royal policy 
to gird the capital with a desert, as the surest defence 
agfunst inraders. 

However that may be, Africa, as far as I know her, 
shows few such ruined regions as that viewed during 
the last four days. The scantiness of the population, 
and the disproportion of women and children to adult 
males, strike every eye. The hackneyed excuse is Uiat 
there is a general muster for war or ceremony at Uie 
capital : the fiict is that, beyond a few towns in which 
there is centralization, the country is a luxuriant 
wilderness. 

On the Gold Coast, and about the Gaboon River and 
the South Coast, even a peasant will have his chair, 
table, cot, and perhaps boxes for goods. Here he 
never dreams of such ownership. The cause is, of 
course, the ruler, who by spiritual advice acts upon the 
principle that iron-handed tyranny is necessary to 
curb his unruly subjects, and to spare him the painful 
necessity of inflicting upon them death or the " middle 
passage " — the Hamitic form of transportation. More 
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to make them feel his power than to ameliorate their 
condition, he will not allow them to cultivate around 
Whydah coffee and sugar-cane, rice and tobacco, which 
at times hare heen planted and have heen found to 
succeed.* Similarly King Gezo Stringently prohibited 
the growth of ground-nuts, except for purely domestic 
purposes. A caboceer may not alter his house, wear 
European shoes,f employ a spittoon-holder, carry an 
umbrella without leave, spread over his bed a counter- 
pane, which comfort is confined to princes, mount a 
hammock, or use a chair in his own home ; and if be 
sits at meat with a white, he must not touch knife or 
forJcJ Only a " man of puncto " may whitewash the 
interior of his house at Agbome, and the vulgar muse 
refrain from this, as well as from the sister-luxury of 
plank or board doors. And so in everything. 
• • » * 

It was a lovely evening at Agrime, ushering in a 
cool clear night ; the atmosphere told us that we had 

* Mr. Jtmet, tiunking the toK-jdaiit indigenoua ta Dahame, endea- 
Yonred to ooltiTste it, and of oonrse failed. 

t The only ihoea permitted ore the kind of leather bags railed, Imfi- 
len fo-kpft, or Moilem alippen, and these oannot be assumed vitbout 
rojal permiuion. 

I Femerl^ oabooeera were not allowed to drink ont of a glass in the 
toyal presenoe; now the King will even offer it. 
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changed the &lse for the true tropical Africa, — the 
swampy outekirt for the hard hem of the rich garment. 
The moon shone brightly, exciting the hyaena, and 
inducing from the frogs many a ^pfK€K€Kt$, koo^, koo^. 
Unusually distinct was that dark mysterious oval which 
sailoring laea call the "coalsack," and our "jungle 
clock," of which Dante sang, — 

" lo mi volai a man destra e posi mente 
Al altro polo, e vidi quattro atelle 
Non criste mai fnoTcti' alia prima gente." 

It may savour of heresy to say so, but I confess 
never to have discoTered the charms of this useful 
but homely constellation. When the major axis of the 
Southern Cross is perpendicular, the form resembles 
that of a boy's lob-sided kite; horizontal, it is hke 
a badly-made four-legged stool. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

SMALL EECEPTION AT AQEIMB, AKD AEEIVAL AT KANA, 
THE king's COUNTBT QUAETEES. 

On Friday, the 18th, about mid-aftemooD, we were 
warned that the royal messenger or escort was 
approaching. A table was forthwith disposed outside 
the palace, opposite some elephant skulls and bones * 
heaped up under an ayyan, or thunder fetish shrub ; 
and we ranged ourselves behind the board. After a 
few minutes a loudening hum of voices heralded a rush 
of warriors into the Uhon-nukon, or cleared space, with 
its central tree, fronting the royal abode. Dahomans 
much affect these sudden and impetuous movements, 
which impose upon the eye, making the few appear 
many. The flag-bearer was the first, waving, at the 

* The Knimal, ia 1603, vas oommon througtiont the oountiy ; now it 
ia a " oorio," having beea well-nigh kilUd out. Aboat three nonUu 
before our arriTal at Whjdab, Mr. Dawson had bought a pair of tnaks, 

and epoke of the ocBurrenoe ae rare. 
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end of the thinnest of stares, a long calico rag with a 
preposterous blue anchor. Then, habited in the war 
uniform of the " Blue Company," dashed a tumultuous 
column of ■war-men, four deep and about eighty in 
number ; followed by two neat kettle-drums, and all 
singing the loudest chants. They saluted us by cir- 
cumambulating the central tree, dehliog before us 
from the left with right shoulders forward, jumping, 
springing, pretending to fire their weapons, and imi- 
tating all the action of an attack. 

During this wild " pass round," sundry calabashes of 
food, carried on slaves' heads, appeared from our left, 
and were displayed in order before us. Meanwhile, 
behind the soldiery, in distinct procession, walked the 
ciyilians, seven married men preceded by a white caUco- 
covered object which, conspicuously borne aloft on a 
carrier's head, announced itself as an old friend, the 
venerable Uqueur-case of former days. Its damaged front 
and broken legs would disgrace an English pot-house ; 
but it has been the pride and ornament of the Dahoman 
Court for the last half century. Behind it, with much 
solemnity, marched Aiseku, a medicine boy of the 
Meu, or Second Minister ; and after him, habited in a 
shabby paletot of brown-black alpaca, tomahawk in 
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band, stalked, \rith even greater dignity, So3u Bleo, 
politely called Podoji-noto — less courteously, "state- 
spy" upon the old Buko-no. 

The Blues, after grovelling in the dust before the 
Sublime Porte, cried out the royal "strong names,"* 
presented arms to it after their fashion, and formed up 
in line before our table. Then the king's canes were, 
according to custom, produced from their ^tuis, and all 
admired their novelty. Instead of King Gezo's rococo 
old lions, sharks, and crocodiles, yte now found out, after 
some study, chameleons, parrots, and monkeys half- 
swallowed by snakes, the whole ornamented with thin 
plates of beaten dollars.f I handled them standing and 
bare-headed, whilst the messengers prostrated ; and in 
this position the usual questions, answers, and greetings 
were exchanged. 

The old liqueur-case was uncovered, and, besides the 
invariable aqua pura, three case-bottles made their 
appearance, with mnscadel wine, trade gin, and bad 



* This old Africo-Bngliah tenn. is a literal translation of the Ffon 
" nyi aiyen-Biyen," 

t The wood ia light, canary-coloured, and pretty Bnch like what I 
h»TO seen at Fernando Po. The stick-maliing industry seema here to 
]iay : the cheapest specimens cost half a dollar. Qefore an axe edge of 
iioa or silver oan be added, the King's permiasioD most be ohtaioed. 
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Portuguese rum. The Dahoman etiquette is to drink 
thrice of different liquors : foreseeing much of this kind 
of thing, I resolved at once to show preference to the 
muscadel, and, despite all protestations, to decline 
the rum. 

Whilst we imbibed to the King's health and to 
my own, the escort fired salutes ; they then grounded 
arms, and began the usual "Gillie Galium," their 
" decapitation dance." Amongst the knives and toma- 
hawks I remarked a jambiyah, or Arab side-dagger. The 
line moved from side to side, capering and raising the 
near leg, and at times all rushed like madmen round 
the tree. Ensued solos of three chiefs, and the usual 
frantic singing and valour-boasting. After empty- 
ing the gin and rum into the principals, civil and 
military, I retired. The small reception ended wiUi 
the King's dole of provaunt — five calabashes of stews 
and vegetables, with one pot of good water. It 
sufficed for fifty, whereas we had a hundred mouths 
to fill ; ensued the usual scene of disgusting selfish- 
ness, the missionary youths,' with "Elijah" at their 
head, greatly distinguishing themselves. 

Nothing could be meaner than the whole display, 
which every year grows worse ; Gezo attempted to 
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keep up {date ; his son is either unable or unwilling to 
do fio. 

When all was over we set out in hammocks, preceded 
by the guard firing at spiu'ts carbines and muskets loud 
as little mortars, and capering all the way. I have 
heard an Englishman doubt the possibility of " polking " 
from Dui to Beersheba — let him v^t Bahome. A 
. delicate French grey, touched with the lightest pink in 
the western sky, told us that the day was dying fast. 
The soil, before whitish, again appeared deeply tinged 
with oxide of iron, and the vegetation displayed 
cactus, as well as the acacia which had characterised 
the scenery between Agrime and its swamp. In 
places it perfiimed the atmosphere like that of the 
Ezbekijah Gardens at Cairo, where the native per- 
fiimers extract from the " locust " a faint and peculiarly 
oriental .periiime appropriately called Fitneh. The land, 
semingly a dead level, had everywhere been burned, and 
the lively young grass was sprouting out of death. 
After about an hour we halted at a Banh-hwe, or 
" Rainbow house,"** a little wall-less thateh-slope, like the 



* For an ftoeount of the rainbow voiehip, «oe Chap. iVH. Duth, as 
hu beea M«n, also means a snake; bat the Beaboard god has few 
hononrs here. 
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Australian " breatwind," in the centre of a dwarf mud 
wall, circled with the thunder fetish plant. The head 
"rehgious" attached to the establiehment came forth 
with the usual ceremonies, presented water to us, 
be^ed and receired alms. 

The next halt was at Zogbodomen, so called from 
its chief, who was slain by Dako,* the first Dahoman 
king. The few miserable thatch huts are shaded 
by the fleshy-leaved figs, called on the Gold Coast 
"Market trees," and are almost buried during the 
rains by densest grass, from which rise the stateliest 
palmyras. Presently crossing level ground, with v^e- 
tation here tall, there dwarfed ; now green, then brown ; 
we sighted from afar a deep depression stretching 
from east to we^. 

On the fiirther side of this vaOey, which during wet 
weather must roll in a considerable stream, stands 
Kana. I could not but feel, during my former visit, a 
thrill of pleasure at the first aght of the "country 
capital." It is distinctly Dahome ; and here the traveller 
expects to look upon the scenes of barbaric splendour 



* Zogbodo also means a nomon'a top-knot of hair, the Shmheh of tlu 
Araba, Mr. Bnnciin (vol. i. p. 205) writes Togbado ; not « nisprint, but 
probablj an error of bis notes. 
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of which all the world has read. And it has its own 
beauty : a French traveller has comparecl it with the 
loveheat villages of fair Provence; while to Mr. Duncan 
it suggested " a vast pleasure-ground, not unlike some 
part of the Great Park at Windsor." After impervious 
but sombre forest, grass -barrens, and the dismal 
swamps of the path, the eye revels in these open 
plateaux : their seducing aspect is enhanced by scat- 
tered plantations of a leek green studding the slopes, 
by a background of gigantic forest dwarfing the 
nearer palm files, by homesteads buried in cultivation, 
and by calabashes and cotton-trees vast as the view, 
tempering the fiery summer sun to their subject 
growths, and in winter collecting the rains, which 
would otherwise bare the newly buried seed. Nor is 
animal life wanting. The turkey-buzzard, the kite, and 
the kestrel soar in the upper heights ; the brightest 
fly-catchers flit through the lower strata ; the little grey 
squirrel nimbly climbs his lofty home, and a fine large 
spur-fowl cries from the plantations of maize and cassava. 
After two hours of slow travelling we passed the site 
of a village now level with the ground : it is called 
Logozokpota,* or the Tortoise's Kise. Here is a de- 

* An iron figure of the Logozo, t^e land tortobe, or terrBpiti, b mnch 
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tached thatch which the king Tiaits before banning his 
compaigns ; and when passing it we were sahited with 
fire muskets — an honour always punctually reported. 
Descending into the depression, we coidd see the town 
— a city no longer — stragghng beyond the northern 
bank. A nearer glance at the habitations showed us 
that they are those of Whydah and Sari, heaps of 
haycock huts or penthouse thatches enclosed in " com- 
pounds" of mud wall or paJm-leaf, and jealously 
detatched. There is palpably more field than habita- 
tion, and far more fallow than field. 

At this point we reached a trivia. Two paths 
setting to the N.N.W. lead to the town ; the south- 
eastern is in the direction of the king's drinking water, 
called Hanan. I afterwards visited It. A well-cleared 
road leads oyer several waves of ground, alternately 
maize-field and palm-orchard, towards a serpentine Una 
of tall dark trees — a formation ever denoting water in 
those lands. About half a mile firom the outskirts of 
Kana places the visitor at the rivulet ; it is a deep 
ditch, sunk canal-like 10 to 12 feet below the ground- 



used in ihe Bo-Fetish. The Egbu beliare mirage to be oaused by an 
nndergronnd £re with vhioh the tottoise f«Ua the trees. I could not 
find the ides in Dahome. 
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surface ; the bed 'm black mth vegetable humus, 
and the water after being puddled is white with clay. 
The direction is easterly towards the Denham Lake. 

This streamlet is said to supply during the dry 
season all Eana. It is visited throughout the night by 
the humbler classes. At the earUest dawn the women 
slaves of the palace,* who are shut up during the hours 
of darkness, wend their way in long lines, carrying 
'huge pots on their heads. They claim the road, 
which is consequently provided with a number of foot- 
made ofiseta. At the words, "Ganja!"! — "The bell 
comes !" — even if it is tinkled by a slave girl-child four 
years old, the native must Mtrow himself "into the 
bosh," that is to say, out of the road, and await with 



* Ihej are not Amazons, tu Commodore Wilmot (Appendix iii.) 
thinks, but the slaves of the fighting women, vho each hold from 
one to fifty. When any of the king's wives appear they are preceded 
bj suob attendants, and are aooompanied by Amazons, who, however, 
cany only their muEketa. It i« the same with the royal Fetish women 
when going to fetoh water for the great Nesn ; they are known hy their 
white raiment and long strings of cowries. Od these occasions the 
male lieges most ran off afar and tnrn their backs. Women only clear 
the way. 

t G&n is any met&l ; gan-wi [lit., black metal) specifies iron. The 
bell in qnestion is a rnde unbrezed affair not unlike that appropriated 
to oor sheep, and it is oarried suspended to a cord round the neck of 
the file leader. At the sight of a man it is vigorously shaken np and 
down with one hand. 



3.n.iized by Google 



192 A MISSION TO GELELK 

averted face till the long traio has passed. If a 
palace water-pot be broken, the nearest male would 
be accused and get into trouble.* When out sbooting 
in the morning, we were often called to by these slaves, 
telling us not to startle them. The Dahoman officials 
show their loyalty by " clearing out" as far and as fast as 
possible. If a stranger does only what is strictly neces- 
sary, one woman will say, " He is a white, and knows no 
better!" and the other will reply, "And has he no law' 
in his own land 1" The lower, the older, and the ugher 
the slave girls are, the louder and longer they tinkle — 
which is natural — and almost all of them seemed to 
enjoy the ignoble scamper of our interpreters and ham- 
mock men, whom the old women order to look the 
other way. At times, men and boy water-carriers for 
the palace, knovm by their switches, arrogate to them- 
selves the same right. This is one of the greatest 
nuisances in Dahome : it continues throughout the 
day ; in some parts, as around the palace, half a mile 



* The same b the cuatom amongst the Bembos of the old Congo 
empire, A man who refiued to quit the path when a chief's wife 
approaohed, or who stood talking with her, would he sold with his family 
into Blavery: on the other hand, the woman, under pain of her 
lord's diBpIeosure, yielded the way to a white man or a blaok-white — one 
authorised to wear shoes and other articles of Eotopean toilette. 
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an hour would be full speed ; and to make way for these 
animals of burthen, bought perhaps for a few pence, is, 
to say the least of it, by no means decorous. 

Continuing our way to the N.W., the next feature 
observed was the Gau Nehori, explained to be " Fetish 
place, when the Gau or commander-in-chief opens the 
campaign" by performing certaia ceremonies. It is 
nothing but a long shed with a shady verandah, and a 
few huts under a splendid Ficus. A Httle beyond it, 
on the left of the road, is a white clay depression in 
the grass — a pool during the rains, and in the dries a 
surface pitted with empty holes 2 feet deep — this is 
the Gau-te.* Then came the Kana-'gbo-nun.f or town 
gate, consisting of a pole or two, but warning men that 
their heads are within the lion's jaws. The space is 
open ; there are two n^ed trees on the left ; to the 
right lie a few small huts, and a gigantic Bombax 
denotes from a&r the entrance to Kana. 

When the party with much singing and dancing had 
been formed up, we were once more allowed to advance. 
This time, howev.er, the circuitous official road was pre- 

* I oould not obtain a reliable tranalal^on of thb name. Ur. Beeobam 
Tendered it " oommandet^iD-ahief's pod." 

t Agbo (wiUi tbe peonliftT " gb " proaooDced edmultaseouBly, a gate], 
and nun (montb, or ude}. 
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ferred. The large open spaces were crowded with 
spectators, -whom the bright moonlight enabled to 
satisfy their, curiosity. On our left lay the blacksiuiths' 
quartei', dotted with round thatched huts, open at the 
sides, and presenting all the .i^pearance of the Cen- 
tral Afciean smithy. Another half hour being duly 
Tvaated, we turned to the S.W, .passed a couple of 
dwarf temples, when the impudique Logba looked more 
priapus'like than any priapus, and were carried into 
t^e " English house," whence the (tippled old Jamdlord 
Begen-Qo^ came ouj) .to receive us. 

This was a disappointment : although e&officio guests 
of Buko-DO, tnbe English iandlord, we had looked for- 
sracd to th^ bomfoTtable hall and superiorestabllsbment 
f£ the Akho-Ti,t or Prtnee Cbyud&ton, the Lieutenaat- 
GoTenior of Whydah. Of course, we remonstrated 
kmdly about the narrownesa of our, quarters, and we 
sent a message to ihe bead .doctor, without otJier result 
than the usual "put off." Let no reader of African 
traivel, however, suppose that anytitung so Jioble as 

* A D&me alwftya given to obildren that have been sent from Dead- 
. Ittnd by .th«ir gnat-grandmothers. 

t Akho, or AkboiD (a kiog), and Yi (sohild, «od, qt young one). So 
" lom " was knowfi uaoiigat the people as Yeire-no-Ti (literally, god- 
mother- wn], yoang muaiooary. 
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jealousy iofluenoes these negro "wortJiies. Their object 
in securing the guest is purely and simply for dirty 
pelf. I have heard and read much of African hospi- 
tality ; but I liave never seen a trace of it in the true 
Hamite.* He ^ill.take you into his hut, and will even 
quarrel with you if you pass him unvisited : he will 
supply you with food, and will assure you that you are 
monarch of all you stirvey. But it is all a sham : he 
expects a recompense in double and treble, and if he 
does not obtain it, his rudeness will be that of the 
savage gruite. The self-called "civUised" negro, like 
\^Q em^ndfod&s of S'a Leone :uid Fernando Fo, admit 
you into their houses, ajid keep you there as at an inn : 
they would be equally hurt and offended by your calling 
fw the bill and by your fiwgetting to pay exorbitantly, 
but indirectly. The fact is, they woiild combine the 
praise of hoapitaUty with more solid advantages ; and 
they do so with the transparent cunning of children. 
Such has been my experience in Africa — may others 
have fared better I 

Kana is less coirectly written Canna, Cannah, and 

* " The people, I lia^e aaid elready, are void either of ay mpathy or 
grathnde, even in rtbeir ova fumlies ; and tite poor liorae is not held ia 
half ae«miali este^n at the««ifie, beoatue thej- oannol: eat it." This u 
A iteue MtBatk 1;^ Uc. Dunean, 

2 
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even Carnah : the old travellers prefer Calmina, or 
Canamina, a corruption of Eana-miDa, from a palace 
once built there, according to "country custom," by- 
one of the Dahoman kings.* The History declares it 
to have been the first place of importance which (about 
1620) fell into the hands of the Foys (Ffons), or 
early Dahomans, by the assassination of its chief. That 
authority, however, uses the word "Calmina," which 
should evidently be Kana, the " Mina " being an addition 
of a later date. According to Commander Forbes, 
" Cannah, formerly capital of Foy, then called Dawee, 
conquering Agbome, has retained a peace of upwards 
of 200 years." This sentence contains a treble in- 
accuracy : " Dawee," as has been seen, should be 
" TJhwawi ;" secondly, Agbome conquered Kana ; and 
thirdly, they have hardly ever been at peace till the 
present century. 

As the History proves, Kana was a settlement 



* "Mina" mnst not be confounded witli Batoh Elmina, on the Oold 
Coast; it refers to Elmina Ofaioa, on the Slave Coast. Locally all the 
peoples between Little Popo and Accra are called " Mina." 

When DabomaD kingi fail to capture an attacked place, tiiey ereot at 

one of the capitals a palace vrhioh u dubbed after the victor, and 

this satisfies the TanqoiBhed, Eenoe, because Babome vas defeated by 

- Asbanti, the Eumaai palace at Agbome was added to the older establish- 

menfa\ Mi, Bnnoan errs (vol. ii., p. 214) wben stating of tbe latter, 
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claimed of old by the independent " Oyos," or Eyeos,* 
the northern and equestrian Yombaa. The BeihoDians, 
ance the days of Agaja (a.d. 1 708 — 1 730), agreed to 
pay to them an annual tribute in I^orember, aad the 
failure of this subsidy invariably brought on a war. 
When Tegbwesun (the Bossa Ahadee, of our writers), 
about 1738, refused his contribution, Eana was plun- 

' ' Thii palaoe was bniU and named about the time when the present king 
(Qezo) threw off hia allegiance to thq kingdom of Ashantee, the king of 
which formerly boasted that he oould hold Dahomey in rasealage." 

• The word "Eyeo"has greatly vexed West A&ioan writen before the 
days of Clapperton and Lander. D'Anville aaes Oogo ; Keimell, Ctngoo ; 
Adams (1823) writos it " Hio." Tha •' Hiafory of Dahomey" (1793) 
gives ns Yahoo (from Snelgrave] ; Oyeo and Okyoa (Barbot) ; Eyeo 
(Dalzel) ; and, in oonolnsion, they confound it with Anago, or the Egba 
ooontry. " Probably this may be the kingdom of Gago (Enkn, or 
Oi^oo !), which lies to the northward of Dahomey eight or ten days' 
journey. The Moorish aspirated sonnd of a being nearly like a hard 
H, as in the word George, spelt jorje by the Spaniards, and pronomiced 
HorkS, or Horoh6 ; whenoe Oego may have been sonnded Eaho, Haiho, 
or Haiko." Admirable reasoning ! Hr. Norrie's map places the Ayoes 
or Eyeoa north of Lagos, which is not far wroog. Bosman speaks of aa 
invasion of Acdra, in 1698, by a powerful inland people, which some 
ooQJeotnre to bo the "Eyeos." Oyo (pronounced Awyaw}, aiiat 
Katanga, was the capital of Yomba Proper on the northern region, 
destroyed in 1835 by the Moslem Fulas, and still, I believe, a heap of 
ruins. When the falling structure crumbled, the maritime proyinees 
asserted their independence, and have oyer since preserved it. The His- 
tory gives wonderful accounts of Oyo's former power. It frequently sent 
forth 100,000 horsemen. The general, it b eaid, osed to spread a thick 
buSUo-hide before his tent and make the soldiery pass between two 
spears Ull a hole bad been worn in it. When greater undertakings 
were in piospect, two bides used tlins to be treated. 
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dered ; in 1747 the foe retired after being duly 
satisfied. The Ojos must hare been troahlesoiae 
neighbours to Dahome, ever demanding increase of 
supplies, interfering in domestic policj, harassing 
them by constant wars, and assuring the Southrons 
that "Dahome belonged to Eyeo." Mr. Norris, writ- 
ing in 1772, shows that the town was in Dahoman 
hands, but it has doubtless frequently been taken and 
retaken. 

Early in the present century, King Gezo (who came 
to the throne in 1818) seized his opportunity, Jind after 
hard fighting, finally drove out the warlike Oyos, who 
were sinking before the Fula or Moslem movement in 
the north,* and distributed the tribute amongst his 
people, — one of his proudest achievements. He made 
Kana a kind of viUagiatura for the Court, free and easy 
as such country quarters generally are, and resided in 
it when his troops went forth to their lesser wars. The 
remnant of the Oyo population was enlisted in his 
army, and was well-nigh killed out during the attack 
upon Abeokuta in 1851. And that the subjugation 
of so terrible an enemy might not be forgotten by his 
dynasty, Gezo — not his son, as the missionaries believe, 

* See " Wanderings in West Africa."— Abeokuta, Chap. V. 
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- — then instituted a sacrifice at Kiuia, which op^s as it 
vrere the customs of Agbome. The yictims are made 
to personate in dress and avocation Oyos, a. pastoral 
and agricultural people.* 

Inhere is Ubtle to be seen at Eaiia, a wall-less scatter 
of huts and houses, thickening as usual around the 
palace and the market-places,- And str^^Img over 
some three miles of ground. The population may at 
usual times amount to 4000, about; ono'third that, of 
Whydatuf According to some enthusiastic travelleos, 
the- cultdvaldon rivals that of the Chinese ; ai. present 



* It is called Oezo's oustom, and ia performed at Kaoa, iiot at 
Agbome. Mr. Bernasko saw it in May, 1863 ; he describes it thus : 
"Near the Bcooad eide of tta (palaoe) w^ were eleien plalforu«i 
preeted oa poles about foity feet higb. Oa each of these was the dead 
bod; of a man in an erect position, obthed in the native stj'le, each 
having in his haod a. calabash or Bimilar vessel, filled with oil, graiQ, or 
Eome other produce of the country. One waa represented leading a sheep, 
also dead. All this was intended to illostrate that at Canna, of which 
tliey (the Bahomans) are now mantors, they were onoe obliged to pay 
tribute." Xho £aDa oustum is described by Mr. Diincau, vol. i., p. 219. 
In his day the bodies had been ex^iosed about two moons and a half, 
till the skin, from exposure, had tarned nearly to the colour of that of 
a white man. " The vulture was industriously endeavouring to satisfy 
his appetite, but the heat of the sun had dried the skin so as to make it 
impenetrabk to his efibrta." 

t No reliance can be placed apon native or quasi-native estimate of 
numbers, eflpeoially in towns. The traveller is reduced to the rude 
experiment of coanting houses, and multiplying by what he learns to ba 
the average household. 
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all such art has been lost. ' The situation is low ; the 
air hot, humid, and unwholesome - the sea-breeze Bome- 
what tempers the day, but the nights are extremely 
oppressire, and during the rains, fevers are rife. 

About one mile to the south-westward of the English 
house is an old palace of a Baboman king, by some 
named Agaja, by others Tegbwesun. It was in poor 
condition ; in many places the wall was tattered, iu 
others patched with matting, and the interior was a 
mass of bush and jungle. As usual, howerer, the 
entrances were kept in repair, and the ground before 
them was swept and sprinkled every morning by 
slaves established for that purpose. There is a tra- 
dition that the founder of this decayed palace lies 
here buried : if so, the remains have been removed 
to the great Agbome palace, where there is a single 
" family vault" 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

THE PROCESSION. 

Oh Saturday, December 19th — Ember Day, it ■will 
be remembered — we prepared for the penance of recep- 
tion. An early visit ■was paid by the King's chief phy- 
sician and archi-magus, Buko-no Uro ; a thin, dark, and 
somewhat castey-Iooking senior. He ■was close shaven, 
to hide the frostiness of his 'wool; simply clad in white 
shorts, and in a large silk cloth with none but the ordi- 
nary silver ornaments. He looked somewhat leaner than 
before, probably the result of his latest nuptials with 
one of the Kmg's stalwart daughters. This person- 
age came of course solely to renew old ties, to apologise 
for not having built a proper house, and to inquire 
about every one's health, from the most Exalted of the 
Empire to my humble self. Tlie real errand at once 
peeped out : Harpagon* wanted a list of presents, and 

* Theie is this kind of man at erer^ negro ooort. The " Narratire of 



3.n.iized by Google 



202 A MISSION TO GELELE. 

was especially curious to know ■whether various items 
specified to Commodore Wilmot, chiefly a carriage and 
pair, were en route. After reading out to him the 
official document touching these matters, he allowed for 
a time the subject to He, resolved to stir it up again at 
the earliest opportunity. By way of showing friend- 
ship he announced that our reception would take place 
to-day, and that on the morrow we should proceed to 
Agbome : he also declared in an off-hand manner that, 
even before presentation at the palace, we might WaJk 
about when and where we pleased. Eana» I have saitJ, 
is country quarters ; the sort of state imprieonmenfl 
with which visitors are honoured at Agbome, is not the 
rule here. He therefore graciously granted us no favour, 
but our right, with which he departed, teUing us to eat 
and dress at once, as the King was preparing for our 
reception. 

I knew well from experience that these ceremonies 
never take place, except in some emergency, before tile 
afternoon. Moreover, it is the first wish of every 
Dahoman official to hurry " his strangers " as much as 
possible fiir two reasons. The minor is, that by making 

the Portuguese Expedition of 1798-99 " exactly describes Bako-ao-Uro 
ia the person of " Famo Anoeva," at tlie Court of the Muata Cazembe. 
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'white men, especially in uniform, sit £}r a few hours in 
the open air fronting a mud wall, called a palace, 
he enhances the opinion of his power amongst the 
people. The major is, his desire to make favour with) 
the King, who when issuing from the interior wishes to 
be received by the visitors, and looks crookedly at the 
" minister " if they be not present. Something rnusi 
be added on the score of African brain-looseness : these 
people have as little idea of time as of numbers.* The 
stranger, however, must be prepared to do battle with 
this nuisance from the beginning, and the struggle will 
endure unto the bitter end> when dismissal brings 
matters to a crisis. I enAed by proposing that for the 
future a messenger should be sent direct by the King, 
not by the landlord as at present, to inform visitors that 
the hour of attendance was at hand. But, even should 
this be granted, the messenger will have, to some extent, 
the same inducements as has the landlord in discom'- 
forting visitors. 

Under the then circumstances, So-kun, our guide, 
began, about 10 a.m., the systematic African worry- 

' "When Commodore Wilmot was at Agbome he gave silver watches 
to many of the ohiefa. The jnain-springs were all broken at the first 
opportunity, but they did not the lesa " sport " these omamenta on all 
pablio oecaeioQB. 
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ing :* it was, however, of no avail, and we put oflF the evil 
time till 1 p.m., which proved to be only one hour too 
soon. The buainess of the day was to begin with the pro-' 
cession of Caboceers, a ceremony as old as the time of 
Mr. Norris, who has left a notice of it. Followed by new 
and handsome hammocks, we were conducted to the 
6bwe-hun-'U,t a clear space partially shaded with ragged 
trees : it is about 100 paces N.N.E. of the " English 
House," and for many generations it has been the seat 
of these operations. Then ranging our sticks &clng 
northwards, we formed the focus of stare and gaze, the 
smaller rabble being as usual conspicuous. Two Elan, 
or Ai-hun-da-to,J jesters, came up, and in hopes of dole 
did their best to amuse us. These African " Sutari " 
are like the guiriots or buflFoons, those Senegal profes- 
sionals, who mingle in every crowd, and whose sole 
object in hfe is to make men laugh. Ever racking their 
wits to please, they evince the true negro poverty of 
invention ; there is a lack of variety in their tricks 

* The Afiicaa keeps jon waiting with an exemplary calme : if joa 
keep him waiting he shows all tbe reativeness of a wild tinimal. This 
is generally the ease with barbariana ; I have remarked it in tlie Soath 
of Europe. 

t Meaning bnah (ghwe), ootton-tree (hnn), road ('li, for ali). 

t Elan is a jester, & clown ; &i (heart), hun (dmm), d4 (play), to 
(father). 
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which soon renders them Uvely as a professionally 
engaged mourner or a Turkish mute. Some of them 
take to the trade early in life, they are in fact bom and 
hereditary buffoons. They are remarkable for their 
ugliness, to which they add by white-washing face, arms, 
and legs. The staple of their entertainment consists in 
" making faces," as children say, wrinkling foreheads ; 
protruding tongues, and clapping jaws like apes ; in a 
little rude tumbling,"^ in ugly dancing and agitating the 
dunes, in drawing in the belly to show emptiness, in 
smoking a bone or bit of cassava by way of pipe, in 
producing from huge bags f yams and maize paste, of 
which they bolted mouthfiils, or by pretending to be 
deaf and dumb — a favourite trick here. They offered 
us some provisions, and we had the laugh against them 
by accepting and passing them on to our servants ; 
and they imitated my notes by scratching a sweet 
potato with a stick. I need not add that they are bull 
be^ars all. 

• The " oartwiieel " ia here called " alogwe"; by the Egbaa, " okitj," 
t Theee walleti are of tbree binda : the lingle bag of ibiii, called 

"glo;" the la^ double pouoh of the B&ms mateiial, known as "akpa- 

taklo ;" and the cloth sack named " Yk\A." 
The History telli m that JeateiB used to ftmiue Agtq'a the ConqaeioT, 

by iwallowing tubs fall of frumenty, and that Uiese men generally 

■tuffed tbenuelTea to death in a few yean. 
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Bhortly after we had taken our seats appeared, borne 
aloft on a negro's head, a table which was lated to be 
one of our best friends in Dahome. It was a vener- 
ahle article, once intended for cards, but the TJolent 
hands of the nef/raille had long ago denuded it of green 
baize, had stripped off its veneer, and had reduced its 
single leg to a singularly smashed and shaky state. A 
glance at it never failed to elicit a request for a new 
" tavo," aiud a reminder that the Commodore bad pro- 
mised a rew^lagant. After two or three had puzzled 
their brains for a quarter of an hour with the iittricate 
problem of opening it, wiother would produce from a 
ealico-cpvi^ed calabash suodry case and other bottles 
of gin and similar spirits, sometiiaes wine, and always 
tolerably pure "water, from the palace. These elements 
of .eaidurance were supplied to us with a praiseworthy 
regularity : -hardly did we take our seats on any occasion 
when lo ! the table. The King seemed tO be pleased 
by our appreciating the contents of his cellar ; he 
frequently sent us messages bidding us not to spare 
them, .and, though the Landlord frowned, I took especial 
care to make our followers invariably empty whatever 
wasflet before us. As a rule, the whites, even the French, 
and the mulattos engaged in the comercio, are so &yer- 
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awed by tbe presence of one " whose smile is life and 
whose frown is death," that they would never yeuture 
upon Buch-8 liberty, consequently the King thinks that 
they iear him. 

Presently a hum of voices from the north answered 
the firat of the ealutes. Under two tent umbrellas, one , 
vicgtfi white and the other fgured,* and accompanied 
by two courtiers, walked the bearer of the loyal cane, 
BoBuSau.f He is a lialf-brother to the king; dark, not 
iUnlofikiQg, but shoiwing no xeseniiblance to tihe ruler; 
Followed by ibis band, drums And rattles, ^nd by his 
a^med ^cof t, he adranced, an^^ed fiag«iCB with us, and 
p^ewnted the stick. We duank with iam three toasts,. 

* Jb Ihb l»nd the umbrella ie a rude kind of ondologics, famtly 
reaeiabltiig .Suropeati blazonry, and au arccionat oirald tall the tioopK 
from the flag. In Bymboliam thej precede Mexican writing. The 
nenlf-ffiwile Cal)ei»Ar ia presented with s yiigiB-wttlto lartiale of peJaoe 
manufactura, and he ia expected to illuBtrate it by hia actions. Tha 
piisoipal figures are knives and decapitated beads and faces, out oat of 
olotb and sewn on the alternate lappets of the ralanoe. The knives-are 
stnught, and shaped like a butcher's, the liandle bine, the blade red. 
Xhe face it mtddy, .vith white eyes ; and the head, wbioh is eleaa oatoff 
at the neck, wears anazare cap shaped like the East Indian ear-eloth. 

•\ The king's eldest brother, Godo, ie never seen in public. A tall,- 
dark, and opptgnpsflessing man, and a aetable drjinJiard, he mae set 
aside by hia father, who, after the affair at Abeokuta, nominated hte 
woond eon, Gelele, as the meet likely of tlie family. In any Asiatic 
Qonntis'isiioh » jeniqi brother would oartai&ly :be put to death, ysd in 
nuuiy the younger broihets nonld be leidiw blinded or be ^rendered 
imbeoile by medicines. So lai Dahome is mild in her m 
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begmnuig with his master's health. A salute was then 
fired, and presently Bosu Sau and his chiefe sat down 
upon their tall Gold Coast stools placed on our left, and 
thus forming part of an oral opening north, where the 
saluters presented themselves. 

Then the companies hegan to pass round, and first 
those of Whjdah. In all these displays it is " funeral 
order," juniors first. A white umbrella, a pair of silrer 
horns,* announced Nulofiren, who, habited in the 
costume of the day, an armless tunic of red and yellow 
striped silk, was bestriding a little nag. After the 
latter had been led three times round us with a. halter, 
and the equestrian had thrice waved hand to us as he 
passed the opening of the spectator-ring, he was lifted 
off by a pair of slaves. His fifty soldiers then formed 
line, whilst their commander advanced and bowed ; he 
then danced and fired a gun, the rest presenting arms ; 
finally, he snapped fingers, made compliments, and 
retired to the enjoyment of stool and umbrella. Such 
was the programme of the whole aff^, whose resem- 
blance to European tactics suggested imitation. 

* limj are made of tin. There are two ^apei: one, the thimble- 
formed, with lateral opening! ; the other, lomevhat like a amali mtuh- 
room or a gintfie'a hom, vrith ridgeleta radiating from tho centre of the 
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Nulofren was followed by Nua^e, of "Whydah, another 
half-brother of the king, a tall, dark, thin man, with a 
chiefs silver armlets and thread pigtail depending down 
ilia dorsum. He rode past smoking a pipe. 

The third was "the place" — meaning a confidential 
slave — of Wenu, who was unable to be present He rode 
past, wared hands, danced, fired, and took his seat on 
our left ; not however, like the caboceers, upon a chair. 

The fourth was the Prince Chjudaton, a caboceer of 
note and influence, one of the king's many cousins, 
supposed to possess the ear of royalty, and lately ap- 
pointed second Yevogan of Whydah. He is a young 
man, tall and well made, of coaly complexion, broad- 
faced, and with a prepossessing expression. The Eng- 
lish subjects speak highly of him : the French, whose 
"landlord" he is, declare him to be cunninig and inter- 
ested. He certainly knows the habits of white men, 
and it was long ago proposed that he should visit 
England, the principal advantage being that after re- 
turn he might venture upon the truth, which a meaner 
man would not dare before royalty.* When this was 



* As yriil appear, tlie highest offioUls in the land (excepting only the 
blood royal) are bon3 jify slarea to the king, and therefore cannot ssjr 
what tbej please. 
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mentioned to the King, he readily consented, declaring, 
however, that he must retain as hostages Mrs. Bernasko 
and her children. I much regretted not seeing more 
of this young man, but the jealouaj of the " English 
landlord " managed successfully to isolate me. Oa the 
present occasion Chyudaton was smoking a bad Bahia 
cigar, — a bit of civilisation to be expected from one so 
conversant with " European society " ; he wore a tunic 
of green silk, and his decoration was a pair of muda-oom 
horns. He performed the decapitation danc^ looking 
moat amiable the while. 

The French and English flags, preceding a company 
of dancing soldiery, announced the Yevogaa, or viceroy 
of Whydah. In contrast with his lieutenant he is the 
old school of Gezo's ofBcials, and he is perhaps the 
worst type. He was bom at the hereditary little 
village * of his family, Dokon, about two miles to the 
east of the Kana Gate of Agbome. His appearance re- 
volts : it is a compound of a bovine eerebdlam, a deeply- 
wrinkled brow villainously low, a dooble prognathons- 
ness, massive Tips with bad lines, thick-lidded, blear aod 
yellow eyes, and the expression of a satyr. Mr. Duncan 

* It ooQsuts of a nomber of thateliM anoloBsd ia s el^y vsll ud 
■nxroaDded by fine palm pLiuUtionE. 
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foulid him an " excellent fellow," which in one sensa is 
true, H&is aa bad aft he looks^ and' bis aTarice' is oiily 
to be ficpialled by his ra4)acity. If twD' strangers, die- 
put© at Whydah, 500 dollars for in^nce h&itg tiie' sah>- 
ject, and tbe Ktigante proceed to the YevogaM for justice, 
he at once confiscates half the amourd) in:qne^ioh't;» 
the King, thaO isto say, to himself; and athird quarter 
will certaiAly disappear amongst the (Mtboccersf and 
Fetishmen.* Until lately he has: like' all the older 
officials, kuotm white men onlyaa' slarer^ and as th« 
most abject order, of traders. He" ttreatB; e*ery #n» 
^ith. equM supen^LOu^eecs. ITbis insolence has more 
tkaiOi ouee bfougbt him into tpouhle, and in- Kay last 
htf was- placed under arrest in his own haUBe for intfii- 
vility to Btrangera Yet he is erer' nide of manner, 
and: raqnires to be treated ia MndS: " civil or rough," as 



9 is, tirat wbite Men for tba moat part, aiid< bUdi 
men when thej dare, take their own meoHnres at Whydah. Before my 
araival a merollBnl BhipiUuteK haTihg beeambbed by a trndbttoelerb', 
put him into tbe bands of a. Brazilian slaver. The latter bang, up tiiB 
onlprit by the thnmbB and lashed his wrists tight to a pole, pouring 
upon them a powdered wood like sand, which caused the flesh to swell 
with intolerable pain. It reminded me ofthedaysof' 1724'^, when Jbhn 
Oow, the pirate, would not plead. "Tlw judge ordered tiiaC Ms thomba 
should he sqneesMd by two men witli a whipeord' till it did break, snd 
then it shonld be doubled t^lL it did again break, and then laid three- 
fold, and that the exeeutioners should pull with their whole strength." 
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the occasion requires, but much more of the latter than 
of the former. On this occasion he wore, as a white 
man, a felt hat, which he doflFed to us thrice ; then, 
dancing a few steps, he came forward to snap fingers, 
and attempted, partly in jest hut much in earnest, to 
pull U3 from our seats. 

The caboceers were followed by the companies, 
of which the first was that of the Ahanjito or 
singers and of the Hunto or drummers ; in &ct, 
the local bards, troubadours, or laureates, who are 
not less powerfiil in Dahome than in other wild 
lands, from Wales to Nepaul. The distinguishing 
mark was the horse-tail " chauri," with a man's 
jawbone above the handle. They were preceded 
by nine " fancy flags," * adorned with all manner of 
figures, animate and inanimate, cut out of coloured 
cloth and sewn upon the plain ground. These were 
followed by a truly barbarous display : eight human 
crania dished up on small wooden bowls like bread- 
plates, at the top of Tory tall poles, — a ninth remaining 

* The faTonrite ornament of the flag, like the nmbrella, is a blue- 
handled red-bladed knife on each alternate volance-flap, the other being 
ooonpied by decapitated heads wearing the Sast Indian kan-top, or ear- 
cap, nhioh the EgboB call " fiUa," hamg probably derived it from the 
Fulas. 



3.a.t,zsd by Google 



THE PBOCESSION. 213 

ominously ungamished. After passing round in review 
without umbrellas, the musical warriors, who are preux 
chettUiers and extra-doughty worthies, formed hne 
opposite me, and waring their "chauris," sang to a 
pretty tune certaia words in my praise,* — 

Barton (pronoonced Batunu), he hath seen all the world with its kings 

and oabooeeTB : 
He now oometh to see Dahome, and he shaU. Bee avei^thing here. 

They were dressed in rich silka, and eleven of them 
wore horns. After dancing solos they sat down on our 
right, where before stood the common herd of gazers, 
chiefly boys. 

Then, preceded by the Union Jack (why t) and four 
flags, came the Akho-'si — " King wife," — or Eunuch 

* As these people have no written language, anything that happens 
im the kingdom, ftom the airiral of a strai^r to an earthqaUu, is 
formed into a Hnd of Bong, which, rhythmless and rhymeless, ie taught 
to professional men, and is thus transmitted to posterity. 

The stTaDger, howevet, may find himself strangely named. Enropean 
nomenolatore not being pleasant to negro ears and tongues, every white 
man in the land has, as on the Qold Coast, a niokname. The Father 
Superior of the French mission b known as Nyan gli — " Padre Corto," . 
opposed to a tall brother, Nyan g&gi, "Long father." Another mis- 
sionary, M, L , being of highly nerrous temperament, was dubbed 

Penan, or papaw leaf, whioh resembles the aspen. .Mr. Beeoham, being 
mueh addicted to meat, and walking about with rounded shcnlders, 
became Epon 'akta, the huncbbBok-Tolture. I at onoe was known as 
Ewahna, Tuesday, from landing at Whydah on that day, and afterwards 
as " Ommoba," from a well-kuowu Fanti obaraoter. 



3.n.iized by Google 



814 A MISSION TO GELELE. 

Company. There were three chiefs, two in black felt 
aod one in horns ; the corps, however, is no longer dis- 
tinguished, as in the days of the History, by carrying 
bright iron rods. The head man presented the royal 
stick, whereupon I rose and drank to the King's health. 
He then informed me that he had been commiasioned 
by the Chief Eunuch, the principal palace dignitary, to 
guide my steps. 

The rest of the pageant was a rapid pass round of 
the corps d'Mite. My Blue, or English esoort of the 
last day, with their Colonel, Anaufen, in a cap of crimson 
velvet, followed an unfurled flag, fired, and saluted. 
The Achi, ■or bayonerteers, were headed by their com- 
inaQder in a man o' war's man's cap, about twenty in 
number ; they were tall, large, and evidently picked 
men, dressed in blue cloth tunics, and armed with 
heavily loaded guns. They are recognised by a kind 
of eye on their conical caps, also of blue cloth, two hori- 
zontal parentheses of white, and a dark central dot.^ 
Followed a few carbineers, whose half-shaven heads 
showed them to be slaves of the palace : they are 

* The first bajoneteers were organised bj tlie old Men, or Gecoud 
minister, in the days of King Qczo : at fiiat they were 300 in nnmber. 
The leader will bear in mind that the aorpi d'flite and the offioers in the 
Dahoman army are the aame amongst the women as amon^t the men. 



3.n.iized-by Google 



THE PROCESSION. 215 

known as Zo-hu-nun — " Fire at the foe'a front." A white 
flag with a blue anchor at the end of a waving red 
stripe, denoted the Gan' u' nlan Company, the " Con- 
querors of all animals," so called from the size of their 
guns, which are expected to kill, not to wound :* forming 
part of the artillery with the Agbarya,t or blunderbuss 
mesi ; they are chosen for size and strength, and 
much prefer themselves to the commonalty of the 
army. They followed a tattered Jack and a fancy 
flag, and their chie& bowed to us, whilst the men, 
resting the butt upon the ground, fired resonant 



At 2 p.m., when the review was over, the Yevogan 
again came up, shook hands with us, and preceded by 
the most numerous of the companies, his own men, set 
out palacewards, leaving us to follow. 

All our party then formed file, led by the youth 
Buko, carrying the King's cane which had reached us 
at Whydah, by So-kun, the English guide, and by the 

* Gan'u (oonqDering), nlan (any animal). Thus I expUia Mr. 
Dnnoftn, vol. i., p. 236 : " Next oame a regiment belonging to a eoontiy 
called Ginoa, oommanded hj a female of the same name. TUb regiment 
consisted only of 30O women. This corps make no prisoners, but 
kill all." 

t This word must not be oonfannded with aghkjk, a oaitridge-box, 
which Hr. Duncan (vol. i., p. 226) arroneously writes agbwady a. 
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solemn eunuch De-Adan-de. Mr. Hilton preceded the 
hammocks 'with the flag of Bt. Geoi^e, followed by 
the Reverend Bernasko, supported on both sides by 
Beecham and Valentine.* I went next with my armed 
Erumen in bright caps and " Fagnes ; " behind me was 
Hr. Cruikshank, then Governor Mark, and lastly the 
boy Tom. Between the ceremonial trees of Gbwehun-'U 
and the palace of BaDyamme,t the distance is about a 
quarter of an hour in hammocks : the different inter- 
ruptions multiplied it by three ; at every 100 yards 
a 3 -pounder ship's swivel fired a blank shot, and was 
carried on the shoulder of a smgle porter to the next 
station. The direction was north, with a Uttle westing. 
A broad well-worn and carefully cleaned road — all 
those about Eaua are the same — hard with water-rolled 
pebbles, wound through grass plots, scatterings of vrild 
cotton heaps, and tufts of croton {Croton tiglium), be- 
tween fields of maize and " thur" {Cajanm indicus), and 



* Mr. Dunean (vol. i., p. 216) was " amuHed by the Tanity of the old 
gorernoT of Whydab," who ahowed a great anxiety to preoedo bim, witb 
a Tien of showing snperiority, aad, prewntly riding up, ordered to the 
rear hia attendant, who seemed mortified. In Babome the introdnoer 
preoedea the preBantee, but not with any idea of snperiority. 

t Oi Banyanyamme, a strottg name given by the boilder, Gezo, when 
be was Eubstitnted for his eldest brother. It is not intelligible to my 
interpreter!. 
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under the noble trees detaching the divers homesteads. 
An abundance of Fetish ytas also present 

Presently we struck upon the eastern angle of the 
palace. These buildings in Dahome are all made upon 
the same pattern : a Bwish wall of five courses or steps,* 
about 20 ft. high, forms the enceinte ; in many places 
it appears ruinous ; it shows patches of matting, and 
when new ground is taken in, a fresh palm fence 
denotes that labour is deferred to another day. The 
shape is an irregular square or broken oblong, and the 
circumference must be sufficient to contain the wives, 
soldieresses, and female slaves, composing the personnel 
of the feminine court. The gates vary in number ; they 
are usually from eight to ten. They are thatched 
sheds about 100 it. long, built agaiast the clay wall, 
and 60 ft. to 70 ft. high ; thougli the roof ridge is tall 
enough for two stories, the deep and soUd eaves rest 
upon posts barely 4 ft. tall, planted at 14 to 15 ft. 
from the back wall, and the two nearest the entrance 
are provided with earth benchBs.+ The slanting roof 

■ In DolLome these swuh Bteps axe called "ko-liwe," Tlie palaoe and 
the citj gates are allowed fire ; ohiefe have four tall or five thott, and all 
othera three, or as the King direots. The Biagbome, oi double-storied 
bailding, 30 to 40 feet high, and denribed by old viutoTs at Eana, no 
longtt exiati. 

t Locallf called " Pw6," the Abeokutaii " Okpo." 
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of thick grass is kept in position by stout bamboo spliuts. 
Inside, the ground is raised aboat 1 ft. ; the material is 
■ a stiff red loam, in parts rudely pipeclayed. Outside 
the Goti-ance there are invariably two stunted and pol- 
larded ixees, here as farourite a fashion as formerly in 
France ; and often a pole connecting them forms a 
gaUows, from -which jo-susu, vo-sisa, or Fetish cala- 
bashes, and other talismans depend. Each tree also 
has its bundle of Bo-s6, or Bo-sticks,* — tjuneheons, 3 to 
4 ft. long, zebra'd or spotted with red and white, and 
at tioies inscribed with Moslem prayers ; they resembled 
on a sooaill scale the barber's pole of old England and 
modern America. The external gateways act as guard- 
houses ; in the interior, as far .as can be seen, they 
correspMid with the external, and the King always 
receives in these barn-hke sheds. After the fashion of 
the old Whydah rulers, he is eyer cbangiag his sleeping 
aparfcmMit.f 



* For an explanatioa of the J(o Fetish, Bee Chap. XVII. 

+ The only Engluhman. kaown to have been admitted into tbe king's 
deeping chamber was Mr. Norris, who, in 1773, described it as a neat 
detaohed room, .eepuated from the court in which it stood hy a 
bieast-high wall, tbe top of vhich was stack full of human jaw- 
bones. The little area within it was paTed with the skulls of neigtiboor- 
ing princes and chiefs, placed there that the king might trample upon 
them. 
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After a few minutes we arrived at the Akoreha,* or 
eastern juarket, ■where we were received by a con- 
sistory of Bo Fetiahmen ; on their right were holy 
women in decent garb, petticoated to the ancles, and 
distinguifihed by flowers in the hair, and long necklaces 
of cowries. The chief carried by way of sceptre a 
woaderfiUIy worked axe of bright brass, called by the- 
people Aaiovi, and known to the Portuguese as Facno 
de Bq. liiMtily cheered we passed the several gates of 
the jtalace, each showing from one to three umbrellas of 
the guard, the captains on chairs, .and the men on the 
ground sitting motionless with guns and blunderbusses 
■ pointed skywards, and like a .picadil of speara. Turning 
down another open apace, called Ajyako, we pro- 
ceeded to the Addogwin, or western market. I did 
not recognise a place once familiar to my eyes : the 
palajce fence of dry brown palm-leaves had disappeared 
for a bran-new dark-green matting, and the form of 
the clearing had ch^oged : nothing recalled the old 
locality .but a huge tree on the north side. 

When opposite the western or main gate, the usual 
large bam-like thatched shed, supported on poatSj we 

* This is B&id to be a Whjdoli word, the name of a toirn " broken " 
hj one of the eldec kings. 
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dismounted, as is the custom, to make congees. On 
the right were two duck-guns, and a machine infemaU 
with fire bell-mouthed brass barrels, mounted on a 
dwarf bed,* and with a single flint lock ; on the left 
were four wall-pieces, and one wooden case, which was 
probably empty. Twenty-four umbrellas, ranged in 
line, covered an equal number of the highest digni- 
taries in the empire. A somewhat lengthy description 
of this place will be required : it is the fac-simile in 
male of the feminine palace-interior, and it represents 
the soldieiy of Dahome, minus the King, halted or 
encamped upon the line of march. 

The army, or, what is nearly synonymous, the nation ■ 
of Dahome, is divided, both male and female, into two 
wings — the Eight and the Left.! They are so called 
from their relative position to the throne, which here 
was represented by the entrance dividing the captains 
and their retainers into two bodies. 

The right or senior wing is commanded, ex officio, 
by the Min-gan,J the first of the two great Bonugan 

* AppaTentl; a favourite old weapon. Mr, Norris mentioiiB, in 1772, 

a " blonderbnu with five barrels." 
t There are no Hgimente, properly ao aalled,as Bnppond by Ur, Dimoam 
} Said to mean " we are all oaptains." The word Ib TarionBly spelt 

UiegBD, Mioghan, and by the History, Tunegan. The Abeokataiu call 

him the " Ottoo." 
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or civilian captains " of the outside." He is therefore 
the Premier of the empire amongst men ; * the she- 
Min-gan, being within the palace, takes precedence of 
him. He leads in the field the first battalion of the 
right wing, and, as head of the pohce, he is supposed 
to speak from the people to the King. Being executeur 
des hautes oeuvres, he is also entitled " Men-wu-to, or 
man-slayer; and, as he kills for the king proper, in 
the case of sacrificial or distinguished deaths he is 
espected to use his own hands, leaving the humbler 
sort to his assistants. The present " M. de Dahome " 
is a tall, dark, thin old man, by no means decrepid, 
with a neat and well-made small cranium, but de- 
cidedly the look of a headsman. I have said all 
Dahoman officials are in double pairs : his lieutenant is 
the Adanejan (by the English called " Adonijah "), the 
" King's Cousin," and a favourite at court. The woman 
Min-gan is Gundeme,f and she has an assistant. 

* H. Walloa ernmeotul; nnks the Miugaii after the Mea, He 
makes the same miBtake in BsyiDg that the Oau and the Fo'BH are equal. 
Hr. Dnnoan (p. 231) CIU11BII7 alludes to the "Me-gah, tbe King's 
principal jailer," and as wrongly tells ns " the higher oflioetB of the 
honsehold are allowed to adopt their official titles as their family names 
(N.B., there are none), Majho (for " the Men") being in the Dahoman 
language, Prime Minister." 

-f She is thus alluded to by Mr. Dnncan, vol. i. p. 248 ; " The head or 
vommander of one of his majesty's female reg:imenta, named Godlbimay." 
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Under the Min-gan, or civiliaa Ppenrier, is tlie Gflu,^ 
or leader of the- second battalion of the right ■wing, and 
military Commander-in'-Chief. He is, in the absence 
of the Min-gajl, the head of the Ahfwan-gan,f or war 
captains of the outside. The present officer is a tall 
and large old man, with a wrinkled forehead^ iidFVous 
and ricketty : it is almrot time; that he should^ " go- to 
sleep." His second in command is tBo' Matn^ l^other 
to the present King. The correspondrn]^ offijeer'dstongst 
the Amaaona is known; as Khe-tun^u,J and her 
■deputfy 13 the 3!okhen«.^' 

The chief civilian Captain of the' Left k the Meu,'lf 
-who is the second subject in the empire. He speft^ 
from the King to the- people, coUects the revenues; 
receives tribute, declares war, appoints, axsc«e6iiig fo 
som^ the Oau and the Fo-su, and has the cfafu^'of all 



■ There are many wajB of writitiK thia word. Commissroiier Fortes 
{irefers Agaow, H. WaUon, Oao, and the Histeiy, Agaow, with a sua- 
jiioion o( derivatioa from the Turkish Agha I 

t Ahvan (war), and gan (a^ aaptaic). Thia ruit inelodes alt offiebra 
that oan bring ten to a handled dependants or elai«s bibi the fieldi 

X Ueaning Khe (hffd), tan (hanunering], and ^o- (metal); 

5 The Zoheino of tie History.. 

|{ The word is said to mean " hia raiment fits' him." It is apelt with 
more or less error, Uayho, Mayhoo, Mahn, Mehou- (there is no aa^rate, 
but a dinresia), and Mayo. The Egbas of Abeokuta tnuulats tbe 
title " Gain." 
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strangers visiting the King, He also executes the 
criminals of Addo-Kpon, the Bush King, an institution 
■which, ■with the reader's leave, I will explain at a future 
time.* The present tenant of oflScff was once cele- 
brated &r his memory, and could so daes &iCts timt he 
never forgot name or event : ■with the poor mnftmoni- 
cal aid of a few beans or seeds he managed the compfr- 
cated affairs of Bahome. In those days his power was 
great, and he recpiired to be bought at a high priced 
He is no^ an old> old man,-f- with holloa cheeks and 
toothless gums, which make bfe mouth appear lipless— ^ 
the only predicament which prodoces this phenoroenoi* in 
Africa. He easily forgets ; he appears to be half asleep ; 
and he is manifestly becoming childish. The Kiag hm 
occasionally hiuted at his retirement, but the decrepid 
senior clamours to be kept on, declaring, perlia|)S 
truly, ihftt' do-notMngneae would kill hiai : his exceed" 
ing rapacity ani big eye J would, if unglutted, certaialy 

• Mr. Duncan (vol. i. pp. 230—251), describes a horrible scene " in 
Thich poor old Mayho, who is an excellent man, waa the proper exe- 
outioner." 

t Eight yean ago, M. ■W'allon mode him ninety. But negro lonjsni^n* 
very oniertain in these lands, when, to mm op the almciet dlattolftial 
wisdom of the white man, people say " Be knows hia own age." 

X Coretonmees : a common Ffen phrase ie, "Eairnukan" (hahw a 
big eye). Hr^ Duncan (vol. i. p. 217), calls him an " excellent old ibbh^ 
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cause his death. But he has served as a "politic 
blade " many a king. At times he waxes bright, and 
calls to mind the Captain Springatba so facetiously 
depicted by the commander of the " Hannibal of London." 
His farourite garb is an unclean shirt, an alpaca jacket 
worn to rustiness, and broad silver armlets — Mr. Dun- 
can's " silver gauntlets" — upon the brown sleeves, when 
he manages to look exceedingly mean. His heutenant 
is styled the Bi-wan-ton.* Though not of royal blood, 
he has lately succeeded to the name and rank of a 
nephew of the King who debauched the twin prin- 
cesses due in marriage to the Min-gan and the Men. 
The culprit is imprisoned, but, as a scion of royalty, he 
receives food from his own house, and he is allowed 
a single slave. No intercourse with his wives is per- 
mitted. Thus his greatest punishment is what we 
administer to our convicts gratis. The corresponding 
officer among the Amazons is known as the Akpa- 
dume,t and her deputy is the Fosupo.J 

and verj different from the generality of ondviHsed Afrioans, not having 
that covetous and selfish disposition usnal with them." Now it is 
notoriously the oontrary. 

* Bi (all), wan [love), ton (belonging to), meaning that the Sing's 
lore ii over aJl those whom he has made. 

-f- Henoe Hr. Duncan's Apadomey regiment, and Apadomey soldiers 
(vol. i. pp. 232, 233). X The PhoMopoh of the History. 
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Under the Meu, aud related to him, as the Gau is 
to the Min-gan, ranks the Po-su.* He may also be 
described as the head war-man to the Meu, under the 
Commander-in-Chief. The present incumbent is by 
no means of prepossessing presence. He is a youngish 
■warrior, black, lean, and muscular. The loss of an eye 
when Gezo attacked Abeokuta, adds to his scowling 
look. He appears ever sick or surly ; and his wool, 
worn longer than usual, stands upright in little tufts 
and pigtails, like a thrum mop. His lieutenant is the 
Ahwigbamen, one of the King's brothers. Under the 
Po-su ranks the Ajyaho, the " Jahou " of the History, 
and there called " Captain of Horse." Though not a 
neuter, he is the chief of the eunuchs, whose offences 
he punishes. He swears witnesses, and he has medi- 
cines to elicit the truth. 

These high officials, the Min-gan and Meu, the Gau 
and Po-su, or one of them, failing the Ajyaho, lead the 
four battalions which the Dahoman army numbers, in 
tho field. The Amazons are, it has been seen, similarly 
conducted. 

The third personfige in the reahn is the Yevo-gan, 

* I have alluded to this dignitary in Chapter II. , Tho namo is 
written by Cominaader Foibes, Posaoo, and by M. Wallon, Poisson. 
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whose fimctiona I haye described. By the state law of 
Dahome, as at Benin, all men are slaves to the King, 
and most women are his wiTCB. The blood-royal is 
tiie only freedom in the country, and it probably does 
not exceed two thousand souls. 

After the Bonu-gans, the Owu-tu-nnn (royal attend- 
ants), and the Ahwan-gan, rank the Akhi 'sino,* or 
great traders, who pay over duties to the King. They 
are in fact the "merchant princes" of Dahome, and they 
certainly lead a more useful life than the Ahwan-gan, 
or miUtary class, which will do nothing but eat and 
drink, dance, make war, and attend Customs. In the 
fifth rank are the petty goveniors and captains, to 
whom the King gives the insignia and the property of 
their predecessors, and who are degraded for the most 
trifling reasons — the neglect of some ceremomal, or the 
evil report of a messenger. 

' Eetuming to the western part of the palace, where 
sits the httle host of high officials, we find them 
inspecting their retainers, especially the companies 
which had saluted us. These militia troops were 
marching round, singing, dancing, firing, and perform- 
ing other evolutions distinguished by immense noisi- 

* Akbi (market), si for asi (a wife), no (mother). 
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nesB. We finished in hammocks our three official tours 
of the Addogwin market-place, each time stopping to 
salute the Sublime Forte. At 2'45 P.M., after the last 
salutation, we retired about a hundred yards, and, 
&ciDg eastward, sat down till summoned to "the 
preawice." 

The heat was excessive, and the dancers' dust stained 
OS red. After half-an-hour, a silver bell and a pair of 
horns hurrying up, motioned us to arise and advance. 
This person was the To-no-nun, or chief eunuch, whose 
functions, including those of his brother official, the 
Kan-gbo-de, must, at the risk of wearying the reader, 
be explained before I can hope to make the interior of 
the palace intelligible. So compUcated are the various 
offices and the ceremonious receptions amongst these 
people, who own no other study in life 1 

The To-no-nuD* is the chief of the Owu-tu-nun,t or 
body attendants upon the sovereign, the others being the 
Binazan, the Buko-no, and their followers. This head 
eminch is the fourth personage in the realm — royalty not 

* To (town], no (motlier], ddd (moatli), meaning that all matt obe^ 
him. Commwsioiier Forbes writea tho word Toononoo, and H. Wallon, 
who nndentood even less of the IsDgua^, Toloanou. 

t From Owu (a hod;). These peraooBl atteudonta are entirely diatinot 
from the warriors. 
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included. He is the minister of the palace interior, 
beyond which his autliority does not extend ; he attends 
the King's person, and on great occasions he interprets 
between the women oflScers and strangers. Outside, he 
commands the corp of eunuchs, who have an especial 
residence in the city. During the late Gezo's reign, he 
was on great occasions the organ of communication 
between his master and the Meu ; it was also his duty 
to rinse out the glasses in which toasts were drunk, and 
to swallow the water, a custom now obsolete. The 
present incumbent is very old, with a peculiarly baboon- 
like countenance, and it is hardly possible to distin- 
guish him from a senior of the other sex. He affects 
silver horns and a blue broadcloth long coat, of quasi- 
European cut, which, trivial as the comparison may 
appear, forces upon the mind the idea of a magnified 
bluebottle fly ; and he loves to buzz about as fast as his 
emaciated limbs can carry him. He had a narrow 
escape at the accession of the present ruler : properly 
speaking, he should have accompanied his liege lord to 
Deadland. Gezo, however, left express orders that he 
must be spai-ed, lest, in the hands of a young and 
inexperienced king, the ceremonial of the Dahoman 
Court might suffer let or change. He is now safe, as 
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he is held to have been re-emplaced by the Gbwe- 
wedo,* who is called To-uo-uun or chief eunuch " for 
the present King." By the custom of this strange 
kingdom there is a chief To-no-nun, euuuchess " of the 
inside." She is called the Yavedoif and her second 
in command, the sub-To-no-nun for the present Eiug, is 
the Visese-gan. 

The Kan-gbo-de| is another personal attendaut, 
■whose duties, like those of the To-no-nun, do not 
extend beyond the palace gates. He is the chief of the 
royal huissiers, and inspects the guards at the several 
entrances. He wears round his neck a large silver 
bell, and his attendants have similar but smaller 
articles, to proclaim silence before the King speaks : 
they also precede the royal steps, to remove any sticks 
or stones likely to offend. The late dignitary attached 
to the old king used to present strangers ; he was, 

* " Otton-iireffj," is tiie title of the seoond chief ennuoh at Yocubitn 

t Ya [they), yedo (think). 

t Sad. (rope), 'gbo (cut, or finiahed), and de (octroi, or toWQ dues). 
This U an eaigmatical title, after true Dalmman faahion, alhiding t« thu 
official, having command of the rear guard. When the rope which, 
ttfetohed aoroBB the rood, forma the tarnpike of these regions, is 
removed by the master of the onstom-honse, all can proceed. Com' 
mander Forbes spells the word Camboodee, and M, Wallon tran&latcs 
it " Brand Chambellan." 
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howerer, permajiently degraded for wilfully riding on 
horseback up to the royal gate. The present holder of 
the office is a young man, and his assistant, forming the 
normal Dahoman " happy pair," is the Kakokpwe, the 
dignitary who met us at Whydab. The chief warrior 
of the Kan-gbo-do is the Ko-ko'aje, who, having beeu 
captured at the attack on Abeokuta, was bought by a 
gentlewoman, and converted into a husband and Abeo- 
kutan " gentleman." The Dahomans swear that he must 
be retaken. 

The Bi-na-zon,* whom the missionaries, ever think- 
ing of Pharaoh, call " chief butler " for the worst of all 
possible reasons, is the King's head store-keeper. He 
has charge of the royal cloth, cowries, and rum, and 
thus he corresponds with our " treasurer." He is a sub- 
ject, and not of the blood-royal ; but a pleasant fellow 
withal. The corresponding officer of the inside, is 
called the Vi-de-k'alo. 

• Bi (aU), na (I), zou (walk). 
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CHAPTER IS. 

THE RECEPTION. 



Maeshalled bj "Silver Bell and Giraffe Horns," 
we entered the royal gate, first remoying our swords 
and closing our umbrellas, which may not appear before 
the King.* We were told to walk hurriedly across the 



* The King's name in Dahome mnat ba pronoimced with bated breath. 
For in Dahome the King in his otm person alraorba the nndividcd leapeot 
of the people. In England we adhere to tha piinoel; name ; s.^., 

Nona Sahib rest nnsnng, 
Let none apeak of Badnhung, 

which b as correctly applied to Gelele as would be ' ' Duke of Clarenoe " to 
William lY, after coronation. To ntter it in his presence would, in the 
case of a Bubjeot, he death: once crowned, the Sing niut forget his 
antecedents aa an Adeling, and this ia the common pTactioe of Airioan 
monaroha, even to the pettj ohiefs of the Congo. Many child prinoea, 
sons of the actual djna£t, have been to my quarters, and have held cut 
the hand for bread : and aucb a amoll hoy the preaeut roler once waa. 
Dr. M'Leod, howsrer, erra in atating that the royal relativea, anoh aa 
half'brothers and sisters, are slaves. 

The word Badahung, or Badahong (which M. Wollon writes Budalura, 
and others Badahou and Badou), ia properly Ba (bamboo], do (pushes or 
poles], hnn (the cause) : it is, therefore, not very dignified. 
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nearer half of the palace yard, and presently we halted 
at a circle of pure loose white sand, where the ministers 
prostrated themselves — silex, not mud, being Court 
powder for the great in Dahome. There we doffed hats 
and caps, and waving them in the right hand, bowed 
four several times to a figure that was sitting under 
the chiar'oscuro of the thatch, and was, we were told, 
retumiug our compliments. 

This prehminary over, we were made to advance 
very slowly — the native officials bending almost double, 
and uttering in drawn out unison " i — 4 — i ! " to warn 
the Court that others besides the inmates of the palace 
were approaching, A few steps placed us close to the 
King, who merits especial notice. 

Gelele,* also known as Dahome-Dadda — the grand- 
father of Dahome — is in the full vigour of hfe, from 
forty to forty-five, before the days of increasing belly 

* Gelsle is, as we often find amoDgtt kingly mtmes in the Ewe-'gbe- 
'ajya dyooatf of Dahome, the initial word of a phrase — Gelele (bigness), 
ma nyonzi (with no waj of lifting). For the strong names or titles, 
the curious reader will coninlt Appendix IT. 

As regards the dynastic name, first assumed by Siag Aha (Adaho- 
ODzoa I.), Hwe-'gbe-'ajya, it oorresponds with Osai (Oaei) of Ashanti, 
and may be broadly compared with the Egyptian Pharaoh, The mean- 
ing is, Ewe (a fish), egbe (wilt not enter), ajya (a weir) ; yiz. : If a fish 
shun the trap it will not be oanght, ho no one can do anything 
against Dahome. 
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and decreasing leg. He looks a king of (negro) men, 
without tenderness of heart or weakness of head, and 
he appears in form and complexion the KiUXiEros Avijp 
of this black Iliad. His person is athletic, upwards of 
six feet high, lithe, agile, thin flanked and broad 
shouldered, with muscular limbs, well turned wrists and 
neat ankles, but a distinctly cucumber-shaped shin. 
The skull is rounded and well set on : the organs of 
locality stand prominently out ; a slight baldness 
appears upon the poll, and the "regions of cautious- 
ness " are covered by two cockade-like tufls of hair, 
mostly worn in Dahome for the purpose of attaching 
coral, Popo-beads, or brass and silver conelets. His 
hair, generally close shaven, is of the peppercorn 
variety, the eyebrows are scant, the beard is thin, and 
the moustachios are thinner. He has not his father's 
receding forehead, uor the vanishing chin which dis- 
tinguishes the multitude : his strong jaw renders the 
face indeed "jowly" rather than oval, consequently the 
expression is normally hard, though open and not ill- 
humoured, whilst the smile which comes out of it is 
pleasant. His nails are allowed to att^n mandarin- 
i:* . the African king must show that he is an 

* Xfaii lengtli of talon probably suggested te elder tnTellers the idea 
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eater of meat, not of " monkey'a food " — fruits and vege- 
tables. Moreover, talons are useful amongst ragoftfa, 
ia lands 'where no man has yet been called furdfer. 
His sab-tumid lips disclose white, strong, and Bound 
teeth, the inner surfaces being somewhat blackened by 
tobacco. Hia eyes are red, bleared, and inflamed, 
betraying an opacity of the cornea which may end in 
blindness. An ophthalmist might here thrive upon the 
smallest display of skill This complaint ia not the 
gift of mm, for the King is a very moderate drinker, 
and prefers wines and beer, of which he has an ample 
store, to rum and gin. The glare of the country, the 
Harmattan winds, the exposure during the long recep- 
tion hours, perpetual smoking, and lastly, a somewhat 
excessive devotion to Venus, are the causes. The nose 
ia distinctly retrousse, quasi-negro, anti-aquiline, looking 
in fact as if all the lines had been turned the wrong 
way, — this mean and hideous concave is the African 

of a poiaou-globtile stuDk under the nail of tha little finger, vhioh wa» 
gradually protruded into the oalabaah or drinking* oup, when the Tenom 
inatantl; disoolTed. Captain Phillips wai tuld by a caboeeei of Whjdah, 
whom he had "well warmed with brandy and other strong liquors (here 
the key of most seoreta)," that it was brought from a distant inland 
ODUotry, and that three to four slaves was the price of a tingle fatal 
dose. Bat brandy has the power of heating the imagination as well aa 
the other facoltiea. 
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subatitate for tbe beautiful, the sjiupathetic, and the 
noble conTesity of the Caucasian, — ^but it is not much 
flattened, nor does it wholly want bridge. The lines of 
wrinkle subtending the corners of the mouth are 
deeply, bat mot viciously, marked : and the same may 
be aaid concerning the crumpling of the forehead 
during momentary excitement. According to some, he 
is afflicted with chronic renal disease. He has suffered 
severely from the small-pox — the national scourge — 
which has by no means spared his race.* The only 
restige of tattoo is the usual Bahoman mark, three short 
parallel and perfiendicular lancet cuts, situated nearer 
the scalp than the eyebrows, a little above the place 
where the latter meet the zygomata. 



* We reftd in the History thftt tlie great Agaja was " pitted Tith ths 
small-pox, or perhaps tattooed in imitatioii of it, as is oustomaTf in the 
oountT}'." And we are espeoially informed that ot Whjdab both sexes 
thnB adorned their cheeks and foreheads — a practioe now obBolete. The 
old Dahonian sign was a perpendicular incision between the eyebrowB : 
the woinea marked the lower parts of the body with varioiu devices. 
The modern is described in the text. Ur. Duncan (vid i. p. 266), 
wrongly asserts " the Dahomans are not marked at all, except snch 
marks or tattooing as the parents may choose to inflict OD the lower 
parts of the person by way of ornament." The Alladas used to make an 
incision in each oheek, turning up the flesh towards the ears, and allow-' 
ing it to heal in that position — a hideous devioe also forgotten. 

The sixth king, Sinmenkpen (Adohoonzou II.), died of small-pox in 
1769. The late Oezo, after marching on Popo, is said to have fallen 
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M. Walloii, who probably never saw the present ruler, 
declares that he exactly resembles Gezo, whereas the 
latter was extremely dark-complexioned.* Also we 
read of his character : " JRuse, tenace et trSs dissimtde, 
U est aussi plus interes$& que son pere, et passe pour 
tres crud." But Gelele always disliked and distrusted 
Frenchmen — en animam et meniem ! There can be no 
greater contrast than that between the sovereign and 
the ignoble-looking lieges, who, Hindn-hke, after a 
certain age, either Bhrivel to skeletons or distend to 
treble bulk, and who, though rarely resembling the 
typical negro of the text book,| are Hot unfreqnentiy 
black as ill-brushed boots. The pure reddish-brown 
of his skin, not unlike that of the so-called copper- 
coloured Indian, and several shades lighter than the 
lightest to be seen at his Court, conhrms ih& general 



from the »equel<B of Uis same terrible ditease, whicli hoi thos killed 
two kings oat of a total of ei^hi, 

' Mr. BuDcan (vol. i. p. 224] deBoribes Gezo, in 1845, as a "tall 
atfaletia man aboat fortj-tbree jeors of age [he wait older), with 
pleasing ezpreBsiou and good features, but the tup of bis forehead falliog 
back rather too much to meet tbe views of a phreDologjst." 

\ The same may be aaid of the tjpioal John Bull, Johany Crapaud, 
Faddy, and Brother Jonathan : we have selected an exception, a oarics- 
tnre. Bat moh negroes do exist : I can point out a Tomban family at 
Logos wbioh fulfils every external conditiDii of the link between man 
and monkey. 
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report that his mother is a slare-girl from the northern 
Makhi:* others irhisper that she is a mulatto from 
the French factory, Whydah. , 

Like Gezo, Gezo's eon and heir affects a dress simple 
to excess. His head is odea bare : on this occasion 
he wore a shoi't cjliadrical straw cap, with a ribbon- 
band of purple velvet round the middle. A Bo-fetish 
against sickness, in the shape of a human incisor, strung 
below the crown, and a single blue Popo-bead, of little 
value, was hanging to a thick thread about his neck. 
Despising the Bonugan-ton, or broad silver armlets of 
his caboceers, he contented himself with a narrow armil- 



* In Mr. Norris's map the "Moliees" are placed west of Agtrame. 
Their maualitn-laQds aretohe seen rising dne north of the capital : the 
tribes in the vioinitj' are Kubjeot to the King, the more distant are 
independent, and even court hia attacks. Mr. Duncan, the only 
white man who explored the country, tella ns (toL i. p. 245), that 
" Makec ie prononnoed Hahco in the Kong monntaiDB," and relates that 
the Dahomans there took 1 26 towns, making the greater part of the enemy 
priBonerB. In June, 1863, the army of Dahome, after foorteen marches, 
probably short and circuitous, turned round upon a hostile clan, which 
defended itself so well that bnt few were taken. Indeed, I heard a 
report at Little Fopo, that the King had been killed and the army 
destroyed by eannon sent up the Yolta River. 

The Uakhi are a well made and comparatively light-oomplexioned 
people. Their tribe mark is now a black line raised, as amongst the Ejo 
of Benin, above the skin, from the hair to the root of the nose, bnt not 
extending beyond. Formerly, tbej cnt three long obliqne marks on 
one cheek, and a cross on the other. Their women are prized for 
matrimony: the mother of King Siomenkpen was a Makbi girl. 
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lary iron ring, of the kind called " abagan " and "alogMi," 
round his right arm. Above and below the elbow of the 
left he wore fire similar bracelets ; these ornaments were 
apparently invented to save the limb when warding off 
a sabre-cut from the head. The body-cloth was plain 
fine white stuff, with a narrow edging of watered green 
silk, and as it sat loose around the middle, decorum 
was consulted by drawers of purple flowered silk hardly 
reaching to mid-thigh. The sandals, here an emblem 
of royalty, showed some splendour. They were of 
Moorish shape, with gold embroidery upon a scarlet 
ground, two large crosses of yellow metal being espe- 
cially conspicuous. Altogether, the dress, though 
simple, was efiective, and it admirably set off the 
manly and stalwart form. 

The Ring was sitting under the deep shade of the 
kind of sbed-gate before described. His throne, the 
" Pwe," or earthbench, on the right of one entering, 
was about three feet high, and was strewed with the 
red, blue, and striped cotton cloths made in the palace. 
The two near poste propping the eaves were swathed 
with red and white caUcos, whilst the others were 
chocolate stuff sprinkled with blue. The left elbow 
of royalty rested upon a cushion of crimson velvet. 
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with a narrow band of bright yellow satin and lappets, 
upon -which appeared the royal emblem, the Cross. 
The King was smoking the weed in a long stemmed 
silver-mounted article of native manufacture :* he 
manifestly thinks there is nothing melius qnam pipe 
o' tobacco, yet this excess one would say must some- 
what militate against his success with the sex. 

A throng of unarmed women, the royal spouses, sat 
in a semicircle behind the King under the same thatch, 
tiie warrioresses being on stools, or at squat outside. 



• So Mr. Notria found King Tegbwesiiii " smoaking tobaooo." 
The pipe is an institntion in Dahome, Clays from Europe are mnoh 
•old, and iron srtioleB are made at home. The usnal bowl is of Agbome 
manafaotare, one of the many monopolies of the royal wires : it is of 
reddish or whitish-yellow earth, as usnal half-baked and rery brittle. 
The tube is a sappy stiok, somewhat like the salt-wood of the Benin 
Eiver, from eight to eighteen inches long, whitened by peeling, and 
oolonred black in alternate bands. The King's tube and bowl are 
adorned with silrer plates and wire : the old pictiiros of Dahome place a 
Turkish pipe in the royal hand. Here there is nothing like the art of 
Ashanti, where the pipe-bowl represents some queer animal, human or 
bestial, and the long flexible reed tube, conduoing to cool and clean 
tmoking, is tastefully adorned with silver wire. The pipe, when at rest, 
is placed in a wooden case, looking like two hoakey-stioks knocked into 
one, and opening with a slide in the upper part. The tobaceo-pouch is 
nearly the size of a modern carpet-bag. It is of goat's skin, tanned 
after the Yoruhan fashion, and coloured black, with dull red bindings. 
The interior is divided into seTeral compartments, and it is usually 
earned wr^ped round the pipe-case. 

The Babomans, even the King, use Brazilian roll and American leaf : 
a few prefer the worst kind of oigars. 
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and through the open entrance slare girls peeped at the 
proceedings. I regret to say that not a pretty face 
appeared, most of the "fair sex" had sooty skins, and 
the few browns showed negro features. They atoned 
for this horaehness by an extreme devotion to their 
lord and master : woman's position on earth, say 
Easterns, is to look up to somebody, and these certainly 
do, so far, their duty. It is no wonder that the King 
of Dahome's soul, like my " Lord Keeper's," lodges well. 
If perspiration appeara upon the royal brow it is ia- 
stantly removed with the softest cloth by the gentlest 
hands ; if the royal dress be disarranged, it is at once 
adjusted ; if the I'oyal lips move, a plated spittoon, 
which, when Mr. Norris wrote, was gold, held by one 
of the wives, is moved withiu convenient distance ; if 
the King sneezes,* all present touch the ground with 
their foreheads ; if he drinks, every lip utters an excla- 

• In Ffon, "Djin." is a sneeze; nmnifeatly, like onrs, an imitatiYe 
word. Almost thronghout Africa, there is Bome superstition oonnented 
with this convulsion. In Senaar, oourtiera turn the buck, and slap the 
right thigh. Old authors tell us that when the " Sing- of Monomotapa " 
Bueezed, it became a national concern. Those nearest the royal penoa 
howled a salutation, which was taken up by the antechamber; and 
when the horrid cry had run through the palace, it was re-eohoed 
by the whole city. In Europe the superstition is, that St. Qregoty 
iuBlitnted a benediction upon the saeezer, because during a certain 
peitilence the unseemly act was a fatal symptom. 
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matioQ of blessing. Tliis intense personal veneration 
reminded me of the accounts of Mohammed the apostle 
and of his followers left by contemporary writers. But 
without analysing too far, I suspect that in Dahome 
it is rather the principle than the person that is 
respected, the despotism more than the despot, the 
turban rather than the weai-er : that were the King to 
be succeeded on the morrow, the same semi-idolatry 
would be heaped upon his successor. Howerer that 
may be, the Dahoman King must only condescend to 
live, all, save what must necessarily be done by himself, 
is done for him. Such a life appears wearisome ; but 
kings are unlike common men, and the ways of princes 
are mysteries to the multitude. To this exceeding 
care only can be attributed the protracted reigns of a 
dynasty, whose eight members have sat upon the 
throne 252 years, thus rivalling the seven Roman 
monarchs whose rule extended over nearly the same 
period, and has caused them to be held fabulous or 
typicaL 

We walked towards the entrance down the clear lane 
hedged by squatting Amazons, and we formed up in a 
group close to and opposite the King. The Men, and 
his dependent the English landlord, who acted as it 
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were our sponsors, aupported our right, the Yevo-gan 
tmd the Junior Min-gan our left, and all redined npoa 
the ground in the position of Homana upon the 
trtdinium. 

After the usual quadruple bowings and hand vaTings, 
the King arose, tucked in his toga, descended from his 
estrads, donned his slippers— each act being aided by 
some dozen nimble feminine fingers — and advancing 
greeted me with sundry vigorous wrings a la J^oAn 
BttB.* Still grasping my hand, he inquired after the 
health of the sovereign, the ministry, and the people of 
England, which he and his natm^y suppose to be a 
little larger and a much richer Dahome surrounded by 
water. He then asked more particularly concerning 
the To-ji-'khosuf or Commodore, the Gau or Captain 
Luce, and the Anima-sin-blu-to or Dr. Haran, his last 
year's visitors. Gelele is said to have a right royal 
recollection of faces, names, and histories. A long eom- 

* His father used to tt&et yiith. Eoglishmen b " &miliar alap oa the 

baok with his open palm." 

f To (water, espeoiollj the ocean, a pool, or a Btream], ji (n^on), 
Idiosa, for Akhoau by Bynalopha (a king). "Gau," I have already 
explained^ Amma (tree, or athei leaf), siii (water, the oompoimd word 
leaf-water meaning " medicine "], and blu-to (he who makes). Amma- 
blnto, or Amma-sin-blu-to, is the pioper name for a dootor or Borgeon ; 
Amma-sin-kpele is the title of an officer, in whose charge is placed the 
Siiig's medieine. 
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pUment was paid to me npoo my haTii^ kept word 
in returning : I had promised oa a prerions occaaon 
to apply for pOTmjasion to rerisifc Dahome, and here 
•to redeem a promise' 13 a thing unknown. The King 
frequently afterwards referred to this trifl^ attaching 
great importance to truth-telling, and assuring me that 
it Hkade me his good friend.* It reminded me of — 

BehoMe the manne I he spake the tmthe, 
Bee's gXestei tiiui a kjnge I 

He then finally snapped fingers with a will. Mr. 
Cruikshank wore a naval frock, which looked dull near 
a scarlet uniform, having no epaulettes ; his accueil 
was less ceremonious. Lastly, the Reverend received 
the greeting of a friend, and the King, before returning 
to his seat, kindly noticed the hoy Tom. 

Our stools were placed before the tlirone, and we 
sat whilst the materials for health-drinking were taken 

* Tiath, being a ptoolMrfy rare oitide, is high) j Taloed hen. King 

Sinmenkp^n said to Governor Abson (1803), who, being a resident of 
thirty-seven years ia the country, had attempted a mild deceit, that " he 
vished the Engliahman had not been bo much of a Dahoman-maii, as to 
make nse of any artifice." I have myself been put to shame by hearinf; 
a Camazoons Hiver chief deelaie to a Baptist miasionary, who waa 
palpably prevaricating, that had the truth been told, all would have 
bees welL It most be a ouriously aelf-aofficient brain that niU enter 
into the lists of lying with an A&ioan. 
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from under a red calico cloth which lay upon a ricketty 
table near the entrance, 'with legs once gilt. It ib 
not customary to address royalty, even though the 
presentee be acquainted with the language.* The 
sovereign's words are spoken to the Mou, who informs 
the interpreter, who passes it on to the Tisitor, and the 
answer must trickle back through the same channels. 
It is evident the King will never hear anything 
offensive, and that he will ignore all beyond his. actual 
inspection. I at once saw the necessity of attacking 
the dialect, and, despite the nervous terrors of the hen- 
hearted Beecham, who seemed to think teaching treason, 
I had the satis&ction, before departure, of understand- 
ing most conversations in Ffon, and of being able to 
join in a simple dialogue. 

After Sin-diyye.' and Sin-ko! we drank in three 
several liquors to the health of the Sovereign, the 
Commodore, and my humble self. After bowing and 
touching glasses, the King suddenly wheeled round, 
whilst two wives stretched a white calico cloth by way 
of a screen before him, and another pair opened small 
and gaudy parasols, so as completely to conceal his 

* On the other hand, there u none of the oeMmonial abrardjty which 
compels mere ansnen to a royal qoeBtion or remark. 
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figure from our gaze. There was a prodigious out- 
burst of noise. Quna were fired, " Amazons " tinkled 
belJs, and sprang kra-kra, or watchmen's rattles, 
ministei-s bent to the ground clapping their palms, and 
commoners bawled " Po-o-o " (i. e., " Bleo ! "— ^" Take 
it easy !"), cowering to avoid the dread sight, turning 
their hacks if sitting, and if standing tliey danced like 
bears, or they paddled their hands like the forefeet of a 
swimming dog. We were not expected to more.* 

* Africans and aomo Aeiatios aro most subject to vitohorart when 
eating and drinking ; the Maldivian Islanders, for instance, eat alone in 
tlte leoesses of their houses, fearing lest some nnluoky cantrip be played 
vith the viotaals. Uoreorer, in most plaoes, the King is too great a man 
to eat, drink, or sleep at all. The origin of the idea is intelligible : it 
cottld not have been imposing to see the nngnst person of 0«or^ III. 
" at dinner on mutton and turnips," Henoe the old kings of Franoe 
preferred to be serred by knights on horseback. The Alake of Abeoknta 
mnat be hidden even whilst he enjoys a pritt. It vas certain death to 
see the petty King of Loango eat oi drink, which be did in different 
houses. When the oup was handed to him, an attendant struck together 
two iron rods, the thioknesa of a man's finger : oil who heard it buried 
their faces in the sand till the sound aeased, and then clapped hands, 
and uttered blessings. (Barhot: Supplement.) Also, no one might 
drink in the presence except by turning back upon royalty, which is 
also the case tat all but whit« man at Dahome. The negroes of 
"Ardra," we are told, nsed in friendship the same oup, showing that 
the idea of dignity has done much towards lartounding the act with 



Ur. Ditton has quoted upon this subjeot from the desoription of 
Henry Til. and EUzabeth of York's coronation: first, "The Lady 
Elizabeth Grey and Mistress Ditton went under the table and sat at the 
Queen's feet, and the Countesses of Oxford and Rivers knelt on each 
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After the "toasta," salutea were fired, — tite first fijr 
royalty ; the secoad, of eleven guns, for the Conuuo- 
dore ; and the third, of nine, for myself. I at once 
ohjected, and demanded the same number as my pre- 
decessor, and when Jfr. Beecham, who bad turned bhie, 
could be persuaded to interpret my words, the King 
at once ordered two more to be fired, and made ex- 
cuses for the mistake. When this was done, we were 
informed, according to custom, that another deputation 
was to be received. There is no necessity here for 
backing out of the presence, the dorsum indeed, when 
dancing, is presented to majesty more often than the 
front. We, therefore, turned and moved about 100 
feet outside the Bang's thatch, to the place where our 
stools had been ranged fronting the north. We were 
thus amongst the caboceera of the Meu's party — abcHit 



ride, and. bow and tben beld a keroMef beSm Iter Oraee ; and after the 
feast the Queen departed with Qod'a blessing, and the rejoicing of tnanj 
a tme English heart" (Leland'e " CoUeotanea," vol. iv, pp. 216-238.) 
On the other hand, Mr. Jaa. W, Smith cites Stowe'eChiouioleB: "On^ 
right ude of her (Uaeen Anne Boleyn's) chair, stood the Conntosi of 
Oxford, widow, and on her left band stood the CouDtess of WOToester, 
all the dioner season, whioh, diveiE times in the dinner time, did bold 
a fair doth before tiie Q,neen't face when she <£d liit to spit, or do 
otherwise at her pleasure ; and at the Qneen's feet, all dinner tims, sat 
two gentlewomen nnder the table.** Amongst some tribe* in tlte Oongo 
eonntrj-, the chief's big toes are still palled when he drinks. 
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a score — od the proper left of the throne, and with us 
were the Po-au, or left-hand Sub-commander-in-Chief, 
the two Yevo-gans, and the English landlord. We were 
separated from the Min-gan, the Gau, and the other 
right-hand chiefii by a few paces, the prolongation of 
the clear passage lined with sitting Amazons, and 
leading to the throne. Thus the King could com- 
mand an nnintemipted view of the bottoin of the 
conrt. 

Here, comfortably- established under the gorgeous 
tent-canopy, called in Ashanti and Pahome an 
umbrella, I produced my adversaria and sketch-books. 
The King ie always pleased to see this, and hie father, 
.Gezo, when visited by Mr. Duncan, sent to the palace 
for paper that everything might be described by him :* 
without the aid of writing it would be impossible to 
remember half the complications which occur during 
these receptions. More than once in after-times ihe 
King sent to me his compliments and thanks, teUing me 
that no white man had ever before taken so much 
trouble, and that everything should be shown to me. 
The Pagan African is, in this point, a great contrast to 
hia more civilised Moslem brother, and to tiie wilder 

• Vol. i. p. 227. 
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tribes of Asia, who fear the pen as tbey do the 
fiend. 

I now proceed to portray the salient features of the 
King's levee. It was to me the most interesting scene 
in Dahome, showing more of picturesqueness and less 
of grotesqueness and tragedy than any other. 

The long bam under which Gelele set was built 
against the eastern wall, which was clay ; fresh palm 
leaves, matted and planted as a fence, forming theother 
three sides of the oblong court.- The regularity was 
relieved by a few poor sheds, and the only objects of 
remark in the yard were the familiar bundles of fetish 
sticks and a pollarded tree supporting an earthenware 
pot, with two pennons on tall poles. Along the shed, 
which was confined to the King and his wives, ran a line 
of four-and-twenty umbrellas, forming an extempore 
verandah. Those on the flanks were white, and mostly 
very ragged, sheltering the chieftainessea of the she 
soldiers : in the centre, denoting the place where the 
King sat, they affected the gaudish tulip tints, dazzhng 
hues, variegated, yet in perfect harmonies — ■ scarlet 
tender green, purple, white, and light blue : an especial 
fevourite was red and yellow ; it is called in England 
Satan's livery, but when massed it excites the eye. 
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These richly tinted umbrella-canopies are forbidden to 
all sare royalty, and the King takes no little pride in 
them.* 

The only difference between the outer and the inner 
court is this — the former is a parade of the male, the 
latter of the female soldiers, and the first glance shows 
that both bodies exactly correspond. Mid-ribs of 
bamboo- palm {Raphia vinifei-a), in single line, lie on the 
ground separating the sexes ; this thin barrier no one 
is allowed to pass. The instrument of communication 
is the Mahaikpa, a princess who has not been seen for 
two years, and who consequently may be dead. Below 
the throne there is always one of her retainers, the 
" Dakro," a middle-aged woman, formerly attached to 
Gezo's Court, and a mighty stickler for ceremony. 
The Dakro bears messages from the King to the Meu, 
who passes on the words to the Min-gan, whence they 
find their way to the many. She walks out of the shed 
holding a war stick in her right hand, places it on the 
earth, kneels close behind the bamboo line, and resting 

* The7 are manifestly made upon n Earopean model. Mr. Dnnosn, 
yiho vritea vith the aimpliaity of a. child, tella na (toI. ii. p. STl), that 
the Siag oaiued him to enter a. memorandimi of wTcral patteina for 
oaaoiAes, desiriDg him to order a oumbor of them to be sent from 
England. At the present moment (Angast, 1864) one of these nrobrellu 
maj be Been at the roomg of the Royal GeograpHool Society, London, 
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elboTTB on tlugbs, or sometimeB with one band on the 
ground, whispers her errand, almost touching heads. 
As a rule she goes on all fours to the Meu, and only 
Ineels to smaller men, who become quadrupeds to her. 
A favourite gesture with both sexes here is to smooth 
the ground before them with one or both palms, clear- 
ing as it were the place for prostration : it is the whit- 
tling of the Yankee, and it serves to conceal thought 
The message is receiTed by the miuister in a similar 
position, the feet resting upon the toes and the heels 
supporting the posteriors. After obtaining the answer 
the Bakro rises, returns to within the bam, makes 
obeisance, and placing heraelf on all fours — the nearest 
approach to our brethren of the field since the days of 
^Nebuchadnezzar — either upon the ground or up(m a 
mat, before and close to the King, duly deUrers it to the 
royal ears. Nothing but the prodigious memory for 
trifles possessed by this people prevents a communicfc- 
tion that travels so &r from losing all its original sensa 
Outside the bamboos, divided, as has been said, into 
two distinct groups, stand the ministers. All are in 
their richest attire, gay with tunics of bright silk and 
satin. The Min-gan wears eight necklaces, with a silver 
ornament like aJleuf-de-Us or trefoil, hanging upon his 
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breast The Meu has doffed his alpaca jacket, dj^lajra 
fine and valu^le piak coral in long strings, mth tinu. 
thi«ad pigtails lashed on to them, silver armlets adorned 
vith the British Lioa, and ^ith two quasi-haman heads 
which may have belonged to William and Mary ; whilst 
the emblem of Christianity, in gold, depends from hia 
neck. But the crucifix is strangely altered, the crucified 
being a chamelion, the Tonerable emblem of the rain- 
bow-god. This is not done par malice, like the ass 
placed by the irreverent caricaturist upon what is, 
according to Dr. Rossi, the earliest known cross — it is 
the simple instinct of a barbarous race. The Adanejan, 
or assistant Min-gan, is more than usually gorgeous. 
He is a huge Cyclops of a black, wit^ a jetty face, at 
least one size larger than bis brain-pan, and a f(ms air 
de j'eune komme, effected by close shaving his stiff 
whitey-grey beard and hair. Though long past " fright- 
ful forty," he is much addicted to women, and he is ever 
" chaffing " the Reverend about marrying a daughter to 
him. A great trencherman, with a rollicking laugh that 
quakes his fat sides, the big eupatrid is of somewhat 
offensive presence ; he is moreover a professed b^gar, 
aai what meets his touch nerer leaves it 



Non fiut Antoljei tarn pioeata nuauia. 
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The Gau is rendered conspicuous by bis big brass 
bracelets. The surly Po-su wears four brass rings on 
his left arm, and his forehead is always ceremoniously 
marked with white sand or red earth. All the lesser 
fry are clad like their betters, in tunics of rich native 
cloth, and ornamented with horns, silver bracelets, 
armlets, crucifixes, trefoil-shaped articles, and necklaces, 
of which some wore as many as ten ; Fopo beads, large 
and small ; coral, red and pink ; blue and white glass 
beads ; green, yellow, and variegated pottery ; while 
some have neck-ropes of black and blue seed beads 
disposed in patterns. 

On the King's proper right, in the wing presided 
over by the Khe-tun-gan (female Gau, or Commander- 
in-Chief), and outside the big barn, enthroned on a lofty 
chair, sat the Akutu ; she is captainess of King Gezo's 
Iife7guard3, called the 'Mman, or Madmen, the Bashi 
Buzuks, or Enfans Perdus of the Dahoman host. This 
dignitary is a huge old porpoise, wearing a bonnet 
shaped like that of a French cordon bleu, but pink and 
white below, with two crocodiles of blue cloth on the 
top, and the whole confined by silver horns and their 
lanyard. To the left of royalty, more in the open and 
under a tent-iunbrella, upon as tall a seat as the Akutu 
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enjoyed, is the Humbagi, the corresponding veteranesa 
on the Meu's side. She is also vast in breadth, and a 
hammer-head in silver projecting from her forehead, 
gives her the semblance of a unicorn. As a rule the 
■warrioreaaes begin to fatten ■when their dancing daja 
are passed, and some of them are prodigies of obesity. 

The flower of the host was the mixed company of 
young Amazons lately raised by the King ; this corps, 
standing to the north of the palace yard, and on the 
right of the throne, was eridentiy composed of the 
largest and finest women in the service. Behind it 
stood its band, a Chingufu or African cymbal, two small 
tom-toms held under the arm, and four kettledrums 
of sizes, beaten with hand or stick. The newly-chosen 
company apparently contained . two hundred, and the 
whole court certainly did not show more than one 
thousand. Some Amazons, however, are now absent, 
attacking, I have said, a village in the Makhi country, 
which distinguished itself by grossly insulting the King, 
by threatening to kill him and his army. They will 
have an easy victory.* 

* It leemi a pecnliarity of olimste in tiuMe lands, and the Hiatoty 
can inpply leveral iuBtancea, that oompela individnala and tribes mortally 
uid wastonlf to ininlt a rauooraiu and hateful laoe like that of Dahome 
and ttieu entirely to forget the iqjnry, so as to take no precantionB ogainit 
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The gala-dresa of the goardesses was decent, and not 
uncomely. A narrow fillet of blue or white cotton 
bound the hair, and the bosom was concealed bj a 
sleeveless waistcoat of Tarioos colours, giving freedom to 
the arms, and buttoning in front like that affected by 
Hausa Hoslenis. The loin wrapper, of dyed stuff, 
mostly blue, pink, and yellow, extended to the ancles, 
and was kept tight round the waist by a sash, generally 
white, with long ends depending on the left. The body 
toilette was rendered more compact by an outer girth- 
ing of cartridge-box and belt, European- shaped, but 
home-made, of black leather, adorned with cowries ; 
or of bandoleers, containing in separate compartments 
twelve to sixteen wooden gunpowder boxes, like 
cases for laoifer matches. The bullet-bag, with a few 
iron balls, hung by a shoulder-strap to the dexter 

Tengeanoe, The History tella na that the poopie of "Wemey," a petty 
Tillage neu " Focto HoTO," th&t ooold perhaps muster one to erery 
hundred Dahoman warriors, sent a challenge to one of the greatest of 
the kings, tlireatening, if cot attaoked, to march on. Agbome. The 
king returned, as usual, an irouioal answer, saying that he would aooK 
dispatoh hia Gaa with guns, powder, and iron, (lead being hero nn- 
known), for the use of his brave foe ; attaoked the place, which he 
found unprepared, and " broke " it without the people making aji effort 
at self-defence. So in 1728, QoTemorTesteBole,-o[ Whydah, exasper&ted 
by the insolence of the Dahomau traders, whipped one of their principal 
men at the flag-post, and said that he would serve the King (Agqa) in 
the tame manner, if he cooZd. That governor was, of coarse, mnrdeied. 
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side, and was preserved in position by being passed 
xmder the cartridge-belt All had knives, or short Da- 
homan falchions/ in shape not unlike, though smaller 
than, tiiat most fetal — to the wearer — of all weapons, 
the old French briquet. The firelock, a good solid 
Tower-marked article,! was guarded by sundry charma, 
and protected from damp by a case of black monkey- 
skin tightly clasping the breeching, and opening to the 
rear. Kany had long tassels dangling from the barrels. 
The only other peculiarity in the court was a row of 
three large calabashes, ranged on the ground before 
and a little to the left of royalty. Tliey contain the 
calvariie of the three chief amongst forty kings, or petty 



* Curious to iftj, whilst maaj of the eeotral Afrioan tribes ore adepts 
at smelting' iron, it is an art unknoirn to the rade Dahoman ; although 
the material abounds in the northern oountrj', they import it from 
Europe, The bkde is but slightly curved, one edged, and pooriy 
tempered, about sixteen inchea long', and 1'50 inch at the broadest part, 
which 13 the half nearer the point. The hilt or handle is only three 
inches long, and, like tliat of Ahyasinin, too short for a good grip ; it is 
of brass or other metal, of wood, ribbed or plain, covered with 
shagreen. Sometimes there is a. single bar, as in the briquet, to guard 
the hand, and there is usually a brass knob for pommel. The soabbaid 
is of black leather, with ferule of brass or white metal at the tip, a 
brood band at the top, and one or two round the centre ; in some 
teabbanJa almost aU. the leather is ooaoeoled. The prioe Tories from 
1 dol, SOo. to 2 dola. : the silTer-monnted fetoh 8 dols. 

t In Gezo's time the troops had mostly " long Danes," op " buccaneer 
gnns."— Mr. Duncan, toI. i, p. 240. 
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headmea, said to have been destroyed by Gelele ; and 
they are rarely absent from the royal levees. A Euro- 
pean would imagme these relics to be treated with 
mockery ; whereas the contraiy is the case. So the 
King Sinmenkpen (Adahoonzou II.), after unwrap- 
ping an enemy's cranium, said to Mr. Norris, " If I 
should fall into hostile hands, I should wish to be 
treated witli that decency of which I set the example." 
The first skull was that of Akia'on, chief of Attako 
(Taccow), near "Porto Novo," which was destroyed 
about three years ago. Beautifully white and polished, 
it is mounted in a ship or galley of thin brass about a 
foot long, with two masts, and jibboom, rattlings, anchor, 
and four portholes on each side, one pair being in the 
raised quarter deck. When King Gezo died his suc- 
cessor received a message from this chieC that all men 
were now truly joyful, that the sea had dried up, and 
that the world had seen the bottom of Dahome. Gelele 
rejoined by slaying him, and by mounting his skull 
in a ship, meaning that there is still water enough to 
float the kingdom, and that if the father is dead the 
son is alive. The second cranium, which also was well 
boiled, and which, like the rest, wanted the lower jaw,* 

* The lower janlioiie ib aoTeted as an omament for umbrellas, sword- 
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was that of Bakofco of Ishagga. It was crossed at right 
angles by four bars of bright brass ; a thin mask of 
the same metal, rudely marked with eyes and unraised 
nose, gave it a monkey-like appearance. On the poll, 
and where the bars met, was a brass bowl with a tip 
like a calabash stalk, by which the upper half could be 
raised, to serve as a drinking-cup ; this, when viewed 
in front, looked somewhat like a Phrygian cap, or a 
knightly helmet During Gelele's attack upon Abeo- 
kuta, in 1851, the people of Ishagga behaved "with 
consummate treachery, which eleven years afterwards 
was terribly punished by the present ruler. Bakoko 
was put to death, and as a sign that he ought to have 
given water to a friend in affliction, men now drink 
from his recreant head. The third calvaria, also washed, 
was that of Flado, an Abeokutan general, sent to the aid 
of the Ishaggas. Along the ridge crown of the head 
ran a broad leaf in brass, to which was attached a thick 
copper wire and a chain which can raise it from its 
base ; the latter is an imitation in brass of a country- 
trap ; whilst a small white flag and cloth are wound 



handles, and other snoh pnrpoMB. It U taken with horrible OToelty : 
the mnBolea at each ramiu are severed with a knife, and the jaw is 

torn ont with the left hand &oin the yet living yictinh 
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round the stout vire;. This showed that Tlado &U into 
Ike jttt which he dog for another.* 

Whilst the aoldi^ of jnc^ed women danced sad 
sang, the deputation <£ four MoBlgmB was brought in 
hy the Min-gan. The captfuns -who had diarge of them 
prostrated themelres npon the clay, not the s&Bd-tringf 
nearer the throne, and shovelled it up by bandfuls over 
thwr Itcads and arms, showing that they were of lower 
rank than the ministerB. This is the ceremonial which 
every writer upon Dahoman subjects finds bo degrad- 
ing, and with which the trareller meets in almcst all 
semi-barbaroos sodeties, especially in negro andnegr^d 
IJi^domB, smce the days of Leo AMcaaus. Hie Itte 
4'ai, or " lying on ground,** is a strictly scriptural proe- 
tration,! and it coTTeBpondswith the ^'nhashtaoga" of t^e 



* Qeio hai also his three &TDiiiite Bkulle (Mr. Dnnooii, vol. i.,p< 2iS}. 
That ttftveller, after seeing 2000 to 3000 crania, remarked that " WTeml 
wen deficfient-ef any aature aeroaa fhe upper put," in the jnpoitinL td 
1 ; 12, vhilBt those without loDgitndinal division were as 1 : 27. He also 
fonikd tbe Makhi oraoia receding from, the nasal bone, or lower port of 
the fbrahead, to the ti>p in a greater angle than those of any other 
coimtT;. 

^ Tbb loose white sand ia brought from Diddo, a watsr to tiie nurtii- 
vest of Agbome : it is quite as cleanly as the powder and other stuff 
won^bj oar grandsiies. 

7 See the oases of David aitd Abigail falling e;t his feet (1 fiBm.-^ET. 
23); Meplubosbeth <2 Sam. ix. 6) falls on Ida &oe and "dssi ra- 
verence ; " Absolom (Ibid. ziv. 83) bows himself on his face to the 
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HindiB, and with the Chinese "kow-tow." At ihe <ourfc 
of the iJazembe in South-Eastem Africa, and in the 
equatorial liogdom of Uganda, it is practised exactly as 
in Dahome. Jin the Congo regions, prostration is made, 
the eairth is kissed, and ^ust is strewed over .the fore- 
head and arms, befooe every petty Banza or village 
chief. According to Barhot (1700), the interpretw of 
the " Eing of Zair," probably Boma, vulgarly Eua- 
bcHxtma, after mbbing his bands and face in the 
dnst, " took one of the royal feet in his hands, spat oa 
the sole thereof and licked it with his tongue." It is 
doubtless the origin of ~" sijdah " Amongst Moslems, 
who hold a dusty forehead to be mubarak, or of good 
omen ; and the Shieh heresy rests the prostrated brew 
upon small 'flat cakes of the earth of Eerbela, much 
renowned for martyrs. The Mabommedans of Senegal 
have also learned to throw sand or earth with both 
hands ovBr their own heads. . Ibu Batuta has described 
the 'v^lowing and dusting of the older Nigrotic Courts. 
Johscm remarked the same at Tenda, Clapperton at 
Oyo, and Denham amongst the " Musgows." 

gioimd liefote tiie king ; fifttli-Blieba(l Kings i. 16 — 31} " bowed and did 
obeuance." But Ht. Donoan [toL !. p. 221) wbm " maoh aurprJMd as 
veil m diagtutsd with anoh abBonKtbjeot humiliation." He apparent!; 

knew more of tlie bridooa than of the Bible. 
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The fact is, that salutations are of three kinds over 
all the world, either a movement of the saluter's body, 
or touching some part of the salutee's person, or, lastly, 
adding to or taking from the dress. Here the cere- 
mony typifies the state of society. There is, in Da- 
home, absolutely no rank between the king and the 
servile ; so complete is the despotism that, as in Japan,* 
unlawful wounding would be punished, not for injuring 
a member of society, but for doing harm to the king's 
slave. All being equally nothing in the royal presence, 
they there must behave accordingly ; but when outside 
the palace, these high potentates expect the commonalty 
to kneel, to kiss the ground, and to clap hands before 
them, as if they were kings. 

The full salutation of men and .women, which I shall 
call "making obeisance," consists of two actions. The 
first is the " Itte d'ai," or prostration, — the Doballe of 
the Egbas, or Abeokutans. The saluter falls prone with 
his head, if a grandee, in the white sand ; he rubs the 
forehead on the ground, touches earth with both cheeks, 
and kisses it, taking particular care that as much as 

* In Japan, vhere tha monl senH of the people ia more bighlf 
dereloped bf despotiam, Bach ontting and maiming beoomes woanding; 
the kii^, or regicide. 
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possible may adhere to hia vasty lips, and often rubbing 
the dust orer his face with the right hand ; he now claps 
hands, Uiree sets of clappings being the normal number, 
and if more than one be doing it at once, the cue is 
given and admirable time is kept. Then he performs 
ko-dide,* pouring the sand or earth by handfuls over 
his scalp or hair, -where it sticks for a long time. There 
is no fixed number of shovellings ; the more plentifully 
the fine garments are sand-bathed the more humility 
is displayed. I cannot however, like others, consider 
the practice wholly uncleanly ; at any rate it promotes 
eleanlinesS} by rendering ablution necessary on return 
home. After the arms have been as well dusted as the 
bead, face, and raiment, kneeling and hp-rubbing con- 
clude the ceremony. 

There are many minor modifications, or rather parts 
of obeisance, which I shall call " saluting." These 
are actions accompanying the return of thanks for an 
address by the King, or when it is deemed right to 
address royalty. 

The highest officers lie before the King in the posi- 
tion of Romans upon the triclinium. At times they roll 

* £o <etutb), and dide (take upl shoTel !). 
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over npon tlieir bellies, or relieve tlumBelvea hy atand- 
iog " OD all fottra." When approacliiag rojaltj ther 
diber cravl like snakes, or shuffle fonvard on their 
kneea. During the leree they must raaae frequent cries 
«f "Akhom li akhosa!" literally, "Ring fdl (t.e., of 
all) Kings!" asA "Akhosti te te &.'"-—" Small, small 
Kings I " meaning that before this mighty " Cham." all 
othev monarchs are hoya. The meaaengereas, when sum- 
moning a subject to the presence, aaya, " Se iro we ! " — ; 
"The Se, or ^irit,* requires you!" "When the King 
has spoken, all exclaim " Se do Nugho ! " — " the ^irit 
apeaketh true!" to which some add, " moen de!" — 
" So it ia ! " an historical phrase often preceded by 
" n^boe f " — " It is true ! " 

From these appearances a stranger, like Dr. M'Leody 
is apt to conclude that the Bahoman king represents, 
like the Shahanshahs of ancient Pei^ a kind of God 
up(m earth, and that he can dally aet out, wkeoever he 
is " 1' the vein," even with the proudest in his dominiem^ 
Henry the Fifth's " You are a liar ! " wkh the speedy, 
conclusion, " By my head thou »halt lose thy head I " 
Tlus is &x from being the case,, as the more obserring 

* Por ftu explanation of Se, see Chapter XTII. The King is oalled a 
Bpirit, as having power of life and death. 
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ianoK trayellera well knew.* The ministers, t war 
captains, and fetisheers may be, and ofien are, indi- 
Tsdaollj punished bj the King : colleetiTely they are 
too strong for him, and without their cordial eo-opera- 
tion he would ^oon cease to reign. And this apparently 
perfect subjection of the inferior to the anperior runs 
through every grade of Dahc^ian society. The " ^rtj»- 
pong, or common scoondrel blacks," as the old writer 
calle them, kned and dap hands before the patrician, 
as if the latter were their proprietor ; they listen to 
every order with religious attention, and afterwards 
they obey it or not exactly as they please. | Except 
in the ease of serf^ slaves, and captives, there is 
throughout Dahome, and I may say A&ica, mMe of 
Teal hberty and equahty — I will not add fraternity — 
than in any other quarter of the globe, and the foesence 
of the servile readers the fireemen only freer and more 
eqaaL 

• Bo CaptBia Philipa (1694) jTutlj remmka of the Emg of Whjdah: 
" Thoogh hia oappasheira (oftboaeea) ihayt him bo maoli lespeot, ht 
dare not do anything hut what they please,"' 

f Some exoept the Mia-gau and Ueu, wEiioh, however, is not ooriect. 

( Baibot well bits off this trait. " Thoagh the Whjdahi," he 
obserrei, " tremble with awe at a word from the king, as Mwa aa ha 
has tamed his back they seem to forget their great feu of him ; and 
not mnoh i^ard his oommands, as yexj well knowing how to sppeMO 
and delude ^™ by their lies." 
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The Moslems of the " Porto Novo " deputation re- 
sembled Bambarra men ; one, however, -was iair as an 
Arab. They wore ■white turbans over tall red caps, 
large broad trousers, and the " Guinea fowl " em- 
broidered robe of Yoruba. Behind them sat their 
band, four co-rehgionists, in white calottes and meaner 
robes. The only instnunents were tom-toms. There 
were also a few Kafirs, or pagans, that seemed attached, 
probably as carriers, to the party. These men had 
been sent by the Eling's brother, of "Porto Novo," 
about which there was much excitement, to the great 
disfavour of the French Protectorate. 

Whilst the Min-gan who presented these men " made 
obeisance," the Moslems sat gravely on the clay-ground, 
at a distance from the King. Then one of the AIu&,* 
with hands upraised in the prayer position, recited by 
heart long, fluent orisons, concluded, as usual, by draw- 
ing the palms down the face. The introducer, who sat 
with his back to the King, imitated every gesture of 
the visitor. Although tiie Moslem countenance ex- 

* A1Qf&, prob&bly a. oormptioii of Arif, ie the Egba word for a 
Hull&h, a Moslem, theologiui. ImUe in. Egba, and Milennn in Ffon, 
both probably ooRopUd from ]tlua]lUa,ineuutbeoommoDHoslflm. Henoo 
Bome of OUT older sotliora bronght tbe SCi^yi to Dahome.— 6ee Hutory, 
p. 48, note ngn«d " J. F." 
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pressed some awe at the apparatus in the palace, it 
well maintained before this heathenry the dignity of the 
Safe Faith. 

Finally the Dakro woman at the foot of the throne 
brought in due form a welcome &om the King to 
Ilia brother's envoys. The heathen again powdered 
themselres with dust, and the Moslems bent towards 
the ground. This was a signal to the female attend- 
ants, who, after a startling clash and clang of cymbals, 
neckbells, and rattles, presented arms a la Dahome, — 
the guns being raised in the air. The mixed company 
of beauties performed sundry dances. Presents and 
drink, in sign of dismissal, were sent to the deputation ; 
the Moslems took the water, the Kafirs two flasks of 
rum, whilst two baskets (=20 heads, or X2) of cowries 
and five baskets of food were served out to the whole 
party. The gift was received by the heathenry crouch- 
ing on the ground, and uttering a curious noise, likest 
to feUne purring, whilst the True Believers again prayed 
for the King. The deputation was presently conducted 
to the palace-gate by their introducers, who bent, as is 
ciwtomary when leaving the presence, almost double, 
and went oflf at a hurried pace. It was then brought 
back, and the royal presents were placed upon the 
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eiiToys* heads, only the four turbans being exempt. 
Salutes were again exchanged, and the Toito Kovians 
finally left the Palace Yard. 

The mixed company danced once more, and this 
time ft waa joined by a dozen razor women, who, deMing 
past the King firom the she Men's to the Mm-gan'a side, 
took their stations near the throne. These Ny^ple- 
hen-to*" seemed the largest and strongest wuneu 
present, and they held their weapons upwards in the 
air like standards, with a menacing air and gestmre. 
The Ii^de is about eighteen inches long, and is ^laped 
exactly like a European razor ; it closes into a wooden 
handle about two feet in length, and, though kef^ in 
position Ijj strong springs, it must be, I shoold think, 
quite as dangerous to the owner as to the enemy. 
These portable guillotines were invented by a iK^ther 
of the late King Grezo, and the terror which thej in- 
spire may render them useful. 

At the end of the dance, Ji-bi-whe-trai,t aeting 



f, Bjekpls (the mspen itMlf)^ lien (hold), to (om tlutt item). 
Franch traTellen call them " Les faoohetueH." 

t ifi (skyji hi (all), whe (ann), ton (helonpng to], i. &., "bH the sky 
briin^ b> the mm." The conuiiBiiduij^ offlocreia ia Danh-ji'Imn-to, 
meming, the TEtisbow is the captain or governor of {vis., goes roimd 
tta Bkf ; tiuit i« t» U7, t^ King of DahoMie rales the (IJaak) mdd. 
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capbdiTMs of the Beauty Companj, came forwards 
■mtk ^ ufiual afiected military sfragger, not without a 
suspicion of a dance. She is, or was, a fine tall woman, 
with: glittering teeth, and a not unpleasant expression 
when her features are at rest. She addressed a violent 
speech to && male Min-gan, who repeated it aloud ta 
the K i ng, with whom it found favour. Ending with 
cntting .off the head of an imaginary corpse upon the 
graund, she retired to her command. Presently, for 
the wtemthes loquen^ was upon her, she again advanced, 
and i^ke with even more gesticulation than, before. 
" Thiw they would treat Abeokuta ! " The sentiment 
elicited immense applause.. 

Fc^owed chorus, solo, and various decapitation 
danffliags of the mixed company, the weapons being, 
as usual, grounded, the war-club seized, and the 
shoulder-blades and posteriors being agitated to excess. 
Evrai the performances of these figurantes, the cream 
<£ the royal ballet, are not to be admired. They 
Stand moat ungracefully — the legs, which are somewhat 
i^^t for the body, being wide apart, and the toes 
certainly turned in and probably up. When the 

Hr. IWuan'i " Df^brweka," vol. L p. 231, secma to be a eoofnsioa 
between the two. 
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exercise ended, the razor and chopper women * bran- 
dished their weapons, and all the line advancing, 
" presented " with upraised muskets. 

At the Dahomaa Court, curious to say in Africa, 
women take precedence of men; yet, with truly 
Hamitic contradictiousuess, the warrioresses say, "We 
are no longer females but males ; " and a soldier dis- 
gracing himself is called, in insult, a woman. It is 
clear, therefore, that they owe their dignity to the 
fiction of bemg royal wives. Wherever a she-soldiery 
is, celibacy must be one of its rules, or the troops will 
be in a state of chronic functional disorder between the 
ages of fifteen and thirty-five. 

After the Amazons, all the male caboceers, taking 
choppers and peculiar bill-hook-like blades, f some iron, 
others silver, danced tumultuoiisly before the King, to 

* The chopper is called an&nnii (confiuion, or badness], yii (deing}, 
and hwiBU (knife- sword, or dagger) ; meaning, the " cutting badlyknife." 
Strangers call it the bine-knife. It is a top-heavy blade four spans 
long, bloff and broadening to one palm at the end like the old Torkiah 
&lchion, and narrowing to two fingers at the hUt. The form is by no 
means so exaggerated aa the wonderful ohopping-knives of the Gold 
Coast. Down the centre runs ft broad line,'depressed and not polialted 
like the back and edge. Thete knives, being royal gifts, may not be 
boQght. 

t Many of these end in a cirole whose diameter is twice the breadth 
of the blade ; sometimes the suifaoe is worked and pierced like fish- 
elicers. The bill appears to be ornamental, not nsefol. 
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the general song of the women on the right of the 
throne. Even the tottering Men, who leaned upon 
a tomahawk long enough to act as a staff, joined in the 
movement. Presently Gelele sent a message to the 
Gau, declaring that this year Aheokuta must he taken ; 
the tall old man, standing up with a military air, swore 
that it certainly should fall, and the oath was repeated 
by his surly-looking junior the Po-su. 

The King then addressed me through the Men and 
Mr. Beecham, to the effect that this year Abeokuta must 
be as a mouse before the cat ; he also invited me to 
accompany him to sit behind the army and to see the 
sport. I replied that " TJnderstone " had long ceased 
friendship with the white man. A little pleasantry 
ensued touching it not being our English habit to hang 
back when aught is doing; and the King taking all in 
excellent part, we stood up bareheaded, and waved 
four salutations. 

Among the remarkabilia of the scene was AdaU'* 
men-nun-kon,* right-hand Commander of the Blue 



* Among the Dohomons ore many mystie nHmea, like Joahaa, laa, 
nod others. These ue taoatly of the Bo-fetish, a war medioine which 
|)reventa woimda (Chap. XI.}. The words mean, adan (brave), mea 
(omd), nnn (side, face), kon (npoo). The title is explained in two 
ways. " I tun brave upon another man's side," i. «., to tske him 
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Guards, and a fine qiectmeii of *' MonHieor Parolles " in 
black. This man of loyal appellatioa is a taU, lexi, 
800tf-fiw:ed fellow, witb a large, vhitiBb, and big-^tas- 
selled night-cap decorating his "head, a pink pagne, aad 
a baldric adorned with cowriee. EiBing like -k warrier, 
with carbine and tomahawk, he assured me, in &e 
midst of load screams and Tiolent gesticulations, that 
at *Gba * even the unbom child most perish ; and he 
strove to look as if he were doing it to deatL His 
" brother " Zodome, acting for Chabi, the left-hand 
Commander of the Blues, confirmed the idea. The 
Voice from tte Throne added, as is the habit, taaoj 
an illustration of the speeches, concluding with die 
declaration that the Abeokutans must not only be be- 
headed, their bodies must also be cut to pieces. 

There appeared two silver-homed fetish chieft, of 
the Blue Company, who in the hour of battle personally 

priaouer; or, "homever brare nations are, the king U the buTest 
of all." 

* Ihi* is the Yoraban w<nd Egba ; in Floa it meaiu " bteak." In 
Dohome the lilgbft race, from La^ to Abeokuta, is called Anago at 
Whjdah, and Kago at Agbome. J. ¥., the anuotator of the Hiabny, 
tays, " Of the Nago oountry nothing more ia known than the name." 
The word has been greatly ootmpted by old trarellen : it is, however, 
extensively used in Brazil. 

On the othcx hand, the Nago people call the Ffona, or Dahomana, 
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attend upon the King. " Awafanfin," vlmb. was 
tranelated to me, " A fetish giuds for Abeokuta," 'drew 
his knife, and declared tlmt with the blade, not with a 
gim, he wonld attack the craveos who lurked behisd 
their walls. The Xing cordially echoed this ; and added 
that eren if in England I should hear of his destmctiTe 
deeds. His right-hand, or superior colleague, a good- 
lookiQg youth, called Hneagada, a " King-Bo-fetish 
, name" (interpreted to mean, "When the spindle tuina 
cotton, it must become thread"), then stood i]{l' He 
in^MTued me, * The forest tree is strong with root -and 
cordage, and is he^ry with trunk and branch, whilst 
the wind is thin, and cannot be seen ; but the gale lays 
low the k^est of tlw green wood ; and Dahcme is 
that wind, whilst Abeokuta is that tree." This senti- 
ment was also explained by the King. The speakers 
kissed the ground, and rubbed earth upon their brows : 
ihga the (^lUB of captains sang — - 

When we go to war ve maBt slsj man, 
And BO muet Abeo^nta be destroyed. 

The mixed company was now greatly increased by 
women, who had defiled in single line before the throne. 
There were bayoneteeresses, with blue doth tunics 
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and a white patch on the shoulder, 'white fillets like 
those of the men, sashes to match supporting their 
swords, and variously-coloured p^;nes. The blunder- 
buss women, who were, like the former, sitting under 
the she Min-gan, distinguished themselres by scarlet 
woollen nightcaps. After they had danced and sung, 
their captainess, Ji-bi-whe-ton, advanced, and said that 
they would fire a salute for their old commander. 
With some difficulty two sides of a square were formed, 
fronting the south and west. The maaceuvres con- 
sisted of an individual sallying out like the Arab 
" Mubariz," delivering her fire, and retiring to the 
ranks. All ra^ed their weapons steadily, with left arms 
extended, and fired from the shoulders, not from the 
iiipa as the men do to avoid the kick ; they returned 
with a kind of caper, and they did not flinch after 
the fashion of the Dahoman soldiers. The bayonet 
women, after firing, extended a single very gaudie 
thrust. The blunderbuss soldieresses grounded the 
butts of their heavy weapons, and discharged them at 
an angle of 45 deg. After several rounds they again 
chanted : 

We like not to heat tbut Abeokata Uvei; 
Bnt aoon ne BhuU see it fall. 
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This was followed by the usual dauce and chorus which 
concluded with a " present " of uplifted weapons. 

When the sua had set, a Dakro hrought "as direc- 
tions to advance and hid adieu to the King, whilst 
sundry flasks ajid decanters of 'tafia and other liquors 
were distributed in token of dismissal. Approaching 
the throne, wd nmde the usual " complinients." Gelele, 
wrapping his robe around him, descended from, the 
e^rade, donned his sandals, and, attended by his 
umbrella and a large crowd of the Kan-gbo-de's huis- 
siers bearing lights and links, stalked forth towards the 
palace-yard gate, with a right kingly stride. Every 
inequality of ground was smoothed, every stick or 
stone was pointed out, irith finger snappings, lest it 
might offend tiie royal toe, and a running accompani- 
ment of " Dadda ! Dadda ! " (Grandfather I Grand- 
fethef !)and of "Dedde! Deddel"* (Softly I SofUy!) 
was kept up. Passing out of the gate, we found a 
swarming of negroes, whose hum during the whole audi- 
ence had been heard inside the palace. They buzzed 
about like excited hornets. I know not if the manceuvro 
was done purposely to exaggerate the semblance of a 
multitude, but I can answer that it was a success. 

* Del henmeuiB "softlj," ai "Bleo" is used on the Qold Coatt. 
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Tbe King accompanied us to some distance outside 
tlie palace — a compHment first paid to Commodore 
Wilmot.* His miniaters were around him, and the 
Men placed in my handa, acceding to andent cnstom,-f 
a haodfol of potsherd \Ats, showing tbe Bumber of 
return gons expected at Whjdah. ' Preceded hj the 
Terogan, we made fra* the Snglish house. The road 
was crowded with ietkh women, marchmg in foil 
dress and single file to a queer song. Axrired at our 
destination, we gave liquor to the whole tail, and we 
were happy when we found ourselvra in comparatrre 
solitude. 

From the above description it is evident that the 
Bahoman possesses, to some extent, tiie ceremonial 
faculty. On nich occasions the pageantry of African 
Courts is to be compared with that of Karope, propor- 
titmately with the national state of progress. Bat it 
is evidently tbe result of kmg and studious practice. 
Everytliing goes by dockwork ; &e most intricate 
etiquette proceeds without bait or mistake ; and it even 
superadds the element Terror^ whose absence in. dvi-'. 

* King Qezo oooompatried Mr. DaBcan almost to hi* dwvllins. 

t In th* Bittoty (p. 124), Mr. Ifonu, after Wiag- salated, Ira* ihowa, 
fifteen pebblei in a. smali calabasti, whioh he "reoolieoted was the 
anmber of gona that were fired on tbe preceding ereniag." 
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Used countries often converts ceremonial to a some- 
thing silly. As, however, the reader has been warned, 
he has seen the best. The outside displays are 
■wretched. Misery mixes with magnificence, ragged 
beggars and naked boys jostle jewelled chiefs and 
velvet-clad Amazons ; .whilst the real negro grotesque- 
ness, like bad perspective, injures the whole picture. 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE UABCH TO AOBOUE. 

The King was detained at Kaha, as -vie were afler- 
wards informed, by Bundry cases affecting human life. 
Not less than 150 " Amazons " were found to be preg- 
nant — BO difficult is chastity in the Tropics. They 
confessed, and they were brought to [trial with their 
paramours.* The King has abolished the "Brehon 
judges " established by his fiither : the malversation of 
these "justices in eyre" rendered reference to them 
like " going," as the old traveller has it, " to the Deyil 
for redress." He now investigates each case personally, 
often sitting in judgment till midnight, and rising 
before dawn on the next day ; moreover, every crimi- 
nal has a right of personal appeal to him,f The crime 

* We reftd tbst ia tbe rei^ of Binmenkpen (Ad&hootisoB II.), a 
female eoDipiraoy in the paluw oatued the lale of 150 men from the 
TillagM near Eana, for dithoaonriiig the £iag. Their innooenM wu 
•ot discoverod till too Uto. 

t Ur. Danoau wdb prewnt at two of these appealt (toL i, p. 2(9), 
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■was lese-maJestS rather than simple advowtry ; all 
the soldieresses being, I have said, royal wives. Eight 
men were condemned to death, and will probably be 
executed at the Customs. The majority were punished 
either by imprisonment or by a banishment to distant 
villages, under pain of death if they revisit the capital, 
and some were pardoned.* The partners of their guilt 
vrere similarly treated. Female criminals are executed 
by officers of their own sex, ■within the palace walls, 
not in the presence of men. Dahome is therefore in 
one point more civilised than Great Britain, where they 
still, wondrous to relate, "hang away" even women, 
and in public. 

In the afternoon of Sunday, December 20th, we 
eflfected a departure from the English house. Sundry 
boxes were left behind, owing to the desertion of the 
carriers, who are feat learning bad habits: yesterday 
they stole an enamelled iron cup. The Court beiijg at 



* This leniency and amenity of diEcipline farm a ourioos contrast 
with the horribly barbarouB puniahmentsirbich, aaooTding t« Bosmaa 
andBorbot followed such an offence two and a half centuries ago. In 1845 
Hr. Doncaa was informed tbat the victims at the Kana. saarifioe " had 
been guilty of adulteroiiB iDteroonxse with one of the King's wires, 
in oonseqoenee of which they were sentenced to be put to death by 
being lieaten witli olubs, end after death mutilated" (toI. i. p. 220). 
The object of the mutilation is here, I believe, wrongly stated. 
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Eana, bell-women were a nuisance on tlie road ; at 
every five minutes the hammock-meti huddled us into 
the bush. ArriTed at the Akoreha, or eastern laark^ 
place, we sat down near the Boko-no's house, awaiting 
big oscort Here fetish womw crowded upon ns, 
clapping palms for a present. Thej were easiiy dis- 
persed bj their likenesses being sketched. 

Already the sun began to cool,* though the sky was 
still all ablaze with golden glory. After half aa. hour's 
delay, the old Buko-no came up, leaning cm the Bo- 
kpo,t or crutch stafi*, which wards off the evils of the 
■way. Presently we remounted hammocks, and be, by 
means of a chair, chmbed upon the back of his little 
6id^ — a mare followed by a foal. The f^m'T^wlR here 
are not larger than Shetland ponies, but they are gene- 
rally, as is tbe Maharattar-land " tattoo," shaped like 
stonted horses, showing the remains of good Uood 
They hare fine noses, well-opened eyes, and ahaip ears. 
As in Yoruba generally, the tits are excessively vidooa, 



* lb. DvneuL twioe aoMrtt (toL u. pp. 260, 268), tiiat "fl k a 
eoatom n Dehanuy fgr all Bttangen of note Tisitiiig that o^Aal io 
anire and depart aa nearlj aa pofiaUde when the ann ia at its nendiaa." 
The praetioe u nov obaolete. 

t luteroUy a Bo-gtaS It is known by a litle petUooat called "Avo," 
or oloth, bound on helow the orntoh, and oonoealing Uu " f^'w nf, 
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and if approached by a stranger, they friH fly at him 
with a scream. This Is doubtleHi owing to t^ hm- 
tality of theu" negro groomB. Thej are, 'when i&oanted, 
inTariably led, like donkeya, by a halter — ^the bridle, 
like the stirrup, being vnkao'vm. The little jadot are 
almost hid in the looal saddle, enormous housings of 
\AxK cloth, padded, quilted, and worked outaide wiUi 
white thread, while huge curtain. tasB^ depend to their 
knees. As a rule, the rid» is lifted on and off by his 
skvea. Whikt on horseback he passes his arm round 
the neck of a man walkiog by his side, and his wiust is 
suj^rted by the same attendant's near arm.^ 

Tilie Buto-no was habited in the usual " Chokoto" lyr 
little draw^fB, with a long Ehirt about his body, and a 
blaek-ribhcmed Paoaina hat. His escort of thirty-^hree 
retainers was that of a Bahomau noble on a jonniey, 
and the conuacn people on the road knelt and clapped 
palms as lie paimed. He was preceded by nine 
musketeers, who danced and sang the whole way with 
unw««ried energy. His fetiah stick was carried before 
him in a cahco Stui by a man in a loDg white -cap like 



* So £i«g iSrtMo told off -tw» atimAmdt to Iwld Mr. Diman. iht 

LifeguardBinaD, on liis horse, and was muoh aniprised bj a trot and « 
gallop. 
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the extinguisher-shaped nightgear of our ancestors. 
The Buko-no rode under the shade of a large white 
umbrella, and was closely followed by his axe man, ■who 
gave orders as one haying authority. The train was 
brought up by the band, chiefly boys, with three 
drums, a couple of tom-toms, two single cymbals, and a 
pair of gourd rattles : they kept up a loud horrid noise 
throughout the march. About a dozen carriers were 
scattered about the cortSge bearing a pipe and tobacco 
bag, a Gold Coast chair, a footstool and calabashes, and 
bundles of clothes and matting. 

Prom Kana to Agbome all is historic ground, and 
the land is emphatically the garden of Bahome, 
showing a wondrous soft and pleasant aspect. The 
soil is sandy, with the usual pebbles overlying red and 
yellow clays, and where grass is not, the surfece is a 
succession of palm orchards and grain fields belonging 
to the King and his ministers. Many of the trees are 
pollarded as in Tenerifie, by removing the tops and 
branches to thicken the shade j these are mostly 
observed round the Sequent villages that stud the &ir 
champaign. The road, six or seven miles long, 
separating the two capitals may compare with the 
broadest in England, and although to the eye it spans 
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a plain, there is an imperceptible rise of about 694 feet, 
whifili extricates ua from lowland Africa, For the 
convenience of the royal carriages it is carefully kept 
clear of grass, which would obliterate it in two months, 
yet the Africans, acciistomed to nothing but Indian file, 
wear single paths in it like sheep tracks. It is a study 
of the national character to see each following hia 
neighbour in goose line down a road upon which four 
coaches could be driyen abreast.* 

After a few yards we dismounted at a spot where 
a log placed transvereely on the ground diowed us the 
Kana 'gbo-nun,t or Kana Gate. It had the usual 
surrouadings of fetish sheds and spaces cleared for 
worship, and all the natives when stepping over it 



* In the " Afrioan Times," an ignoble sheet, whioh, I sbonld hardly 
toy "if penniasioo," oonstitateB itself the organ of the African Aid 
Booietf of London, there has appeared for many an issoe an adTertiae- 
nunt headed " Ag:Dapem Hotmtain Boad," and sending roond the hat 
in the usual style. This ia no bad way to oonx the British gold oat of 
the British breeches-pooket. But beyond that nothing. 6aoh a road, 
onoe made, would be buried ia -vegetation after a few months, unless 
kept dear at a great ezpeDse. Secondly, like that of Eaue, it would 
be out np into paths : the negro has no shoes, oonsequeotly he nuHt 
tread, dapite all our endearouis, on a place softened by those who 
precede liim. 

t Agbo (town-gate, or enceinte with wall and ditch), and uun (aide, 
or month). A house-gate ia called hon-to, from boa (a door), and if 
lai^, hon-to'gbo (big gate). 
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removed th«ir caps. The next namee were *" Paiti* so 
called from.axi ancient chieftain ^ain by Kiag Dak^ and 
"Ekpwento" a "Bo" name — both holy places, wtt.h 
barriers of the ThmidM- Fetish shrub stretcMng nearly 
Across the road. Afiber haJf an hour we pasaed on &.0 
left Legba 'si-gon,* a clearing with many dwarf thatebes 
where the Legba-priesfc comes forth and prays for the 
Xing and for the largesse of white TiBitm^. A few 
yards further, and to the ri^t of the road, wa« a 
oompound, lowing cmly the tops of conical huts; this 
is the Bweme, or country palace of Ihe Agasttn-no,t 
here the Archbiehop of Canterbury, who ranks at 
Agbome next to the King. Rapidly we pasaed tiie 
followmg intereeting sites; — Br4-Todun, the fetJA of 
the " Bru " (blue) or English Company ; Arima, a fetish 
of the same corps ; Aizan 1i, the road of Ai2an4! a holy 
place for the 'Mman or Gezo's Mad Company ; Bag^di- 
Samun, so called from an old king of Adan-we ; the 
Adan-gbno-ten,§ where the King halts when going from 



* L^ba (the Dahomon Friapng), si for asi (n wife, t. e., tyifyKy), 
aoi gem (a plaoe). 

+ For an eiplanatioR of Agasun, see Chapter XVII. No ia *' maOiBr," 
tiie HM of wfaiob woid has lieem before notioed. 

Z For an explanation of Aizan, see Chapter XV IL 

§ Adan (biave), gbno (swear), ten (plaoe). Otbera pnnmnnoe &• 
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Agbome to Kana ; and the Arrdkete Lokoli, ca* road cS 
Avrekete * Loko tree. They are clean spaces, a.&rraad. 
with potH, stkiks, Sags, and tents : many of them hare 
circlets of the Thund^ Feti^ ^rub often sorroundnig 
a taller tree, and the latter is usually a giant B<anbu:, 
■with iiie Azan or fetish-fringe round the trra^if 

About an hour of slow marching brought us to tiw 
Adan-wB Palace4 It Hes on the right of the road, x 
heap of matting half buried in trees. AoMmKng to 
the people.it was built by Tegbwesun {1727-1771} 
and tbe King still sleeps iere when he leayes Agbome 
in the erening for Kana. Around it, but especially to 
the north, is the cradle of the Dahoman empire, the 
classic Uhwawe, corrupted into Dawhee by Mr. Norris, 
who caEs it "the ancient residence of the rei 
family, and the capital of their little territory 1 
they emerged from their original obscurity."^ The 
" Awawe people," thoi^ long subjects of the empire^ 
still preserve, like the Agoni and others, their old name. 

word Adan-blon-noteD, and explain it, Adan (brnTe], blon (swear), and 

* For an explanation of Anekete, see Chapter XTU. 
^ Tor as explanation of this term, aee Chapter IT. 
} Sud to mean Adan (braTe), and we (white). Mr. Donoaa (-nA. i. 
p. 216) obUb it ** Adairie, three miles and a half from Can 
§ See also Chapter T. 
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Opposite the Adan-we is Addem, a village also con- 
quered by the first Dahoman Idng, Dako. Then came 
the Akwe-janahan,* the market of these two settle- 
ments, where a few wometi "were sitting at sale ; it is 
said to be the half-way place. 

The road now was bordered with the Locust that 
affords the Afiti sauce, by the Egbas called OgirL It is 
a tall irregular tree, with a leaf like a young fern ; the 
fruit dangles to a long cord, and when ripe it is scarlet- 
red, and about the size of a bilhard balL Presently 
the soft external substance falls off, leaving the core, 
a green sphere not larger than a musket bullet, and &om 
it sprout long bright green pods curiously twisted. 
When ripe the seeds are fermented to a mass strong as 
assafcetida, and form in palaver sauce a favourite 
ingredient, which however the stranger "will not 
relish before some time. It is the " wild tamarind*' of 
Mr. DaJzel, and in the landscape it forms a most 
effective feature. 

Followed in rapid succession on both sides of the 
path the fetish clearings of Daji, a princely worship, 
Gfir-sfir-uhun f and Logun-aizan % a Bo-name ^vea by 

" Akwe (oowrieB), janaiaa (if jon have not got seil., yon oui buy 
nothing). 

t Ga (bow), sa (throwing), nhun (bombax tiee). 
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King Gezo. The next was a mud-house and a farm 
belonging to royalty : it is called -Nyakho-gon, the 
place of Nyakho, the ruling chief, who was captured and 
slain by Dako. Another sacred place, Vodun-no Deme, 
a Fetish of the Fanti company of Amazons, led to a 
bifurcation of the road. The left branch is a short 
cut to the Jegbe Palace, of which more afterwards. 
Close to the junction are the little hut villages of 
Attako and Ishagga, named after the conquests of the 
present reign : when the King breaks a town he builds 
another, and is supposed to place there the poor rem- 
nants of his captives. A Uttle beyond and in the road . 
is the Ugo 'h :* here is the celebrated shea butter-tree, 
alluded to by every traveller, and apparently the only 
fruitful Bassia in the country. It is short trunked, 
twelve to fifteen feet high, thick branched, and maago- 
shaped, with a tender green leaf, at first of a dark 
colour, then waxing yellow and affording a dense shade, 
in which a small market is held. It is now flowering, 
ftud it will bear fi-uit in the rains. Then camo a clear 



* Ugo (thea bnttei-tree), 'li (for ali, & toad). Aoooiding to Mr. 
DiiDoan (v(^, i. p. 285) this ralaable tree wu deatiojed thioiig'hoiit 
the land at t^e soggeitioa of the Spanuh and Portn^ew ilavers — 
Tbioh is incredible. He well deBoribea the fruit and its Tuiooa medi- 
dioin^ uses. 
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space oa the left of the road, called Yan-Tan &(Sn a 
Ni^o town conquered by Gezo. A "joji"* or tall 
gallows of thin poles, with the Azaa fetish fringe to 
{verent the passage of calamity, then halted us : a 
wisp of grass was handed to each of us, and we were 
desired to throw it away to the fetish ; whom may 
Allah lilight ! The land around is called Leflefim,f 
from the Nago people, whose chief, Chade, was slain by 
King Gezf^ and who were finally settled here. The 
eye dwdls with delight upon the numerous coontry 
Tillies, like the 115 towns of the tribe of Jndah, and 
xtpoa the thin forest of palms rising from the tapestiy of 
herba^r here waviog, there cut short, which combine to 
make this spot the Fridaos or Paradke of Dahtme- 
knd. 

Frraently we arriyed at another terminus or bifurca- 
tioD, the left path leadiug to the houses of the Matro 
and the Adauejan, the Eomasi Falac^ and the Uhon- 
jro market. The next notable place was the Fatlu-li,. 
where the now grassy road widens out, and shows two 
ragged lines of figs, calabashes, locusts, and oil palm 
tree& Th^ is also an Adan-gbno-ten or swearing- 

• is (wintt), ji (i^cn). 

t The Leffle-foo of Commander Forbei (vol. i. p. 68). 
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|daeev where the King halta before entering Agbome 
frraa Kana, to receive the oaths of fid^ity, and to hear' 
the biare talk of his high officials, especially the 
imbUij. A heap of ashes,* the usual sign of entering 
a great fetish place, points to a white village of 
Bfrhwe, tabernacles,! or fetish hoTels, under huge 
cotton woods, beginning at about 350 yards from the 
town gate. The guardian or Janus is Bo, who is Legba 
on a larger scale. The nearest fetish huts are six in 
number, and are disposed across the road ; a neat 
rampoaad for i^iritual meetings rising from the grass 
ett Uifi' right hand. The horebs ctHitamed ef&gies of 
chsmelims, speckled white and red ; horses known 
on^' bj tbelr halters ; squatting men, like Day and 
Night at masquerades, half mud-colotu'ed and half 
j^totted; others brown all over, and grinnii^ with 
onrrifr-teeth ; and the largest a huge chalked, gorilla, 
intended to be homau, and completely dieguating. 
Beyond it, to tiie rig^t of the path, was a suigle 
swidt zoom, a: fetish place, where the King nts hehee 
entariag his capital ; around it chister dwarf thatches 
sheltering attempts at leopards, and other holy beasts. 

t LeTit. xziii. 40. 
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Near the city gate is another village of fetish hovels, 
where a trivia leads on ^le right to the Yevogan's 
hereditary hamlets, straight in front to the capital, and 
by the left to the Jeghe, the present ruler's country 
palace. 

We are now at the Dosum-wen Agbo-nun,* the 
feature which gives its name to Aghome, the capital 
The word signifying the " town within the enceinte," or 
" precincts ;" and it has the anomaly of being, and pro- 
bably of ever having been, with gateways and without 
walls. The Agbo is a mud screen of five steps or 
courses, like the palace enceintes, fifteen to eighteen 
feet high, and about 100 yards long. It is pierced with 
two wedge-shaped gaps ; that to the right, as yoU fix>nt 
it, is open for the pubUc ; the other, and the larger, on 
the left, is reserved for the ruler. The latter is perma- 
nently blocked up with a stout hurdle, six feet high ; the 
former is closed every night by a pair of wmilaT fences, 
tied to stout side-posts. Before the wall is a shallow 
moat, well worn by human feet Being pool-fronted 
during the rains each more important gate is entered 

* UeaniDg the toirn-gato of Boanm-weD, the name of the keeper. It 
ia called by Eoropeana tiie E^a gate. I have already explaioed tb« 
tneaningof Agbo-nim. Dr. M'Leod (p. 9d), tniulatsa Abomej', by "I<«t 
me alone.' (1) 



3.n.iized by Google 



THE MAECH TO AaBOME. 289 

by a clay mouud or by two solid beams, overlaid with 
rough planks, forming a bridge. Beyond the pas- 
sage, at the ends, the moat is dense grown with trees, 
especially with the thick and thorny acacia bush — in 
these lands one of the best defences, — aod it is prolonged 
round the capital. It is never cleared. The outside 
grass is removed, lest in bumiag the stubbles the Zun* 
might catch fire. There are tunnels through the acacia 
bush where people may go to gather leaves and plants 
for simples : none of the lieges, however, are permitted, 
under pain of severe palaver, to cross the ditch except 
by the established entrances. There is a superstition 
touching these bridges. In former reigns, if any sub- 
ject happened to fall when treading one of them he 
lost his head, even as in olden times happened to a 
dancer so committing himself or herself before the 
King.t 

Arrived at the Kana gate we descended from our 
hammocks, whilst all our attendants bared their 
shoulders, removed their hats, and furled our umbrellas, 

* In all Yotaba towns the bush adjoining villages and towns is 
spared for defence and shelter: at Abeokuta it is called "aba-si," and 
here " zun." 

t See Dr. M'Leod (p. 69). Mr. Dnnoftn (vol. ii. p. 289), being lame, 
was permitted by the fetishman, on the King's order, to ride through the 
gate, " at which eyery man seemed much amazed." 
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as if it Tvere part of the King's palace. Passing in, we 
found on the ground, at each side of the gate, a small 
black figure called a Bo-chio. A little higher up, and 
let into the clay of the gap-side, is a hiunan skull,* 
-with thigh bones and other amulets hanging about. 
Inside there are two guard-houses, leading to the 
Agbonun-'khi, or " gate market," one of the rude little 
bazaars scattered about the town. Beyond it, and 
placed to defend the entrance, are the remains of a 
broken-down battery. On the ground, to the right of 
the road, lie thirty-six, on the left thirty-five old guns, 
with their touch-holes rivalling their muzzles, and with 
trunnions in many cases knocked off, showing the in- 
solent security of the place, and giving it already the 
aspect of a ruin. Behind the r^ht-hand battery is the 
residence of the Gau, behind the left that of the Po-su ; 
so, in the city of Great Benin, the " Captain of War's " 
establishment is at the entrance. Both are tbe usual 
masses of huts, enclosed in tbe normal clay wall. The 
establishment of the Commander-in-Chief is called Gau- 
sra-men ;t it is backed by " Gau-hwe-gudo," an open 



* BkuUii are bJbo nailed to dooia, in token of respect for lome dead 
t Sra means the slaves' qaarters, near the master's house. 
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space of grass and dwarf corn plants, and that qiiarter 
of the town is still known as Agbo-kho-nun,* the site 
of the old gate -which Agaja the Great removed to its 
present position. It is evident, at the first glance, that 
Agbome is built, less closely than Whydah; and that 
the open spaces and gardens, even in the thickest part 
of the town, have greatly the better of the houses. 

The blacksmith's quarter, a field dotted with open 
hovels, leads to the large enceinte of the old Meu : it 
contains a prison for minor offenders, and the walls are 
defended by a chevaux de fr'ise of sharpened sticks. 
We then arrived at an open space with a few trees to 
the eastward of the " mighty carcase," called the 
Agbome Palace. The place was bounded oq the north 
by the usual entrance to a Dahoman royal abode, a 
huge barn-like shed, built by Agaja, the fourth king, 
and called " Agrin-go-men" — "In Agrin's Quiver." f 
On the west is the Ji-hwe, or Lofty Abode, by strangers 
called the Cowrie-house. It is a two-storied bam 

* Agbo (the enceinte), kho (old), Eud mm (side, or moutb). 

t Others Bay by Aho (A,daho<mzou I.) the second king. It is related 
that when lie importuned for moie land Agrin, a petty chief of the 
place, the latter eiolaimed, " Wouldat thon build in Agrin's quiver P" 
He waa duly slain, and the gate was erected aocording to his words. 
The etymon ia too like that of " Dahome " (Chapter Y.) not to excite 
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under a heavy thatch. The red-cUy ■walls are spUt 
from top to foot, and almost all of the thirty-eight 
windows, or rather holes, in the frontage sides, and 
four in the short ends, are shored up with sticks. Long 
lines of cowries are suspended from the windows during 
the Customs, to astonish the weak minds of the lieges, 
and these " bawbees " are afterwards removed. 

Having learned my ceremonial by heart, I positively 
refused to dismount at this place, and I found after^ 
wards that it was a mere impertinence on the part of 
the Buko-no. We passed along the southern wall of the 
Agbome Palace, our direction being from N.E. to S.W. 
On the summit were a few rusty iron skull-holders, an 
upright spike to pass through the cranium, with a ring 
as handle, and in the lower part a thin crescent-shaped 
bar for the base of the head to rest upon. There was 
only one human relic, a great alteration since the days 
of Sinmenkpen (Adahoonzou II.), who, though sis 
slavers were awaiting their loads at Whydah, excited 
the admiration of his subjects hy taking off 147 heads 
to complete the "thatching of his house."* The 



* According to the Histoiy, the war-order of the'King to his G&u 
ras to " tbat«h his house," and in tlkose dajs hnman ekoUs irere placed 
Q the roofs of the shede at the palace doora. None of the natives knew 
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custom is evidently dying out, and Agbome will soon 
ignore what the Persians would call her "kalleh- 
munar," * 

After passing a huge unrepaired rent in the Palace 
walls, whose miserable tattered aspect was an emblem of 
the decaying Empire, and after hastening from its dirty 
drains, mere holes with a bright shrub springing from a 
foul pool, we came to a second bam-like shed. It is 
called the Agwaji Gate, and was built by King Tegbwe- 
sun (Bossa Ahadi). Turning an angle we debouched 
upon the palm leaf fence, denoting the new gate of 
the present king, which, according to custom, he is 
expected to complete. Near it is another lai^e shed, 
known as Agrin-masogbe, 

We then reached the Grande Place of Agbome, the 
scene of Gezo's displays and receptions, but neglected 
by the present king. The aspect reminded me of the 
History's description, "An assemblage of farmyards 
with long' thatched barns." Of these there were 
about a dozen, large and small, intended to shelter the 

the pbnue, which ia perhaps obeolete. The Eomasi Falaoe, built; by 
Gezo, Ib quite free from this maiiiier of ornuneiitatioii. 

* A skull miDaret, After a massacre, the heads were built up nith 
lime into a kind of t«wet, the Oriental modification of our cotempororj' 
banging in ohaina. 
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soldiery. As usual, a few sliadj trees, chiefly the 
thick-leaved ficus, relieved the baldness of the view. 
On the N.E. side, springing from the enceinte, was the 
Singbo, or two-storied house built by King Gezo, and 
his faTourite place of residence. Covered with a pent- 
roof thatch, the walls were of clay, whose redness 
blushed through the thin coat of chalk acting white- 
wash, and the front was pierced for eight windows with 
large shutters of pale-green, and small wickets. The 
doorway was un-European, a dwarf bam of Dahoman 
feshion, and we found there three umbrellas, white, blue, 
and pink, the former belonging to the Governor of the 
Palace. 

This dignitary is an old servant of Gezo, once the 
kan-gbo-de, or King's store-keeper, but degraded, as has 
been said, for presuming to ride up to the royal gate. 
He is now known as Kpon-ne-mi — " Look for me ! " 
According to custom we dismounted before this p^ace. 
The fat old man, in brass bracelets and pink checked 
cloth, prostrated himself in front of the gate, whilst we 
stood and bowed to it. He then snapped fingers, and 
returning to the half-opened door, whispered in con- 
sultation with some of the female inmates. Presently 
he returned with the formula, " That the King's wife, 
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haviug inquired about erery one in England, desired 
us to go and eat, after which we should have her 



Leaving the Singbo, we passed on the right another 
huge barn entrance to the enceinte, supported by four- 
teen mud pUlars, and called Adan-jro-'ko de.* It 
shelters the two howitzers presented to the late Gezo 
by the French Government ; they are not better treated 
than the English presents at Abeokuta. Under a tree 
in the square-centre is a curious relic of the past — a 
fine brass gun, gone in the touch-hole, and bearing as 
inscription, "Dordrect, 1640 — Coenraet Wegewaert me 
fecit." It is therefore almost coeval with the Dahoman 
kingdom. 

The broad road on the south of the Agbome palace 
was now lined with gazers, and the Court being at 
Kana we did not suffer from the bell-women, the 
peculiar plague of the place. Advancing, we turned 
another abrupt angle, and facing west, passed on the 
left the roomy and comparatively comfortable house of 
Prince Chyudaton, where the luckier French lodge. A 

* Adan (brave), jro (likei), ako (family, tribe), de (any one). Hean- 
ing, if any people be brave and like (to fight, let them come and take 
Dahome], Commuider Forbes apoila all &.ii fine sentiment in his 
" Dangeh la Cordab." 
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few doors further placed us at the Buko-no'a establish- 
ment — cow-hoiises, ultra-Arcadian in their simplicity — 
of which the first sight was enough. These people so 
dearly love domesticity that they make their houses 
prisons to all inside, where there is no possibility of 
privacy. Prom within you see only tall red walls, with 
perhaps a few tree tops, and thatch roofs above and 
beyond it, making the saddest impression upon a lover 
of liberty. On the other hand, every word uttered can 
be heard throughout the building, thus securing, as in a 
ship, the two greatest and opposite undesirables. It is 
evident that the King, unlike him of Ashanti, does not 
visit the strangers' quarters and drink paJm-wine with 
them.* 

The establishment lies to the west of the Agbome 
palace, insulated as usual, and the parallelogram of 
about 300 ft, each way ia not quite square with the 
cardinal points, our principal room fronting E. S. East. 
The enceinte is bisected by a high wall with a single 
door, which is carefully closed at night. Our lan'dlord 
and his many wives are to the eastward of us; we 
could hear the laughter of these merry dames, but only 



* Nor i» it at present " etiqaette" for the King of Dahome to visit 
«ven his highest officers. 
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one old specimen eyer leaves the house by that door. 
We occupy the western half, lately vacated by Sedozau, 
a son of the King, and the first item of two sets of 
twins presented to royalty by the she-Yevogan, who 
thus took the initiative in making him a father. We 
entered by a southern gateway with the customary 
thatch ; in aftertimes the King's Dr. Dee was ever 
hanging it with his superstitious frippery. The door 
was a screeti of bamboo fronds with native hinges, a 
pole working in wooden cups. This entrance led into 
a kind of outer court, containing only a shed for the 
hammock-men, who left it uncleaned for two months. 
An opposite doorway opened upon the backyard, a 
mixture of filth and fetish of which more presently. 
Another adit through a wall to the right led to our 
private quarters : it had fortunately a stout wooden 
planking, which we closed when privacy was desirable. 

Our lodging was a bam 45 feet long, by 27 feet 
deep. A thick thatch, like the East Indian chappar, 
descended within 4'50 feet of the ground, and rested 
on a double line of strong posts buried in the earth. 
The north-eastern angle of the roof formed a kind of 
false gable, or single pavilion wing like the Kobbi of 
Abeokuta, here called " kho-zwe," or house-comer. The 
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\-erandah had an earth-step, some eight iuches high, to 
keep out the rain, with a descent to the floor of tamped 
earth. The low ceiling was of rough sticks, pkstered, 
like the walls, with native white-wash. 

After the verandah we entered the " hall," an apart- 
ment 20 feet by 10. On the left was an earthen 
estrade, about thirty inches high, a sleeping platform for 
domestic servants. In front was a small dark room, 
hot to the last degree, as are all places in this country 
where the wind cannot penetrate. I at once knocked 
a window through the back wall of clay, which was two 
feet thick, provided it with a shutter made out of a 
claret case, and turned it into a tolerable study. At- 
tached to it was a dark and wiudowless store-room, 
whence the " drivers " sallied out once a week ; having, 
however, a door, a lock, and a key, it saved us many a 
gallon of rum and bag of cowries. On the right of the 
hall and study were two small dark rooms, and, lastly, 
an open verandah occupied the whole depth of the 
house under the false gable ; it had in one comer a 
raised earth-rim for a balneary, and a drain to draw off 
the water. Opposite this verandah a strip of courtyard 
was divided by a jealous party wall from the Buko-no's 
quarters. 
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Tbe front court, facing to the E.S.Ea£t, commanded 
a view of the top of a pollarded calabash, and a blasted 
tree upon which the early vultures prospected for 
carrion. The back yard * contained sundry heaps of 
offal, the " cook-houses," and the lares of the young 
prince, who had been given by his father to the 
Buko-no, with the object of learning medicine, and 
perhaps of preventing poison. I must describe them 
at some length to show the intricate practical worship 
of this people. Shortly after my arrival, hearing my 
velleiie for curiosities, even under sacrilegious circum- 
stances, two fetish youths made their appearance in 
the evening, knelt down before the domestic altar, 
prayed, broke some of the im^es, and went away 
declaring that they had called out the fetish, and that 
I might, after this evocaiio deorum, do my worst. 
Similarly we removed all the fetish from the lodgii^- 
house, and the Buko-no only laughed — this was en 
regie: of course we could not have turned it out 
of his. 

The roof of the Bo-bho, Bo-temple, or Lararium, had 
been allowed to fall, exposing the worshipful inmates 
to every weather. There were two sets of grotesque 

• Here oaUed " Kho-gndo," the " Ipaka " of the Egbaa. 
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Bgures ranged in a row opposite one another. That to 
the south numbered six. 1. A bit of iron-stone clay 
stuck round with feathers, and planted on a swish clay 
step a. couple of inches high. 2. A little Bo-doll, in a 
cullender or perforated pot. 3. An earthenware basin 
with a circular base, surrounded with the Azan or 
fetish palm-girdle, and the Aaen (Sein ?), or Twin-iron* 
stuck in the ground before it. 4. A Nlon-gbo, or 
Sheep fetish, very easily confounded with — 5. An Avun, 
or canine, provided with any number of claws. Finally, 
No. 6 was an awful looking human face in alto-relief, flat 
upon its base, a swish square, with a short stake planted 
behind it, three small earthen pots rising from its 
wrinkled forehead ; its huge gape of cowrie teeth, and 
eyes of the same, set in red clay, were right well 
calculated to frighten away, as it is intended to do, 
witchcraft from the devotee. 

The other set occupied three sides of the dwarf roof- 
less hut ruin, and embraced everything necessary for 
man's welfare. A red clay kpakpa, or duck.f with a line 

* It is fortned of two iron cane», cymbol-slutped, and yery like the 
evtinguisher of a candle, fastened to a single stem six inches long. It 
is generally planted in a lump of clay behind the Hoho pota, which vill 
presentlj be explained, and thus forms a domestic altar. 

t Clearly an onomatopcetio word, like our " Q,aack." 
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of feathers round its neck, and an artificial tail, if duly 
adored, makes the prayerful strong. A Bo male image, 
half black half white, even to the wool, and hung with a 
necklace of beasts' skulls ; with a pair of Hoho-zen, or 
twin pots, two little double pipkins of red clay, big pipe- 
bowls, united like the Siamese twins, and covered with 
white-washed lids to guard the water offering, would 
protect Sedozau and his brother fi*om the ills to which 
twin-flesh is heir. There vias also a So-hwe, or " stick 
beat," a wooden stump eighteen inches high and eight 
inches in diameter, wrapped in old palm-leaf and dirty 
calico, with a string of cowries hanging from its sooty 
summit, and an Achatina shell on the higher of the two 
dwarf steps forming its base. If a stone be struck upon 
the top of this invaluable article the enemy certainly 
sickens and dies. Defence against disease was secured 
by a clay parallelogram, puddinged lialf with cowries and 
half with pottery-bits stuck edgeways, and supporting 
an Asen-iron and an Asiovi or fetish axe ; by a red clay 
Bo-man with a beard of poultry feathers and the left 
side stuck with fragments of earthenware; and by a 
Bo-pot containing a heap of black earth rising to a ball, 
and supporting a fetish iron. Proper respect for the 
rainbow was shown by the presence of its favourite 
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ceramic,* containing a clay snake, with two small red 
feathers for horns. Finally, there was a pair of 
"Iro" or philters, which, rubbed on after the bath, 
obtain from man loan of moneys, from woman the don 
d'amoureuse merci : the one wm a pot, the other a cala- 
bash, full of filthy-looking grease, capped by the skulls 
of a dog and of some other animal, one to each. 

For the distances and other peculiarities of the road 
between Whydah and Agbome, the reader is referred 
to Appendix I. It may be observed that the length 
of the journey has shrunk, with wonderful regularity, to 
the present year. Mr. Lamb (1724) gives 200 miles 
from the port to the capital; Mr. Norris (1772), 
112 miles; Mr. Dalzel (1793), 96 miles; Commander 
Forbes (1849), 90 miles; Commodore Wilmot (1863), 
65 miles ; the general opinion being 75 miles-f I found 
(1864), by meridional observations of Sirius, a direct 
distance of 51^ geographical miles between the beach- 
town Whydah and the English house, whilst my sketch 
map gave 62 to 63 indirect miles. 

' For a more detailed notice of these pots — eaoli deity ha.i its own — 
the curious reader will consult Chapter XVII. 

f M. iSorghero (1861) made 150 indirect kilomSfreB to Easa, bat bo 
passed roand the longer Toffo road. M. Jules Gerard (1863) reckoned 
fifty indirect EngliBfa statnte miles from Whydah to Eana. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

THE KING 1NTBB3 HIS CAPITAL. 

Our arrival at the unpleasant domicile which was to 
be our homo for nearly two months, was a signal for 
the Buko-no Uro to begin operations.* This belle tete de 
mori craved an audience, and, after the customary 
" ambages," requested me to open before him the four 
boxes of presents forwarded by Her Majesty's Gfovern- 
ment. His object was to secure the first news for the 
royal ears, hoping thereby — excuse the phrase — to 
curry a little favour. The boxes had been stored in 
his own magazine ; however, I of course refused to 
touch them, except inside the palace, and I told him to 
meddle with them at his peril. He pleaded usage, and 
the custom of the country. I rejoined that it was a 
false plea, the present being the first mission from Her 
Majesty's Government to the King, consequently that 

* The setxmd is a Bo same, belosgiiig to his fatiier. 
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there could be no precedent Hoping, however, thereby 
to exert some influence in the matter of human sacri- 
fice, I read out my " Message," as instructions are 
locally called, and regretted to receive only the ste- 
reotyped replies. The Buko-no, however, was duly 
warned, that if any attempt was made to put to death 
victims in our presence, it would be the signal for our 
return to Whydah. Which was, of cpurse, duly 
reported. 

The next day, December 21, was to witness the 
King's ceremonious return to his capital. At noon, a 
dusty-browed messenger rushed in, saying, that royalty 
was approaching ; and we heard cannon-shots, de- 
noting that the King was halted at the Adan-blon- 
noten, receiving the homage of his war chiefs. The 
Buko-no ordered out his horse and " tail," and presently 
came in a green sheet to fetch his strangers. I was 
taken in for the first, and not the last, time before the 
day of our dismissal. The fact is, this veteran so 
believed in the usage of Dahome, that he considered 
us to be, like other white men, during our residence at 
the capita], mere slaves of the King. I flatter myself 
that when we left he had greatly modified that opinion. 
On this occasion, our uniforms having been left at 
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Kana, we were compelled to wear the ordinary mourn- 
ing attire of Englishmen when they want to be merry. 
As the King approved of this proceeding, I resolved 
for the future to confine uniform to the more cere- 
monious occasions within the palace. 

We rode in our hammocks by a short cut, instead 
of down the broad south-western road, flanking the 
Agbome Palace. The sun was deadly, not being 
tempered by the sea-breeze, which, at this season, 
rarely blows before 3 P.M. We then turned south- 
wards, along a large thoroughfare, towards the Ako- 
chyo-'gbo-nun gate.* These streets are formed, like 
those of Whydah, by the walls of the habitations, 
thus giving them a populous look : they are, however, 
mere shams, and forest-bush rises close behind them. 
On the right there is an open space, with a 10 iron- 
gun battery scattered upon the ground. We furled 
our umbrellas, and, dismounting, marched through the 
gate, a gap in an iucontinuous wall, like that before 
described. It opened upon the Uhun-jro f market, a 
broad space, whence the huts had been cleared, and 

• Ako (tribe, family), ohyo (all), agbo'oun (gate) ; meaning, that all 
the woild must come to visit Uahome. 

t Uhuu-jio, or Uhun-jlo, ib derived from the faot that a bombas &om 
a conquered [ilaceVas there transplanted by Gezo.: 
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where men were raising a ecafibld of tree trunks, 
barked, and rudely squared. On the other aide was 
the tattered wall of the royal precincts : the lowest 
of the five courses of mud masonry was much injured 
by contact with the ground. Passing under a scatter 
of trees, where women were seated, vending edibles, 
we remarked a man standing, gagged,* in front of a 
drummer, and we were told that he was a criminal, left 
for execution at the next Customs. Here the pace 
was quickened (it is not respectful to pass the Palace 
except in a hurry), and a summons from the King 
must be obeyed with ostentatious alacrity. On the 
left of the road, and distinguished by the careful 
sweeping of the space in front, is a large fetish-house, 
a long shed, called Nesu-hwe, and dedicated to Nesu, 
the peculiar Dahoman fetish, the tutelary numen oi 
the empire. 

Turning to the south, we dismounted, as the rule is, 
at the south-eastern corner of the Komasi Palace, built, 
as I have said, by King Gezo. We passed the 
Komasi gate, the usual bam, with twenty-seven wooden 

* The iDstiniDeDt i« a Y-slkaped stick ; the sharp eud toDchea the 
palate, whilst the fork embraoes the tongue, so that the orimiaal, h^w- 
erer much he mav saffer, oannot cry ont. The gag ia tued, beeause, 
if a man speak to the £itig, he must be pardoned. 
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posts, and with the two stunted and pollarded trees 
forming, with a bamboo, the forca, common to every 
palace gate. To the cross-pieces hung the normal 
Jo-8usu, a little square mat, with narrow perpendicular 
stripes, alternately red and black, and a calabash, 
painted in ruddy and whitey-red speckled sections, 
like those of a melon, and by bundles of Bo-so, freshly 
painted Bo-sticks or truncheons, at each side, completed 
the defences of the entrance. From this the ruler 
will issue to perform the Customs, and his seat 
will be a little to the proper right of the door.* At 
the time only a few men and women soldiery, with 
tall white bonnets, like Sepoys' shakos in former 
times, lounged at the gate. Thence, guided by the 
Buko-no, whose band was never silent, we went to a 
tall tree, near the Agwaji, or southern gate ; a large 
thatch, with sixteen mud pillars ; and we placed our 
stools under its thin shade, witnessing the usual 
dancing. 

The space about the Palace is clear, as in Great 
Benin ; but here there are no strews of skulls and 
skeletons. The only fragment of a man was a cranium, 
nailed together with a white flag to the trunk, under 

* I thereby mean tho left side, as one stands opposite it. 
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the lowest boughs of a large tree opposite the Komasi 
gate. As usual in Yoruba towns, where they build 
loosely to avoid the fires ■which annually devastate 
elbowing L^os, the open space in which the multitude 
will gather for the Customs was scattered over with 
palms, calabashes, and figs, with a natural ablaqueatiou, 
their roots having been bared by rain. There were, 
besides two mean fetish-houses, only three remarkable 
objects in it. The first was a scaffolding, gradually 
rising, opposite the palace. The next was the Adan- 
zan, a round house, with rough posts, supporting a 
conical thatch roof, capped with a white pennon. The 
two opposite entrances were each flanked by two small 
sentinel huts, with clay walls, and shaped somewhat 
hke old bee-hives. The interior showed two flights, 
each of eight mud steps, barred against intruders, and 
the interior was concealed by screens of matting. 
Before campaigning, the King here swears, in the 
presence of his soldiery, what he will do, and listens to 
their terrible boasting of valour. On such occasions, 
the roof and screens are removed-* The third was a 

* This was a ceremony introduced bj £iag Gezo. I was told that 
the present King keeps it up, but during my stay at Agbome it was 
not performed. 
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fine Bombax, enclosed in a dwarf mud wall, and called 
Bwekon-uhun, the Bwe-kon cotton-wood, under which 
Gezo used to sit before he built the Komasi Palace. 
The name Bwe-kon,* meaning a happy or auspicious 
spot, is also applied to the large southern and detached 
suburb, divided from the royal house by. the open 
space, and by three wall-lesa sheds, where the troops 
sit. It contains the Bwe-kon Hwe-'gbo, or big house, 
built by Agongoro (Wbeenoobew). The other tene- 
ment are those of men about Court, and many Aja 
and Takpa f captives are settled here. Beyond Bwe- 
kon, again, is the Jegbe Palace, of which more here- 
after. 

We observed the place narrowly, on account of its 
connection with the coming executions. Long strings 
of people, especially women, who apparently do little 
else, were passing to and fro, carrying on their heads 
monstrous baskets and calabashes, " wide as the old 
Winchester bushel," with food for their mistresses the 
soldieresses. Shortly after 1 p,m. two umbrellas, white 
and pink, preceded by musketeers, announced the 
arrival of Agbota> senior Governor of Whe-gbo, and of 

* Bwe (tiappj), kon (living}, 
t Chapter XXI. 
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Azogbe, his lieutenant. They rode followed by fonr red 
caps, the Porto Novian " alufas " : the latter seated 
themselves a httle to our right, under the same tree, 
but not on chairs. 

The next move was the approach of five musketeers, 
bringing provision from the King ; one basket con- 
taining " Akansan " in leaves, and a bowl of palm stew, 
the other full of papaws and oranges. Guests are 
rationed from the palace during their stay in Agbome, 
where it is almost impossible to buy a sufficiency of 
food even for a small party ; but the allowance, which 
is at first liberal, soon waxes small by degrees, espe- 
cially after the presents are given, and ends in semi- 
starvation. The King is, doubtless, imaware of this 
proceeding, which all agree comes from the women 
officials to whom the royal order has been issued ; per- 
haps, when the time of disette is setting in, a bribe to 
the " English mother " would put off the eril day. 
Other slaves then came up, bringing the card-table and 
the old liqueur-case, wherein we found something 
withal to pass the time. But it is with potables here 
as with edibles ; the stranger b^ins with the best in 
the cellar,, and ends with trade gin and rum. We soon 
found the necessity of being accompanied by a little 
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canteen, the gift of my amiable and enterprising friend, 
Paul du Chaillu ; and it rendered us true service. 

Presently, riding a little nag, as if on a side saddle, 
and shaded by an umbrella hat of woven palm leaves, 
came the Prince Cliyudaton, sucking the usual lettuce 
leaf, and accompanied by the normal retinue. He lay 
down on a mat beside his old friend the Buko-no, for 
whom he entertains a supreme contempt, regarding 
him, from the proud stand-point of his own civilisation, 
as an ancient bushman who knows nothing of the 
whites. They ate some " Akansan," and drank water, 
of which these people always carry a store in bottles, 
covered, for coolness, with quilted jackets. After 
joining us in a glass of the royal liquor, they propped 
their heads on their footstools and slept — the Dahoman 
practice to while away time. A lately captured 
Abeokutan was brought before us ; he danced, and 
seemed to anticipate " capital fun." This is a proof, 
if one be required, that in DaJiome all male adult 
captives are not killed or sold, and we afterwards saw 
many of his brotherhood. 

At 3'45 P.M., after causing us to sit three mortal 
hours — these people have no bowels of compassion — a 
long line of flags and umbrellas, debouching from the 
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eastern road,* formed in masses at the other end of 
the open space, somewhat as in a theatre. Then, with 
the braying of trumpets and the beating of drums, 
they began to pass round in review order. The right 
shoulder is presented to the King's gate, the Pradak- 
shina of the Hindus, opposed to the Arab Tawaf, or 
circumambniation, which turns the left side to a vene- 
rated object ; and we shall observe this in all future 
processions. The Captains danced and skipped like 
the Salii, their attendants firing and skirmishing before 
them. As is customary, the juniors came first, five 
warriors and worthies of the King leading the rest-f 
They were followed by the Po-su, the " place " of 
the Matro, and the Gau, in a black felt, riding ■ a 
"tattoo," and accompanied by his agminal umbrella, 
of red, blue, and buff colours. Followed three ca- 
boceers, J and two of the King's half-brothers, Bosu Sau 
and Nuage. The loth was Assoyon, under a white 
umbrella, with twelve men dancing and sham-fighting 
before him ; followed by Assogban and Akhokhwe, a 
half-brother of the King, with a fancy umbrella and 



* The Boutbera entrance is Hometioiea preferred, 

t Viz., the Alogtan, Akpi, Dokhenun, Akati, and Ahwibame. 

X Vh., the Eade, Jogbwenun, and Apwejekua. 
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an escort of seventeen men. Two other caboceers* 
preceded the place of Chyudaton, who was sitting with 
us, and the Slstf umbrella ushered in the Bi-wan-ton, 
a man with a pleasant expression, whose escort was a 
fancy umbrella and ten men. The Adanejan, habited 
in a red and blue tunic, and riding, woman-like, a 
little pony, was preceded by sixty men, firing and 
dancing, accompanied by plain red and white fancy- 
flags, and followed, like most of the others, by his big 
drum on a man's head, another betiting it from behind, 
as if braining it. 

After a short pause, the old Adukonun, a brother 
of the late king, advanced, followed by the Tokpau, a 
war chief, who fired his gun from the shoulder, under 
an umbrella speckled white Jind blue. The 26th party, 
that of the Awobi, preceded the Yevo-gan of Whydah 
with a French tricolor, a white umbrella, and an escort 
of fifty men : he rode, and waved hands to ua as he 
passed. Four other worthies ushered in the highest 
official of the empire, the senior Min-gan. His dress 
was a war-tunic and a Lagos smoking-cap ; with pipe 

* Viz., tlie Akho, vith ». fdnoy umbrella and fourUen men, and tho 
TTkweniin, vith ■ white umbrella and nineteen men. 
t Vk., the Tokonnn-TiBMD, vho WW ouhoraebaok. 
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in mouth, he rode a ni^ handsomely caparisoned, under 
a frhite fancy umbrella. He was numerously escorted, 
and was followed by a big drum, and by rattles, dis- 
coursing hideous music. Being a man of the old school, 
he studiously avoided looking towards us, lest he might 
be compelled to salute. 

The lesser chiefs, after passing once round the square, 
if I may so call it, crossed, and formed a line of um- 
brellas opposite the Komasi gateway. The high digni- 
taries performed their circuits in the order before 
described, the Min-gan immediately preceding the 33rd 
party, which was that of the King. 

The royal cortSge consisted of about 500 musketeers 
and blunderbuss men : it was preceded by skirmishers, 
under the command of Adan-men-nun-kon, " Blue " 
Captain. They were accompanied by one skull stand- 
ard, and eight flags, white, red, anchor-marked, and 
fancy ; and they were followed by two gorgeous um- 
brellas. Immediately in front of the King were borne 
two leather shields, sections of cylinders, white, with 
black patterns, upraised horizontally at the lull length 
of the bearer's arm. They are a remnant of the old 
days, when the Dahoman soldiery was armed with 
muskets, cutting swords, and shields ; the latter carried 
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by boy squires, of wbom one was told off for training 
to each man-at-arms. The weapon is now looked upon 
as a kind of aegis. Near the shields stalked two big 
" bold dragoons," in brass helmets and huge black 
hOTse-tails.* They had guns as long as spears. Be- 
hind them, in a white calico case, and capped with a 
snowy plume, the iron Bo-fetish stick, called " kafo," 
announced the presence of royalty. The King rode 
under four white umbrellas ; and three parasols, yellow, 
purple, and blue-red, were waved and twisted over him, 
to act as fens. When he passed before us, exchanging 
salutes, there was the usual " Tohu wa Bohu," a frantic 
rush, iilhng the air with red dust, a swarming of men 
around him, " riotously and routously," and a feu 
d^enfer from their weapons. Following a huge fetish 
axe came the band, mostly boys, whose thirty rattles, 
thirty cymbals, and dozens of drums, added their din 
to the wildness of the spectacle. A crowd of slaves 
then appeared, laden with large Gfold Coast chairs, 
boxes and baskets of cowries, bottles, decanters, and 
other articles : in fact, it was the commissariat, with a 



* Mr. Forris mentioDS a troop of fotty women, with silver helmets : 
snch ^cealth hag long disappeared. A French merohant presented to 
King Oezo 100 brilliant casques ni pompiert. 
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suspicion of bakhshish or largesse. The rear was 
brought up by two shabby ■war-umbrellas, white and 
blue, whilst a tattered flag announced the arriere-garde. 
The King went round twice, in an antiquated red- 
lined vehicle, a mongrel between a cab and a brougham. 
It was drawn by men, who, at the third circuit, raised 
it upon their ehouldera : — the African labourer wUl do 
the same with his wheelbarrow. The fourth and fifth 
tours were made in a Bath chair, a late present from a 
committee of English philanthropes ; the sixth time it 
was carried alof^ like the carnage. The royal circuits 
are usually three ; the extraordinary number was pos- 
sibly intended to afford me an opportunity of " book- 
ing " the procession ; besides which, the ruler, being 
young, is, as will be remarked throughout the Cus- 
toms, fond of change. The King pressed his mouth 
with a thick kerchief, to keep out the dust. As an 
old traveller says of the Wliydah monarch, " he 
seems of a good free temper, and fiill of mirth and 
kindness, especially when he intends to beg a boon." 
This day he looked wearied and cross, an expression 
not nnfrequent upon the brow of royalty in all lands. 
We must consider, however, that he went a total of 
ten circuits of the square, representing some fire miles 
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of dust and din. We were afterwards informed that 
he had been slightly indisposed at Kana ; hut had 
positively refused to hreak an appointment with his 
" white friend." Ulnesa ia rare with him : M. Wallon 
says he was sickly in youth ; despite reports he shows- 
no traces of debility now. It is wonderful to see the 
amount of labour which he endures in the form of 
pleasure, and the cheerfulness which he maintains 
under his enjoyments : he seldom misses a day in 
public, and he ends by tiring out the whole Court. 

When the male chiefs and soldiery had made their 
sixth round, they joined the line of umbrellas on the 
south-east of the square. The King then transferred 
himself and his most gorgeous canopies to the Ama- 
zoury, which was massed at the mouth of the eastern 
road. Presently, preceded by skirmishers, firing, and 
ringing their sharp bells, the women, forming three 
corps, that they might appear the more numerous, 
dashed into the square. The first brigade was that of 
the she-Mingan, four white umbrellas and two flags : 
some were in parade uniform, others in their travelling 
garb — brown tunics. This small party was followed 
by its band, and, at a short distance, by the twenty- 
one umbrellas and the five flags of the she-Meu's troop, 
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coDcluding with their music. After three turns, danc- 
ing, singing, and firing muskets and blunderbusses, they 
retired to the east of the palace. 

The royal body-guard, called the Fanti,* now ap- 
peared upon the stage. Their skirmishers, young 
women in high training, performed with great agility. 
Then came twelve fancy flags, escorted by half a dozen 
razor women, who were followed by a platter, contain- 
ing a calabash adorned with skulls. Immediately before 
the King were two crimson leather shields, held up as 
the others were by the men. The Monarch was carried 
by twelve women, in a hammock of yellow silk, hanging 
from a pole, about thirteen feet long, black, set with 
silver sharks, and shod at both ends with brass. Three 
royal umbrellas, blue, red, and yellow, defended him 
from the sun, and he was fanned by three parasols, 
which were not the same as before. Again we re- 
marked amongst this people the inordinate hankering 
after change, novelty, and originality, even in the most 
trivial matters, and the failure which results from their 
poverty of, or rather their deficiency in, inTention. 
After the royal hammock came the bands — rattles, 

' Or Gold Const Corps, in somewhat better disoipUnc tbtm the late 
untamented G. C. A. 
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cj'mbals, and drums — with two white umbrellas ; and 
the rear was brought up by the baskets and baggage 
of the commissariat, and by the flags of the arriere- 
garde. 

After the King had made four circuits, the beginning 
of the end was shown by the old To-no-nun crouching 
near our table. " It " was dressed' in a blue velvet 
cap, a blanket jacket, and cotton tights, and " it " 
looked more like a guenon than a human. Gelele 
halted opposite us, and sundry of the elder Dakros 
brought for us four large coloured decanters of rum, 
and small bottles of trade liqueur, which were received 
by the chief eunuch. Strangers are sometimes ad- 
dressed personally at the end of these parades. On the 
present occasion, fatigue, souring temper, abridged 
ceremony. The King and Fanti cwtege then stood 
aggrouped to the west of the square, where a heavy 
salute of blunderbusses was fired. They finally passed 
round to the east, and slowly defiled through the 
Komasi gate, folding their umbrellas, in token that the 
" play " was done. The men soldiers indulged in a 
frantic carrousel opposite the palace, furiously dragging 
the empty old brougham round and round, shouting, 
screaming, and firing their weapons like madmen. We 
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Tvaited till the square was clear of women, and at 
5-i5 P.M. we retired from the Laus-Perennis of -row 
and riot, with the usual finale to a Dahoman parade — 
a headache. Our guides, the Buko-no and the Prince 
Chyudaton, retired to breaJc/ast. 
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CHAPTER Xn. 

THE PKE8ENTS ABB DELIVERED. 

At night a violent tornado, whose sheets of flying 
water could hardly be called rain, and a heavy shower 
in the morning, convinced our hosts that we were 
" good men, whose palaver would be soft as water, not 
hot as fire." The next day (December 22) ought to 
have been one of rest, but tlie King could not curb 
his impatience to see the presents sent by Her Ma- 
jesty's Grovernment. A final attempt to make me open 
the boxes was vainly made by the Buko-no, who then 
forwarded them under protest to the palace. I could 
see, however, by his face that the absence of certain 
highly coveted articles had been reported, and had 
excited royal dissatisfaction. Our offerings* to the 

- * We presented to the Eiog :— And to the Eogliah Mother :— 
I piotnre. 1 fathom silk kerchief. 

1 box I'reneh perfumery. 1 piece figured ealioo 

2 pieoM tnerioos. (Madras). 
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King and to the English mother* — whom, by-the-by, 
I hare never seen — were at once shown and given over 
to the Buko-no, as a matter of little moment 

At 10'15 A.M. we set out to the Komasi Palace, and 
placed our chairs opposite the Agwaji gate. Presently 
Prince Chyudaton, after prostrating, shovelling dust, 
and kissing &.6 ground, before the Komasi entrance, 
under the tree with the ominous fruit, joined us. The- 
party was completed by the Buko-no, who issued from 

1 piece orimson ailk. 

1 ailk kerchief. 

I oue enra^oB, 

1 do^ea oolonred glass toinbleie. 

Mr. Betaaako gave to the King : — To the Boko^no : — 

1 oarpet. 10 jarda silk. 

1 oeae Of liqnenr. 1 jueoe Madm. 

1 pieoe blue DaneG. 2 silk kerchiefs. 

Sundry other presents of clotb must be giren to the landlord and tb« 
«hiaf otBcers. These, however, I reserved ibr the exiL 

* At the Court of Dahoine ever; man mnst have at least one mother, 
and she may be twenty years his junior. The King's actoal parent is 
now aliv« ; when the departs, he mnat supply her |il«oe l^ sehtetiaa. 
For each monaroh in the dynasty there is, as will ha seen, an old woman 
mother. The " mothers" of the high offlMals are the DocreepoiLding' 
hononis. For instance, the ehe-Uin-gan is popularly colled the " he- 
Miu-gan's mother," Many have two " mothars," an old one for the 
last, and a young one for the present reign. Yisitors comnoDieote with 
the " mathera " of their several nations. As will he «eao, "mothers" 
is the official title of the " Amazons " — hence th^ aastom. 
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the palace, by the fat Adanejan, and by the Bi-wian- 
ton, ae junior Meu, who acts as the Mast^ of Oem^ 
monies in the absence of his principal These worthies 
were in poor "Hausa tobes," showing that we wei» 
not likely to see royalty that day. 

After waiting causelessly half an hour, we received a 
sninmons to enter. ReraoTing our uniform capst, ire 
passed through the Gate of Tears into a deep, gloomy 
bam, so dark that we could hardly distingui^ tke two 
diaracteristic featuces, women selling provisionB on ihe 
right, and on the left "Gezo's immense war-dram, 
chapletted with fikulls.''? The inner court, which we 
were fitted to learn by heart, bore a family resemblance 
to that of Kana. Here, howeyer, the westerly side 
«as a partially whitewashed royal store-hoise for cbtb, 
cawriea, and nun — the noten silver, and copper of the 
country. At its northern extremity, a rough ladder 
led to an immcoise bou-ded-up window in the sectmd 
story, and giving to the whole the appearance of a 



* This, tha national omflamme, is oilled Kon (with & veij nasnl S, 
Minndjng like N6, a thing), & (that), pwe (able), to (be that does). It 
i* a title amamed by King Oezo, sod meawsg, " He is able'to do aag- 
tiaxtg ha likes." Ai vill be seen, it was first tskea bj him when he 
imported fnim England a carriage and hones, and it is applied -to ^ 
^th, and to other aitioles of Bahomaa Tanitf. 
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grange. At the bottom of the court was the usual 
thatched baro, like the men's guard-house outeide ; and 
four white, with three tulip-tinted, umbrellas, Bhowed 
the King's place. The square was scattered over with 
trees and fetish. On the right side were five Legbas 
undef one iittle tiiatch. To the left rose four fetish 
huts, each containing a dwarf whitewashed idol. The 
most remarkable figure, a Janus, composed of two 
naked bodies joined a tergo, was made of dark clay, 
with glaring white ejea, and two pair of antlers, bending 
inwards. Probably this " Auld Homie " has been bor- 
rowed from the Portuguese idea of Sathanas. 

The list of presents has been given in the Fre&ce. I 
may be allowed to say of them a few words. 

1. The tent was found to be too small, and, indeed, 
to sit under it for an hour would have been hardly 
possible. We were obhged to pitch it with our own 
hands, which evinced compUcation, and, in a land of 
white ants, metal, not wooden, pegs were required, as 
Mr. Bdgington, whose cards fell in a shower from the 
boxes, should have known. The article was handsome, 
more so, perhaps, than anything belonging to the King ; 
yet [the only part of it admired was the gingerbread 
lion on the pole-top. • 
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2. The pipe was never used, Gelele prefening, for 
lightness, liis old red clay and ■wooden stem. 

3. The belis caused great disappointment : all the 
officials declared that bracelets had been mentioned to 
Commodore Wilmot. Africans are offended if their 
wishes are not exactly consulted, and they mulishly 
look upon any such small oversight as an intended 
ahght. 

4. The silver waiters were very much admired, and 
their use was diligently inquired into. 

5. The coat of mail was found too heavy ; and, as it 
will certainly be hung up, fired at, and broken by the 
King, a common cuirass would have been better. The 
gauntlet was too small, and, like the former article, not 
galvanized. 

But what about the carriage and horses 1 
I vainly, for the dozenth time, explained the difficulty 
of sending them. It was disposed of at once with con- 
summate coolness. Carriages had been brought, and 
could come again. If the horses died upon the beach at 
Whydah, no matter. King Gezo, after obtaining an 
equipage, had taken the strong name Nun-u-pwe-to, 
and the son burned to emulate the sire. My hints 
touching the propriety of some concession, on their 
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part, in the cause of humanity, were as cavalierly 
ignored. 

A few words toocbing presents to Africaa princes, 
the sole object of whose foreign friendships is to obtaia 
them, and with whom those who pay the highest are, 
and ever will be, the most powerful. I have alreadj 
mentioned one requisite for eontwting them, namdy, 
attending to their wishes. A second and a third are, 
that the gifts should be rich and i^owy, or, at least, 
well assortis* and that they shoold not come too often. 
It is commonly supposed in England, that anything is 
good enough for a barbarian ; and I hare ae^i presents 
sent out which a West-AfHcan chief woold hardly 
think of giving to his slave. The old days of the ttrnte 
familiarised the higher ranks with a kind of Bu^;nifi- 
cence, and they have not forgotten it. 

At Dahome, everything given to the King is carried 

* In Dahome, forinstance,atthB present time : A silTer liquenr-oaae, 
with dx battles, each labelled, and a dozan Btroag and onuunented 
glntes ; a pair oC portable ntahoganjr tAbloB, about thiae fwt in dia- 
meter ) a dozen good ohairs for guestB : they mast be of iron, or they 
will be brokea in a. month ; a strong lanteTn for night uss ; Engjiafa 
Vnioa Jacks, and other flags — the bigger and gaudier the better. On 
one oocBsion the Eiag sent me a message, that he vehemently wanted 
MBe large banners ioacribed with H^ Majesty's angmt name, finally, 
all these African, kings, Irom Oslele fa> Bumanika of Karagwah, are 
dMighted with children's toys, gatta-peroha fsoa, Noah's Arks; in ftd^ 
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to the palace during the hours of darkness, and ia coQt 
eealed with care from the multitude. On the other 
hand, the meanest article presented by him, after being 
paraded round the squares, that tbe King's munificence 
maj be known to tbe Trhole world, is sent in state to the 
happy recipient's boose. Under these circumstancea, 
it is some satisfaction to know that the " dash " in 
these regions, like the bribe in Asia, is omnipotent. 

On the present occasion, the King never even uttered 
an expression of gratitude. His disappointment soeii 
pierced through his poUtenesa, which was barely re- 
tained by a state of feeling best expressed in our 
popular adage, — " Better luck next time," ejqwciaUy ia 
the matter of an English carriage and horsesi 

When the tent had been pitched, the other boxes 
were carried by three juvenile captainesses under the 
King's barn-verandah, and we were summoned by the 
eld slave w(Hnen to open them. Despite their respectj 
and almost adoration, for the royal person, all the bar- 
barian officiality presoit made trial of the pipe and the 
gauntlets. They asked us to do the same, wh^i I 



whst would be most acceptable to a child of tight — wbictli the ii^;ro is. 
Unfortniiately, I oould find none upon the coaet, where they bib ued 
only in the Batooga ivoiy trade. 
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informed them that such was not our idea »f respect to 
crowned heads. The young Amazona presently bore the 
gifts into the interior, carefully closing the door, — a 
huge, rudely cut board, carved into a human head, with 
stripes for hair, a face, and a knife, with other Fetish 
objects, stuck about it The messengers brought us 
water and Akansan bread,* which my companions 
mixed with the element. A bottle of Medoc was pro- 
duced from the royal cellar : it was lukewarm, and 
far too sour to drink. Yet X hare no doubt but that it 
was bought with gold. This is the inevitable result of 
trading with slavers, who sell the worst of everything 
for the highest prices ; the refuse of European markets 
for a cargo which, if successful, fetches ten times its cost 
price. Upon this subject the Dahomans have not been 
blinded ; but, hke children, they want to eat and keep 
their pudding, to combine the profits of Illicit with the 
benefits of licit commerce, and the constant formula is, 
that what white men have done, white men must undo. 
Presently the young women returned, bearing the 
royal request that we would withdraw to our former 



* See Chapter V. This ouBtom of pladng t table before the viaitor 
with " plenty of letjeshment, botli of Bolide and li^uidB," waB pnotiBed 
by King Gezo.— Mr. Duncan, to], i. p. 243. 
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place under lUie thin tamarind. This -was to enable the 
" King's wives " to inspect the tent without approaching 
t6o near us. The Amazons again disappeared to re- 
port, and they soon brought back a dismissal decanter 
of rum, with the evil tidings that my " Message " 
would be heard at another opportunity. 

At 1"15 P.M. we retired, after the unusually short 
corvee of three hours. The rain-sun was dangerous 
when it broke through the clouds, despite occasional 
puffs of cool sea-breeze. We entered the house in 
time to escape a heavy storm from the east, rising 
against the lower wind. It had all the characteristics 
of a tomado, rattling, crackling thunder, with pro- 
longed electric crepitations ; vivid, rose-coloured, forked 
hghtning appearing to hck the earth with the tip of 
its fiery tongue ; and gusts, that tore the thatched 
roofs from the houses, and sounded hke discbarges of 
artillery. Parenthetically, we hardly ever had a shower 
without these displays of electricity, and the Whydah 
men characteristically complained that I had brought 
them too near heaven. Rain fell in lozenges, like the 
cross-hatching of engravers' shadows, and afterwards 
in perpendicular torrents, that fiooded the clayey ground 
in a few minutes. The mass of storm shifted gradually 
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to die nertb, and cleared away after two houra, allajing 
for as many daja the vehement plague of dost. 

I wilt conclude this chapter trith a few words touching 
our landlord, who holds moch the same position, in 
respect to King Gelele, as did Dr. Deo to Queen 
Elizabeth. He is, I hare said, the son of the last ruler's 
pet mediciner, and for many years he was a man of 
little note. Hariag attached himself to the actual 
monarch wh^i the latter was a cadet, and by no means 
a faFourite son, he predicted to hint a crown ; whence 
his present influence. He aoon exchanged his litUe 
huts, which many at Agbome remember, for a laige 
establishment, and he was enriched by the usual proi- 
c^s, When the King desires to h<UK)ur a subject^ he. 
gives him a larger, or a smaller, gang of slavesi By 
selling these, and applyii^ them to palm oU, Fortuoatus 
obtains wealth, witjiout whicK in Africa, there ia bo 
trne natality. 

I sson had a conversation with the Buko-no, on the 
sdbject of his specialty, the Afst* diTinatioo. It is a pro- 
fitable trade ; every one in the country who can a&rd it 

* The Dahoman form of tlie Ifa of Egba-laml, the gei of wudom sod 
jirai^ieer- Hia origin Ib from Um nytlacal eify of Ife, or Eg, a» tlw Efoa 
ooatraota tlie word. I have giveu rough outlines of the worahip in 
" WttsderiigB in West Afnea, — Ab«*uta," cfaap. it. 
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" gets Afii,;'' as the phrase is. Even English and otber 
mulattos coiuult the oracle, ■without, however, owniiig 
ta the belief. The master and stndent must repair to 
sacred, retired, and shady spots, scattered ahout the 
fields juid buah.* After long ceremoniea the diviner 
finda out the «gn or sjmbol representing the features 
of (he neophyte ; he th^t demands a heavy initiatioQ 
fee ; ten heads are the minimum required evea from 
a poor man, whilst the rich would pay a hundred. The 
popl thai receives sixteen palm-nut ommter^ and is 
taught thdr use. As he cannot learn nnicit of so daik 
an art, he must take professional advice on all important 
matters ; but the subsequent fees are light, being 
chiefly presents of fowls and provisions. Finally, the 
neophyte is taught by the " Master of Afa " what to 
abstain from — beef or mutton, brandy or palm-wine, like 
the Eechabites obeying their father Jonadab. Aia 
begins before the Dahoman's birth, informing his parent 
what ancestor has sent him into the world; it is 
his intimate companion and councillor throughout life 

* I hare Bometimea found them to engaged. It ii an anolent praotioa. 
So Cain and Abel lacrificed ia the fielde (Qen. iv. 8); Uua meditated, 
or prayed, in the coimtry {Osn. zziv. 63) ; Ellas on Uount Cumei; 
John the Baptist in. the Desert of Jndea; Jeaus in the Qairden4< 
Olirea ; and Mohammed on Jebel Nur. 
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until he roadies tiio graye which it has predicted to 
him. 

The Buko-no ignored the Yoruban triad, Shango, 
Oro, and Obatala ; bat he agreed with the Egbas about 
Aia. Seeing that I had some knowledge of the craft, 
he produced from a calico bag his " book," a board, 
like that used by Moslem writing-masters, but two feet 
long by eight inches, and proTided with a dove-tail 
handle. One side of this abacus contained what are 
called the sixteen " mothers," or primary, the otiier 
showed as many children, or secondary, figures.* Each 

* The following nota will expl&io the luo of the palm-imtB, aai the 
namei of the figures : — 

In throwing Afa, tiie reveisnd man, or the soholu, if soffioieDtly 
kdranoed, takee 16 of the fleshjr nats of a palm, resembling the ooooa- 
tree; theie ue cleared of sarcocarp, and are marked with oertain 
Afii-da, or Afa strokes. 

When Fate is oonsolted, the 16 nuts are thrown from the right hand 
to the left; if one is left behind, the priest marks two ; if two, one (the 
oontraiy may be the case, as in Enropean and Asiatic geomancy) ; and 
thus the 16 parents are formed. 

The 16 are thus named and made: — 

1 . n Called Bw& Megi : it is the Mother of all. 



2. I I YekaM^ 
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-tras in an obloag of cut and blackened lines, whilst at the 
top were arbitrary marks— circles, squares, and others, 
to connect the sign with the day. It began with the 
Bwe-Megi, the figure, assigned to Voduu-he — fetish day. 



1 1 1 1 Wndde, or Ode-Uegi. 



Ur&a Megi i ui iBTeraion of No. 5. 



Akla Megi ; or AbU inTert«d. 



GndiL Megi ; an iDveiuon of No. 9. 
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or Sunday, — whose mnemonic Bymbol was six dots in ■&. 
cirde ; whilst Monday had a sphere vithin a.s{^ere. 
It 'was a palpable deriration frMn the geomascy itf t^e 
Greekfi, muoh cultivated by the Araha nnder the name 
of El Eaml (>^l)' " ^^ sand," because the figure* 



Taripwen Hegi. 



t I 



TulaHegi. 



13. I I Lete Megi ; or TuU inrerttd. 



11. II II Eg Megi. 

I r 

II II 
II It 

15. I I Che Megi. 



IG. II II FiiMegi: oonsidered the Father of alL 



These 16 pnrents mij have many children. Nos. 18 and 2, for- 
iDBtanoe, make i | 



1 I 
—and so on, shoving an infinito power of oombination. 
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were cast upon tlie desert floor. " Napoleon's Book 
of Fate " is a notable specimen of Buropean and 
modem Tulgarisation. The A&ictsi Afa is not, as iu 
Asia, complicated with astrology ; and no regard being 
paid to the relative position of figures, it is compara- 
tirely imartfal. Two details proved to me ite Modem 
origin : the Teadii^ of the figures is from right to left, 
aaid there are seven dajs, whereas the hebdomadal 
week is beyond the negro's oi^;amsation.* The £uko- 
no, however,, is not bigoted ; -he is more knawe than 
Ibol. Before his i»tainers he must keep up the ferce of 
&ith ; .but in private he frieely owns that the Afa, by 
■niaeii -a tree can be destroyed and the hour of man's 



* When travellers talk of an African week, they atuoiucioQsly allad« 
to thegreat markets, whiob give their namas to the days, and which 
MBur at diiFereat iatervals m. different plooes. Here there «se four. 
The first is the Ajjahi, in Agbome : it was Ajjrahi day on Saturday, 
Febrnary 6, 18G4. The second is the Miyokhi, a large market at 
Eatia; alio the Uhnn-jro, in Agbome: Sunday, Fahiuaryi?, 1864, 
would be called Uhnii-jro day. The third is the Adogirin, at Eana, and 
the foiua, a litUfl pnviBioiL madcet, near the Dahome Palac*. The 
fourth is the Zoghodomen, near Agrime ; ako the Ako-Je-je-gn, near 
the Gan's house at Agbome. The word means Ako (family),^d« (one), 
■uid j.9P> (tn^ up olotheG to tight). All thesB'Old nasies are myBterioos, 
and little known to the people — the mi«sianariee oall them " parables," — 
sad Hay admit of 'many iaterpTetatiena. Some explain it by, " If 
the Singl^Ts hisorowa to'eno aoDi'thereet most obey him;" 'Dtjuis 
by, " If any people boast their valonr, let them oome to Dahome and 
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death can be predicted, is merely the means of Ut^- 
hood — the King's A& always excepted. 

This rationalistic admission, howeyer, did not prevent 
the Buko-no at once making a sacrifice to his god, for 
having brought a " good stranger " to the King. The 
dancing and singing in his "compound" lasted till dawn, 
and in token of the favourable issue of his divination, 
he sent us next morning a dish of palm-oili stained 
yams, stewed with pieces of boiled goat This, con- 
sidering his habitual parsimony, was going far. 

The Senior sets out on his nag, with his suite, to the 
palace, at 6 or 7 every morning. He squats or stretches 
himself, dozing, smoking, chatting, eating, and drinking, 
in one of the outside sheds, ready to be summoned at a 
moment's notice within. Sometimes, but rarely, he 
revisits his house for an hour about noon, when he bar- 
ricades the door, and is not "at home." The post- 
meridional are spent like the morning hours, and he is 
rarely dismissed before dark, often not till deep in the 
night. These people seem hardly to take natural 
rest ; the drum and the dance may be heard at his 
quarters until dawn, and he delares that if this mode of 
life were changed he should fall ill. Like the Dahoman 
dignitaries in general, he must be sober, under pain of 
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*" King's palaver." He cannot be said to have an hour's 
hberty, or to be his own master for a day, whilat the 
King is in the city. He leads the life of the East Indian 
Dhobi's dog, " Na ghar ka, na ghat ka."* Such is ike 
routine of a Dahoman noble. What an existence to 
love! 

The Buko-no has lately married a young princess,— 

" BIjthe and buxoDie at bedde and boarde," 

with ■whom Love is yet the Lord of all ; we shall pre- 
sently meet her in the palace. According to etiqaette, 
he must prefer her to all his other spouses, of whom he 
has eighty. He is perpetually begging us for aphro- 
disiacs ; t and on one occasion his wives, overhearing 
the request, loudly accused him of taking away their 
good name. He is very jealous of these ladies, and 



* " A wuliennaii'B dog, neither of the home nor of the gphant" (wherfr 
the maater WBahes). 

t Similarly, Captain Phillips relates to lu that the nxoriona old " King 
of Whidaw," when about to many (probablj a 3000th wife), applied to 
hitn for a ntndlet of brand;, as a ChriBtmaa present for the hride's- 
friends and bis " capposhiers," and for a " strong- back medioine " far 
himself. He sent the ship's surgeon, who gave him a dose of oantharides, 
" whioh so heated the old man's reins that he became, aa it were, a 
youngster onoe more," and on the next morning related to the atraogers 
varioiu impeitinenoes. 
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often dedares that a womaa is the only thing which a* 
maa should not share with his friend. We constancy 
he£ff them singing, chattering, and quarrelling -within ; 
but they rarely appear ; and on one occasion he accused 
my Krumen of making too free with our " ftir " 
neighbours. They are mostly black, rarely brown; 
like Shakspere's waves, they " curl their monstrous 
heads " into the semblance of a prize cauliflower, and 
their dress is a long white sheet, extending to the 
uiklea, passed under the arms and over the bosom. At 
times the faster lot play at bo-peep, when le brvide is 
away ; bat as they are never alone, matters cannot go 
too far. 

Christmas here was distinguished by a violent storm 
of thunder, lightning, and rain, the latter, as the old 
traveller says, " more like fountains than drops, and 
hot, as if warmed over a fire." Our modem copy of 
Jjhe ancient Saturnalia opened with a cool, grey morn- 
ing, almost as cloudy and sunless as could be expected 
in the Black Korth. We duly drank to the land we 
live out of, and the day ended with a heathenish 
dance of the haramock-men, to whom rum had heea. 
issued. The Mission servants joined, and the boy 
Richard Doau distinguished himself by the activity of 
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A rat, the cunning of a fox, and the impudence of a 
London sparrow. The next day was a half Har- 
mattan, which made the natives don warm wrappers, 
lose appetite, and shun the bath. We, nn-Ascians, 
dehghted in the cold, dry air, accumulating positive 
electricity, and throwing off the negativity of the 
humid plain-heat. We bade adieu to anorexy, felt 
" hinc sanitas " now, and were ready to hymn, with 
holy Mr. Herbert, — 

" Sweet day ! so oad, so coha, to br^t," 

Our first passage of arms with " Fantakaka," the 
old Buko-no, occurred on Christmas eve. The 
King has virtually abolished the custom of cribbing, 
cabining, and confining visitors till the Kessage is 
delivered.* To my request that the landlord would 
provide us with a guide, as we pui^osed going out 
shooting in the morning he returned various frivolous 
excuses. I at once sent an interpreter to 1^ Prince 



* Br. M'Leod, vlio bad made MmBtlC obnoxiona, reqeired a menage, 
wben appljiDg for permission to depart, that h? was to become a Kituft 
tlate, meaning, not obo who bad aetnallj to Uboui, bnt a ■&!» lavonu. 
This, whioh be justtj' calls the " bleakest prospect imaginable," wsa a 
mtre tsraporar} act of oaprioe. 
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ChjTudatoD, Tcho, in reply, begged pardon for the old 
maa's folly, and requested me not to act before bis 
visit. He came to us in the morning, heard my com- 
plaint, and went with it to the palace. In the evening, 
the Buko-no met us with an ample apology, a quarter 
of beef, a promise of a guide, and an offer of intro- 
duction to the " princess." 

The King usually supplies bis guests with pure 
water : in our case, however, the courtesy was ne- 
glected. We had forgotten — future travellers will not — 
to take a large dripstone filter, and we were beginning 
to suffer from the white, clayey stuff brought to us by 
our lazy hamtnock-men and servants. The element is 
here about as scarce as in Thorold Square and Hollybusb 
Place. Sin dagbwe diyye ! — " Good water this ! " is a 
cry ever heard in the streets, and pots full are sold in 
every market. "We therefore engaged four Sin-no or 
" water-mothers," as they are called, to supply us with 
a sufiSciency for the day. Unfortunately, as soon as 
they could collect a few cowries, they would stay at 
home for a week. 

To reduce our establishment, I sent back five of the 
Mission boys to Whydah, with orders to wait for and 
return with our letters. They would do nothing : their 
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sole efforts were confined to eating and talking, in 
whicli two pursuitB, but in these only, I must own that 
they displayed all the Anglo-Scandinavian energy and 
competition. As is usual in the land, every one was 
afflicted with " a paralytic distemper which, seizing the 
arm, the man cannot but choose shake his elbow ; " — 
they gambled from morning till night. The favourite 
game is Aji-do ; * probably the most ancient form of 
talfliers, or tables ; hut here it is far from the civUi- 
satioQ of " evangiles de dots." It is played on a board, 
Avith twelve cups, the antagonists taking the six nearest 
to them ; four tessercB, dropped into each, are moved 
round from left to right, until the last cowrie falls 
upon two or three of the adversary's, and takes them. 
There^ is another, and a somewhat more complicated 
game, called Sigi-to.f 

On St. John's Day (December 27), Mr. Cruikshank, 
when returning from the palace, where he had been 



' From Aji (the GuUandina Bondno saed, which was origiaalij- used 
in it), and d6 (a Iiole). The KBme is the Sa' Leone " Wari," tlie Ashanti 
Warra, the Fanti Wal, the Egba'a Ajo, and the Bao of Usawahili and 
Zanzibar : it ia plaf ed iu a great varietj of waja. 

f From Bigi (the dice with whioh it ia pUyed}, and td (a town). The 
dice made ia Agbome ara very Tude ; but maaifesUy aa imitation of the 
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treatiog an Amazon for & deeply-seated inflammation 
of the eye, saw the war-chiefe arriving at the capital 
from the last outHstations, and parading before tlie 
palace. Thia was a bint that the Customs would com- 
mence at once. 
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CHAPTER Xni. 

OP THE OEAND CUSTOMS AND THE iitNirAL CUSTOMS 
GENEBALLT. 

The word "Custom" is used to signify^ iho cost or 
charges paid to the King at a certain aeason in the 
year. It is borrowed bj us from our predecessors on 
the West African Coast — the old French — who wrote 
eoiitume,* and the Portuguese costume, meaning habit 
or usage. 

The Qisnd Customs f are performed onlj after the 
death of a king. They excel the annual rites in splen- 
dour and in bloodshed, for which reason the ioiccessar 
defers them till he has become sufficiently wealtlr^. 
The " History," which was not written in the days of 
details, gives curaiJrily some terrible accounts of the 



* So Bwbot (i. 4} spealu of La ayOtamt (the tax) <b Pormwr. 
■(■ J}c. M'Lcod (p. 59] dutingDulieB titem aa douMa oiutBiu, opposed 
to eiogle oiutomi ; bnt he is singalai in thii. 
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slaughter and of the barbarities which accompanied it 
"In the months of January, Februaiy, and March 
(1791), the .ceremonies of the Grraod Coatoros and of 
the King's coronation, took. place; the ceremonies of 
which lasted the whole three months, and were marked 
almost every day with human blood. Captain Fayrer, 
and particularly Mr. Hogg, Governor of Appolonia, 
were present ; and both affirm that not less than five 
hundred men, women, and children fell " victims to 
revenge and ostentation, under the show of piety. 
Many more were expected to fall ; but a sudden 
demand for slaves having thrown the lure of avarice 
before the King* he, like his ancestors, showed he was 
not insensible to its temptation." 

The curious reader will find at the end of the pre- 
sent volume a paper by the Rev. Mr, Bemaeko, who 
was present at the last Grand Customs performed in 
November, 1860, by the present sovereign, to honour 
the manes of his sire. Although the horrors of this 
rite were greatly exaggerated, with ridiculous adjuncb^f 

* Agongoro (Wbeenoahew), tlie grandiather of tlie reigning soTereigu. 

t For ioBUnce, the Eorope-wide report that the king floated a oukoa 
And paddled faumielf in a taitk fall of human blood. It arose from the 
onttom of ooUeotiog the goro of the viotime in one or two pita about two 
feet deep and four in dianteter. See Appendix III. 
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iu Europe, it is clear that very little change has taken 
place, especially in the number of victims, during two- 
thirds of a century. 

The yearly Costoms were first heard of by Europe 
in the days of Agaja the Conqueror (1708-1727), 
although they had doubtless been practised many years 
before him. They form, in fact, continuations of the 
Grand Customs, and they periodically supply the de- 
parted monarch with fresh attendants in the shadowy 
world. They are called by the people Khwe-ta-nun 
"The yearly head thing," and Anun'gbome* "Groing 
to Agbome in the Dries." The number of victims 
has been much swollen by report. Mr. James, at the 
beginning of the present century, found the maximum 
of tliree several years to be sisty-five. Commander 
Forbes, who writes feelingly, owns that, in the later 
years of King Cezo's reign, not more than thirty-six 
heads fell I have laid down a total of at most eighty 
during the time of my mission, and of these non^ 
except the criminal part, were Dahoman.* 



* Literally, aniin (in the dries after the rains), 'gbomen, for Agbomen 
(•M icill go to Agbome). The other name is khwe (year), ta (head), non 
(thing). 

t Bo Mr. Dimcan states, " The people thus aaorifioed are geoetallf 
prisonen of var, whom the king often seta aside foi this porpoae . • . . 
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The seasou of the Customs, which c<»iibme canuTal, 
general muster, and Uis de justice, seemB to comprise 
the whole year, except the epoch of the annual SJave- 
hunts, here dignified by the name of "w^rs." For 
instance, at present the King purposes to set out on 
hiB marauding expedition in February, and to return 
in March or ApriL He th^ lodges at the J^be 
Palace, "spreads a table" (in othes' words, gives a 
banquet), and purchases the captives from his soldiery. 
The next move is to the country-quarters at Eana, 
irhere, about May, he will perform the Oyo Custonsf,* 
and then take his rest — a happy murderer. In N.o- 
Tember, when the rains are ended, he will summon his 
chie&, ^eep at the Adan-we Fahtce, and on the next 
day make a ceremonious entrance into his capital, like 
that which I have just described. This year varitsis 
d^ys have put off the rit^ till Deoember. 

The annual Customs are <£ two kinds. The first — 
which happemed, for instance, in 1863-63 — ^is called 
Atto-ton-khwe, or the Attof year, from ±he AttO(, or 

Should there h« any lack of these, the uombei ia nmcte np Inim the 
most coDTenient of hia awn suhjeots." Such, however, a not, I balieTe, 
the cnatom dow. 

• See Chap. VJL 

t Pronoaaoed AttAW. In the Hietorj there u mention of flwr pU- 
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platform, in the Ajyabi market, whence the tIc- 
tims are precipitated. Of its peculiaritiea we have 
sketches by Mr. Norrie (1772) and M. Wallon (1856- 
58), finished descriptions and poor drawings by Com- 
mander Forbes (1849-50), and, later still, an official 
account by Commodore WUmot.* The second is the 
So-Bin-khwe (1863-64), the " Horse-tie year," and the 
reason of the name will prraently appear. As yet, no 
trayeller has, I believe, described the ceremonies of the 
So-sin, which, however, differ but little from those of 
the Atto. 

forms, raiaed stages of roiig;li timber, oorered with alStlig and pronded 
Trith seats for the King and his Tisitors, Oezo redaoed the number to 
one, and his boh has H^ain «soeUed him hy deubling it. 
* See Appendix III. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

THE kino's "80-SW CUSTOM." 

SECTION A. 
Mrsl Day of the King's Annual Customs. 

Eably on the Day of the Innocents (December 
28t,h), a discharge of musketry near the palace and a 
royal message infonned us that the Customs had begun, 
and that our presence at the palace was expected. We 
delayed as long as was decent, and, shortly after noon, 
raountJDg our hammocks, we proceeded by the usual 
way to the Komasi House. 

In the Uhun-jro market-place, outside the Ako-chyo 
6ate, and not attached, as it used to be, to the palace- 
wall, stood a victim shed, completed and furnished. 
From afar the shape was not unlike that of an English 
village church — a bam and a tower. The total length 
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was about 100 feet, the breadth 40, and the greatest 
height 60. It was made of roughly-squared posts, 
nine feet high, and planted deep in the earth. The 
ground-fioor of the southern front had sixteen poles, 
upon which rested the joists and planks suppoi-ting the 
pent-shaped roof of the barn. There was a western 
double-storied turret, each front having four posts.* 
The whole roof was covered with a tattered cloth, 
blood-red, bisected by a single broad stripe of blue 
check. 

In the turret and the barn were twenty victims. 
All were seated on cage stools, and were bound to the 
posts which passed between their legs ; the ankles, the 
shins under the knees, and the wrists being lashed 
outside with connected ties. NecJdaceS of rope, passing 
behind the back, and fastened to the. upper arms, were 
also made tight to the posts. The confinement was not 
cruel : each victim had an attendant squatting behind 
him, to keep off the flies ; all were fed four times a 
day, and were loosed at night for sleep. As will be 

* We find in the History (print, p, 130) a single thatohed and open 
shed, vtth twelve men aitting on the groond : their hand* are Isihed as 
now. The late king added a turret of one story, and the present roler a 
seoond stage. Id the old illnstration there are twelve horses tied to the 
binder posts, we saw bnt thre«. 
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shoTni, it is the King's object to keep tbem in the best 
of humours. 

The dress of these victims Tras that of state critnituits. 
They 'wore loDg white nightcaps, frith spinds of blue 
ribbon sewn on, and calico shirts of ^on-Baropesn 
cot, decorated round the neck and down the ^ecrves 
'with red bindings, and vith a crimson patch on the 
left breast. The remaining garment 'was a loiit-cloth, 
almost hidden by the "camise." It was an ominous 
sight ; but at times the King exposes 'without slaying 
his victims. A European mider the circarastaaces 
iTOuId hare attempted escape, and in all probabifity 
-would hare succeeded : these moi will allow thMiwlves 
to be led to slaughter like kmbs. It is, I imagine, the 
imeertainty of their &rte that produces this extraordi- 
0317 tumek^aaee. They mailed time to music, and 
they chattered togetho', especially remaining ua Pos- 
edbly they -were speculating upon t^e chances of a 
pardon."' 

We dismounted, as usual, at the palace comer, and 
the Harmattan sun made us take refuge under one of 

• Esaotly the same thing is oburved ia the History. " The luha^iy 
TMtuna, thoDgh oonacdovs of their impeiiding f&te, were not indifibrent 
te tbb mono, wMoh thsy seemed to eajoy by rakdeaTonring' to beat time 
tcit." 
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tbe abeda. A proce^on vma walking round ^e 
square — a mob of followers escorting the Sc^an, or 
Horse Captain,* who was riding bareheaded under a 
white umbrella. This high official, who is under the 
Meu, opens the Customs by taking all the chargers 
from their owners, and by tying them up, whence the 
word " So-sin." The animals must be redeemed, ailer 
a few days, with a bag of cowries. 

A gun, fired inside the palace, warned us that royalty 
was about to appear. A corps of " Amazons " streamed 
from, and formed a rough line iu front of, the Komasi 
Gate. The King, under a gorgeous umbrella, and the 
usual parasol upheld by his wires, stalked down a lane 
through the thick crowd towards his own propcET So- 
siu. This was a shanty fronting, and about 150 pacra 
from, the palace. It rroembled lie Uhun-jro, ot 
market-shed to the N.N.£ast, but it lacked the turret 
Thirty baited and badly-dressed tree-trunks, and a 
stroDg scantling of roughly-squared timber, supported 
the first-floor, which was without walls. The thatch of 
the pent-roof was hidden, as in the other So-sin, by a 
glaring blood-red calico, with long black stripes along 
the ridge and eaves. Splints of bamboo frond were 

* Bo (hone], and pa (captain). 
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planted in the ground, and a thin cord of " tie-tie," or 
tree-bark, railed off between them and the public a 
space, some four feet broad, into which only the King 
is aUcwed to penetrate. I counted nine victims on the 
ground-floor and ten above,* lashed to nearly every 
second post of the front opposite the palace. They 
resembled in all points those of the market-shed, and 
looked wholly unconcerned, whilst their appearance did 
not attract the least attention. Yet I felt haunted by 
the presence of these morituri, with whose hard fate 
the dance, the song, the dole, and the noisy merriment 
of the thoughtless mob afforded the saddest contrast. 

Between the Komasi Gate and this " palace shed " 
was planted a tall T-shaped pole, rough, black, and 
hung with white rugs at each end of the croaspiece. 
This is a Bo-fetish, guarding the present Custom. 
Hear it, under a pair of exceedingly shabby umbrellas, 
sat, on the dignity of caboceers' chairs and stools, the 
representatives of the Agasun-no, the highest fetisheer 
in the city. The head man, or deputy, wore a huge 
flapped felt hat, and a body-cloth striped blue and 
white. When the Agasun-no appears in person before 

* Theie were moat probiLblj tirentj riotiiDs in the paUoe ilied, u in 
tbe market shed. 
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the monarch the latter must remove his saadals, pro- 
strate himself before the churdi, kiss the ground, and 
throw a little dust upon his forehead, whilst all the 
courtiers take a sand batii, and white men stand up 
and bow. Methought they did Dot regard us with an 
over-friendly eye, but such is, perhaps, the custom of 
reverend men generally with re^ct to those not of 
their own persuasion. 

The King having visited his fetish, returned towards 
the palace, surrounded by five of hia principal officers. 
At a signal, we advanced, bared heads, shook hands, 
and snapped fingers with him ; he cordially and re- 
peatedly returned the compliment, inquiring politely 
about our health. He then returned to his station 
near the palace gate,* where the Amazons, after sally- 
ing out and parading about the square amongst the 
prostrate men, returned to him. The royal shed was 
ostentatiously small, open, and covered with poor 
coloured cloths ; a line of twelve umbrellas, the two 
most gorgeous being outside, formed a verandah, and 
inside the parasol showed the place of the King. He 

' So Jehoshaphat and Ahab, kingH of Israel, placed Qi&a thronea in a 
void plaoe at tlie entering in. of the gate of Samaria (1 ChioD, xviii. 9). 
At Agbome, howerei, the oity gates are not plaoei for aitting, and the 
maiket i« only for boah folk. 
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occupied a kind of couch, strewed with haadBome 
bome-made cottons ; ia front of him, upon a mat, 
crouched a Dakro, or messengeress, and behind him 
stood aad sat a semicircle of wives. 

On the King's proper right was a lai^er shed, some- 
what like a two-poled tent. The mat and thatch were 
covered with cloth, parti-coloured at the sides and at 
tbe roof, whilst elsewhere it was of white calico, adorned 
with grotesque shapes. Unlike its neighbour, it was 
closed all round except at the entrance, which had for 
verandah two white umbrellas. Inside, at the bottom, 
was a kind of divan, and on the ground before it safc a 
small black child in red, and two w(Huen with wlHte 
caps and vests, and blue pagnes, with four or five 
others hardly distinguishable. The double posts sup- 
porting the entrance were clothed with red and pink 
silk ; about their middle hung a dozen abaeot caps, 
and under tbe verandah squatted a woman witlt a gun 
placed on a stool before her. 

This tent contained the reUcs of the old Ring. His 
ghost is supposed to be present, and all bow and pro- 
strate to it before noticing the present ruler. 

To Gelele's extreme right was ^planted' a white 'flag', 
with a blue cross ; around the staff a group of armed 
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women gathered. Immediately near the King, but 
leaying a square apace in front, were the Amazons, at 
squat, with their gun-barrels bristling upwards ; there 
were amongst them many young giria in training for 
military life. A half-naked boy lay on the ground 
within a few feet of the royal umbrellas, and-children 
are allowed behind the bamboos. On other occasiotis, 
juveniles, wholly nude, wandered about, heedless of re- 
proof and I have aeen two of them fighting before the 
tlirone. Even the lowest orders crossed the presence 
with an air for which, in Asia, their-feet and calves 
would have disappeared under the - bastinado. The 
barbarous nature of the African everywhere pierces 
through, whatever be the disguise. 

On the lefl of the King were the Amazon drums and 
rattles. In the open space between the throne And the 
bamboos lay the three calabashes supporting the three 
chieftains' brass-mounted akuUs.' Oa two large mats^of 
palm-Sbre were ranged shallow baskets,- which acted as 
saucers to calabashes some 2*50 feet in diameter. 
Three of them were adorned with silver crescents ant] 
stars, whilst all were covered '-above' and below witli 
various coloured calicoes— red, blue, yelloWj pink, and 
striped. - Periodically, knots of -eight'or nine^wmuMi 

A A 3 
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came from the palace mth latter or smaller gourds of 
provisions, -which they disposed upon a third mat in 
front of the King. 

In a much shorter time than it has taken the reader 
to peruse this mtse en sc^ne, the cahoceers and their 
followers, who were scattered over the square, gathered 
into a dense semicircle near the hamboos. The digni- 
taries sat or lay on the ground, tmarmed, under their 
white, blue, and fancy umbrellas. The little people 
were on foot behind them, and the women and girls 
stood aloof, peeping aa they best could. The total 
number present, including about 300 children, might 
have amounted to 2500, and I never saw at Agbome 
a larger gathering. 

The day opened with various preliminaries. Ten 
unarmed men were dancing in line before the Komasi 
Gate when the King came forth. The sally of the 
Amazons was succeeded by long and loud firing. 
After all were seated, the old Yevogan led us up to the 
bamboos, where, fronting the King, we exchanged 
salutations, — this was an invariable part of the cere- 
mony. The senior then conducted us to a place on the 
left or Meu's side of the male semicircle, close to a very 
strong band, whose two chiefe wore Phrygian bonnets 
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of red and blue velvet. A hole was dug in the ground 
and a large -white umbrella was planted over ua for 
shade, the " earth being beat tightly round it, similar to 
a large mushroom." Presently the Meu brought up a 
flask of gin and a calabash of Atfi^ or bean-cake, 
wrapped in plantain leaf, with a royal message that the 
" -white-man's captain " had sent, according to custom, 
this food to the King, and that he shared it with us 
{formula) ; whereupon we bowed our acknowledg- 
ments. 

Grelele then rose, and came from out his shed. His 
dress, besides the usual bracccB and a dark silk kerchief 
round his waist, was a blue-flowered damask shirt, a 
table-cover, in fact, and this was knotted on his left 
side. He formed an efiective picture : a fine taU figure, 
with shoulders towering above his wives, the head bent 
slightly forwards, and his hands clasped behind his 
back. There were hushed murmurs of applause, and 
the faces of his subjects expressed unaffected ad- 
miration. 

Sundry of the King's wives accompanied their lord, 
and stood or sat upon the ground behind him. None 
were handsome, but some had the piquancy of youth. 
Their strong point, as in the Italian and Spanish 
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women, was the pettinatura. The prettiest of the 
hair-dresses was a short crop, Uke lamhswool, some- 
times stMned blue, as with indigo. The pWnest was 
the melon-stripe, where the short hair was plaited in 
lines, exposing the scalp between. The most grotesque 
was the semblance of pepper grainSi or of cloves stuck 
in a bam; formed by twisting up single little wool 
spirals. Another pecuhar coiffure was the tuft, varjing 
from one to four, some small as thimbles, others large 
as the Turk's-caps on lamp chimneys ; they rose sharp 
and solid from the clean brown scalp, and seemed 
made of black relvet, burned reddish by the sun. 
The princesses wore the h^r hke a fez, bristling 
stiff to the height of six inches, and looking 
compact as ebony wood. A few had bear's ears, 
two tufta upon the "region of cautiousness;" others 
wore' the scxirlet feather of an oriole stuck in their 
sable locks. 

Immediately behind the King stood three wives — 
one with the head shaven and naked, the second with 
long hair, and the third with a piincely "fez." They 
sheltered his uncapped poll with three gorgeous tent- 
umbrellas of cotton velvets, whilst a foorth protected 
idm with a gaj parasoL . The first was a parody npon 
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the Sacrd Cfewr— which the Dahomans admire, probably , 
because it 8u^!;e8t8 tearing out the foeman's heart. 
Each lappet of the valance was alternately green and 
crimson ; in the upper part was a larger cross, red or 
yellow, with a black or white border, and below it, of 
the same hue, an object manifestly intended for a 
human heart but broken into crockets. In the centre 
of this was a better shaped heart with a small white 
medial cross ; and both were disposed apex downwards. 
The second showed an upper line of white crosslets on 
black velvet ; below it was a blue shark, edged white 
and yellow, with a red and purple eye, resting upon 
crimson or claret-coloured velvet, which was lined with 
a binding like that of the animal. The third, and the 
most splendid, was capped with a very heraldic wooden 
lion, painted the brightest saffron. The lappets showed 
the king of the beasts grasping in the dexter paw a 
white scimitar, and below it a biped, very negro, witti 
dazzling white knickerbockers and no legs to speak of, 
vainly upholding a blue sword blade. Both figures were 
an red groiind, parseme with little white crosses. This 
umbrella was equally grandly lined, whereas the two 
fanner were white inside. The diameters varied from 
six to ten feet, rendering them unmanageable in 
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wiady weather. The poles were seven feet long, and 
instead of wires they had square rods connected by 
strings, probably brought by the Portuguese, and easily 
to be distinguished from the rude native stick frames. 
They were kept open by a peg passed through the 
upper part of the handle. 

Before the speech began, four bundles of palm- 
matting which lay in^de the bamboo barrier, were 
opened by the women. Each contained a lamp-black 
drum, the largest three feet high, all with skin-heads 
lashed tight to about a dozen large pegs projecting a 
few inches below the top. They were decorated with 
small squares of red stufi* in front, with white, blue, and 
black cloths behind them, like four aprons of different 
sizes. These are called Ganchya "hun.* The word 
appUes especially to its pecuhar sound or beat, and, by 
inference, to the song of which it forms the accom- 
paniment. 

The King having hitched up his body-cloth, began 
an allocution in a low tone, as if " nervous." Men and 
women huissiers and heralds, standing on the right, 
and the youths calling themselves the "Donpwe," pro- 
cUimed attention by loud and long cries of " Ago I " 
* Hod, or nhim, is the generic name of « dram. 
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Audience ! — or " Oyez ! " * On the left a sharp double 
tap was struck on the cymbal, and all obeyed, The 
King spoke with the head a little on one side, assuming 
a somewhat goguenard air. His words were many and 
oft repeated ; the genius, or rather the poverty of the 
language necessitates verbosity. In so artless a tongue 
it is only hy " battology " and frequent repetition that 
the finer shades of meaning can be elicited. The sense 
is short to relate. " His ancestors had buUt rough and 
simple So-sin sheds. His father, Gezo, had improved 
them when ' making Customs ' for the ghost of AgoQ..i 
goro (Wheenoohew). It is good to beget children who 
can perform such pious rites. Therefore, he (Gelele) 
would do for his sire what he hoped that his son would 
do for him." And some score of men sat listening — 
about to die ! 

Presently, the women in attendance placed the 
drums before the King, and handed to him four hooked 
sticks. Upon these he spat, beat two of the instru- 
ments, and spoke during the intervals of drumming 
The. " Ganchya," I was told, is a new ceremony. 



• The general word for " eileiioe 1 " is " iifi.gl)6 I " Both at Abeokuta 
and at Agbome it is nnd when entering the houae, so as not to take the 
inmates \>j snrpriae. 
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A£ter listening to loud applause, and being saluted 
-with discharges of musketry, the King retired behind 
the curtain held by his mves, and whilst he drank the 
subjects went tiirough the usual ceremony. 

After resting awhile, Gelete stalked to the fore. In 
his lefl hand was a Kporge,* or singer's staff — a silver- 
headed and feruled stii^, two feet long. To, the upper 
part was fastened a square of silk kerchief, striped red 
and purple, and folded into a triangle. The apex was 
passed through silTer-lined eyelet-holes, like those that 
ia former times, amongst us, held the " beau's " cane 
tassel The King also wore the bard's insigDia— double 
necklaces of beads, disposed like aross belts over ihe 
breast, and with the usual pigtails behind. , After 
singing for awhile, to the great dehght of the listeners, 
he danced, first to the men's, then to the women's 
band. He is, unlike his father, a notable performer, 
and though the style ia purely Dahoman and barba- 
rous, the movements are comparatively kingly and 
dignified. He was assisted in this performance by a 
"leopard.wife."t on each side, dressed in white waist- 



* Epo (a staff), and ge (thin). 

+ In the i'ioD,. kpo (a l«opard), and 'li {a wife)— hera nBually trans- 
lated tiger-wives. They are tlie y oungeBt and the fure«t of the harem. 
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coats, aud. striped loin-cbtlis extending to the feet. 
In their hair was a kind of diadem of silver pieces, 
bright as new sixpences. At this sight the people 
¥ociferated their joy. A herald, in a huge felt hat 
and bright bracelets, and a jester, conspicuoualy ngly, 
with a tattered "wide-awake," a large goat-skin bag 
under the left arm, and chalked face and legs, rose to 
their feet, and pointing at the King — a peculiarly 
disrespectM action to European eyes — declared, in 
cracked, shouting voices, that he was " Sweet* sweet, 
sweet as a white man ! " Then followed a chorus of 
Holdieresses, and from the crowd loud " Ububu," * made 
by patting t^e open mouth with the hand. On. the 
women's side the " King's birds " t chimaped and twit- 
tered to justify their names. 

. Before sitting down, Gelele advanced to the front 
rank of male spectators, and remoTing, with Jus right 
fore-finger, the perspiration from his brow^ scattered 
it with a jerk, over the delighted group. He was then 



" This is the " kil " of Persia and tie " zagharit " of Egypt. Here it 
ezpreuei vondet and pleasure, and is mostly oonfined to the men. 

t A select troop of muBiciaiiB known as akhosu (king), and kbyte 
(bird). They are of both sexes ; but the sound generally prooeeds from 
the women. The male " king-birdB " are attired, like Moslems, in white 
pettieoats. 
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cooled by his wives, who nibbed him down witJi fine 
yellow silk kerchiefs, and rigorously plied their round 
hide fans,* coloured and embroidered. 

Then, rising again, like a reft'eshed giant, the 
monarch danced to six modes. When the time was 
to be changed, a chorus of women gave the cue to 
their band by repeating certain meaningless technical 
terms, ending with frequent repetitions of " Ko I ko ! 
ko 1 " till the musician has learned the right measure. 
Presently, two, and, at a short interral, three wives 
danced on each side of the King, keeping an eye upon 
him, and so preserving excellent time. The fourth 
dance was more animated, and as the monarch showed 
shortness of breath, an old Amazon addressed him, 
" Adan-we I " f He resumed his labours to the words, 
" Agida "hun-to Ko-'hun I " J and he advanced, stoop- 
ing towards the ground, and rolhng one elbow over 
another, to show that he was binding captives. 

Followed a little change of scene. The King, prop- 
ping his elbow upon the bard's sta£F, and bending low 

• In Ffon, known aa "Afafa ;" in Abeoknta, "Agbebbe." 

■f Meaning, " bravo white 1 " 

t Explained thus: Agida (the bent drmn-itiok], 'hun-to (dram 
beatei), ko-hnn (beat the dram), kaya [taming or wheeling atmut) ; 
viz.. Drummer, nee thy dmm-stiab, and we will torn about 
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-wHIst his wives surrounded him, sitting on their haras, 
saug^ and was responded to hy what appeared a 
laughing chorus, hut which was a dirge — a single 
cymbal making melancholy music. Then rising with 
uplifted staff, and turning towards the lai'ger shed- 
tent, he adored, in silence, his father's ghost. This 
new and startling practice was twice repeated. 

Decorations were distributed — a pair of singers' 
staves to a male and a female, who received them with 
cries of " Tamul^ ! "* The King then brought out by 
twos half a dozen double-pigtailed necklaces of yellow 
beads, interrupted by red. Three were handed to the 
Meu, the Yevogan, and a favourite singer, who put them 
on in due form. The rest were given to the highest 
she-dignitaries, whose lips were white with kissing the 
ground. Gundeme, the woman Min-gan, is white- 
haired and tottering. Egbelu, the "Men's Mother," 
has grey hair, sharpish features, and broken front teeth. 
Na-dude Agoa,!- the female Yevogan, is a huge, middle- 
aged woman, brown, and rolling in fat. Her hair is 
still black, and her features not quite uncomely ; her 



* A cotrnption of the Panti " EndameneD," bntve man 1 
t Explained by, " I eat one thing not, right" ; i.e., I cannot eat o 
embezzle any thing. 



3.n.iized by Google 



366 A MISSION TO GELELE. 

voice is strong and clear ; moreover, she speaks well. 
This 13 the officer who bare two sets of twins, first g^Is, 
thea boys, to the King. The two former, occordiog to 
the ancient usagje of the empire, were betrothed 'to the 
Min-gan and the Meu, when the wicked cousin won 
their premices. Formerly, the royal ladies had only 
temporary husbands, visiting all men who pleased 
them. As this caused great scandals, thei King has 
forbidden polyandry ; but the husbands, as a rule, must 
confine their marital atteations to the bloodrroyal. On 
marriage, the dai^ters receive each a dowry of eighty 
slaves, male and female, but the aged sons^in-Iaw are 
expected to " spend mon^- like water." 

Presently, Gelele, who was sitting in front of the 
feminine Court, handed sundry rolls of blue and pink 
cottons to the Meu, The high dignitaries all rose 
escitedly, tmfolded, and, standing at a distance, 
stretched each cloth to show that it was an entire 
piece. A white nmlveUa, opened aod wared about- by 
the Min-gan, a caboceer*s stool, bran new, and ^sundry 
heads of cowrieswere placed- beltve'tiie preseaee.' This 
was the ceremony of raising a captain to the rank of 
Ajyaho,* and, to the wonderment of all, Chabi, a young 

• See Chap. YIU. 
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man and Left-hand Commander of the Blue Guards, 
therefore under the orders of Adan-men-nnn-kon, was 
raised to the sixth rank in the realm. 

The "Grandfather of Dahome" has ev«r been, I 
haxe said, the heir of his subjects, whose widows, 
slaves, and all moveable property must be carried to 
the palace. It is probable that the goods do not leave 
the lion's den without j'ielding considerable "heriot" as 
the lion's share. As a rule, the eldest soa, or, if he 
be judged unfit, the successor to the vacant office, 
inherits the deceased's wires and makes them his own, 
excepting, of course, the woman that bare him.* This 
was practically proved to us. A file of fourteen 
women; two with babies on their backs, twice iraiied 
from the palace, carrying big native boxes, graBS- 
cloth bags, old muskets, silver armlets and bracelets, 
home-made stools, hats, pipes, sticks, umbrellas in 
ragged cloths, and similar valuables. Twice the 
new vrives and slaves crouched humbly before their 
proprietor. Soon afterwards, forty-three male " chat- 
tels " of the deceased crawled on all-foura from the 



* Especially io tbe roy&l funilf. So in 2 Samnel xiL 8 we-^read 
that Nathan gave Band's master's wives unto David's bMom. In that 
baibaroiu state ^f sooiirty womsn aie inherited like cattle. 
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left post the Kin^ and did homage to their " lire 
lord." 

When the King's silTer-mounted pipe had been ht 
behind the iente ^a&ri estemporiaed by the mTes' 
clothes, and had been handed to him, we produced our 
cigars, and applied ourselves to tlie old liqueur-cafie. 
We persevered in distributing the contents amongst our 
Krumen and followers — they are expected to drink 
kneeling — although tiie Buko-no showed manifest dis- 
approval of such waste. Presently, the cracked-voiced 
Min-gan rose and explained what things had been done 
by the King to the noms homo, and when supported 
by the Tokpo (a captain, but not of royal blood), he 
committed himself to a recapitulation. All gave the 
ruler that full feed of flattery which his soul loves. 
He may be sidd to breathe an atmosphere of adulation, 
which intoxicates him. The wildest assertions, the 
falsest protestations, the most ridiculous compliments, 
the ultra-Hibernian " blarney " — all are swallowed in 
the bottomless pit of poor human vanity, and midnight 
will often see him engaged in what ought to be a very 
nauseous occupation. 

Echili, the fourth caboceer of Whydah, then rose and 
performed the part of a skull at the Nilotic feast. The 
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Ajjaho, he said, rarely lived for more than a year, and 
if Chabi, like those before him, should die of poison, 
the crime must be punished. Then the iat Adanejan 
declared, iu his bull's voice, that he aud many caboceers 
had proposed for the Ajyahosbip another person, but 
that the King had chosen one trusty and brave ; more- 
over, that all poison would now be detected. 

Whereupon the lucky man stood up, puffed like a 
pouter-pigeon by the new clothes which the mimstera 
had bound about his upper haJf; his hair was brick- 
dust red after much shoveUing, and his right hand 
nervously, methought, fingered his musket muzzle. 
After his " portrait " had been duly taken, he spoke till 
the sun burned crimson above the western horizon, 
even through the fringes and vaJances of our portable 
tent. He had been raised from a simple captain to the 
position of a high caboceer ; he would soon achieve an 
act of loyalty and bravery : with much boasting on the 
same pattern. After sundry prostrations, aud other 
speeches to this purport, he publicly assumed three new 
"strong names": 1. Azon-kpo mdrjf-won; 2. Acho- 
roko ; 3. Sevi kanyena-ma-se-gbo-'gbwe.* 

* The cabooeera, like the kinga of Dahome, osaame a first name or 
names after any remarkable aotian or event Those in the text ai6 

VOL. I, B B 
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A ohorus of plaudits received the^ djatiDguiBhed 
seatimeiitB. The Ajyaho danced under his ,unfolded 
urobrella, and, backed by his fresh gang of slaves, 
rused muskets and -war-clubs to salute the King. 
Presently, Ago t from the. women,. and the cymbal-taps 
from the men, procl^med silence for royalty. 

The King, still sitting amidst his female group, then 
addressed the Ajyaho, who stood up reverently in the 
front centre of the caboceer's semicircle. He added em- 
phasis to earnest wwds by often shaking the forefinger 
—'as is done in Korth America to men, and in England 
to naughty boys — at bis last promotion, whom he-ez- 
horted to be brave, and loyal, and whom . he warned not 
to obey any dignity except the Min-gan.and the Meu. 
Hereat the people clapped their hands, ^ence being 
again enjoinod, the Ajyaho was once more strictly 
cautioned not to be deceived by hia brother chiefs. 
Ensued the promotion of another . capUun, -whose 

talcen iiota the Bo-Eatuh. jftrgon, and are not intelligible to the yolgar. 
The first yru thus interpreted : Azon-kpo (a trBicisg stiok), mi. (cot), ji 
(afraid, sjnoiijmonH nittt si, or khe-si), won (portent, evil omen, espe- 
oially a child} ; vix., (I am) a olnb not afraid (to sUj), portents (that 
mehaoe the king], The second was explained, " I trill punish all vho 
will not serve making." The ■third means, Seyi (snflTil-doer), kanyena 
(a bttdthing), ma-se (neyer listens), gbo (donti or leave off!), 'gbwe t 
femphaUo, e.g., gbo-'ghwe, I toll foa to leave off!]; vix., "People 
plead, for offenderB, bnt I will not suffer this if any one harm the king." 



3.n.iized by Google 



THE EING'S " 80-SIN CUSTOM." 371 

liame iras cbanged from Koikou to Hon-je-no.* 
Before -all tiie ceremonies could be concluded, the 
wood became dark, and the store of provisions strewed 
before ■ the King was distributed. The Dakros placed 
the calabashes outside tbe bambooa, whence they were 
remOYed by the several recipients. Suddenly, as is his 
wont, Gelele rose, and came towards us. After snap- 
ping fingers, I thanked him for the spectacle. He 
showed me the rum for our hammock-men, and our 
share of provisions ; after which we were all three 
told that we miist dance, sing, and drum — ^the latter 
accomplishment, unfortunately, has not received from 
me the attention which it deserves. Dr. Cruiksbank 
and I willingly consented to dance with the King, 
knowing it to be the custom, and that he greatly en- 
joyed it. "We pleaded, however, successfully for Mr. 
Bernasko, who, being a Eeverend, could only sing. 
Gelele -showed much delicacy in the matter, often 
threatening but not calling upon us to perform, lest 
our nerves might be startled by so great an event, and 
saying that he would choose evening tune, as the sun 
does Dot suit white men. 

* It is a Bo-fetuti name, inUTpreted to mean " The man to cluirge of 
tke-King'i door." ' Hon (door), je (waits), no (mthin). 
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Whereupon we withdrew. The provisions, which 
accompanied us, caused a tumult till near dawn. Pain 
et spectacles are apparently the cardinal wants of these 
people ; they sing, drum, and dance all the day, and they 
fight for their wretched provision half the night. When 
not engaged in these pleasures they are plundering the 
wherewithal to procure them. Hence the melancholy 
state of the land. 

Ifothing could he poorer than the display above 
described ; any petty hill rajah in India could com- 
mand more wealth and splendour. All was a barren 
barbarism, whose only " sensation " was produced by a 
score of men looking on and hearing that they are 
about to die. 

I again sent a message to Chyudaton, officially ob- 
jecting to be present at any human sacrifice, propos- 
ing that lower animals be substituted for. man, and 
declaring that if any death took place before me I 
should at once return to Whydah. He replied that 
there would be no necessity for the latter measure, and, 
with respect to the victims, that many would be re- 
leased, and that those executed would be only the 
worst of criminals and malignant war-captives. With 
which crumb of comfort I was compelled to rest satis- 
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fied, Hitherto the gang of victims has been paraded 
round, under tortures, before the visitors, and in later 
years they have teen cruelly gagged; moreover, the 
executions took place within hearing, and often within 
sight of the strangers.* It is, therefore, already some- 
thing to lower the demoralising prominence of the 



The Avo uzu 'ghe,^ or Second Day of the King^s 
So-sin Customs. 

December 29th was again a dies non. The vile 
water had affected us all, and the Reverend was in 
bed of a Harmattan. The King, therefore, kindly 
deferred for a day the grand spectacle with which he 
intended to surprise us. At 2*25 p.u., December 30, 
we mounted hammocks and proceeded to the market- 
shed. 

The picture was as follows. To the west of the 



■ See Ur. Dnnoan (toI. i. pp. 250-252). The people say of bim that 
be VM a good var-mau, as he used to walk up to, and to iiufieot the 
oorpmi. 

t Ato (doth), Mm (ohange), 'gbe (to-day}. 
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Uhun-jro, the broad open space opposite the gap ■which 
acts as gate, was another cloth-coTered tent, vith viiags 
of upright matting. A dean entrance ' led up to the 
former, near 'nhich a tall flagstafi* held a yellow flag 
with a broad blood-red cross. The wings were railed off 
for the royal wives by the usual Dahoman fence of palm 
sticks and bark rope. The erection was flanked by 
two large trees, about a hundred yards apart, and they 
were connected by a semicircle of bamboos, bulging to 
the front and forming the boundary between the seies. 
To the north was the ominous Tictim-shed, with its 
steeple-hke turret, and with ita score of wretches 
gazing at the/efe. 

Our chairs were placed on the men's side, or a little 
to the left of the tent entrance line, and on the opposite 
side of the square near the gate. Presently a motley 
group passed us three seyeral times, moving as usual 
to the right. First appeared the old To-no-nun and 
his six eunuchs, who carried with difficulty a huge 
package, like a bagged tent. Followed a hunchback, 
whip in hand, clearing the way. Visese-gan, the sub- 
chief eunucfaess, preceded about a ac<»'e of women, 
carrying upon their heads coarse pahn-mats; they 
were followed by an escort, bearing calahadiea and 
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baskets, each filled with about twenty bundles of 
tightly-rolled cloth, stuck upright and compacted by aa 
outside wrapper. The total represented 120 bearers, 
but of these ten had no burden. Valuing the minimum 
at 2 dols., and the maximum at 5 dels., and assuming 
3 dols. to be the medium, the value shown to us was 
about 1820/. (110 x 20 = 2200 cloths = 6600 dols.). 
The rear was composed of a corps of "leopard wives," 
with silver-studded hair, and by a large band of 
women who, as they passed by, openly " chaffed " us. 
Ailer the third circuit the mats were spread and the 
baskets were deposited at the entrance of the tenf^ 
when thirty women, coming from the wings and open- 
ing the cloth bundles, began to build the " Avo lilli," * 
cloth heap or divan. 

Meanwhile, preceded by singing and dancing mufr^ 
keteers, the high dignitaries passed before us, riding, 
under their umbrellas, the horses which theyhave now 
ransomed, and followed by noisy bands. The two 
schools showed themselves at a glance. Our friends, 
the AnUn-wa-nun,t who is the " King's place," when 



* Ato (a clotb), and li oi liUi (smootlien ! ). 

t Tliis ia a Bo name, and imperfectly nndeistood. The words u« 
Anlin (a hole in the ground), wa (make), nun (a thing). 
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royalty does not go to war, the Binazoa or treasurer, 
the Bi-wan-tOD or Junior Meu, the Aho and the Matro, 
uncle and brother, by the father'a side, to the present 
Kingj either bowed smihog or came up to ua and 
danced. The Matro, who holds the high dignity of 
lieutenant Gau, is a fine, tall young man; he was 
habited in a Moslem skull-cap, a large white body- 
doth and canary-coloured shorts. When his band and 
musketeers had formed an oral opening opposite us, he 
danced with a face expressing great glee, instead of 
the usual serious and inanimate look. Two of his re- 
tainers, a jester and a soldier, conspicuous by his gloria 
of monkey skin, rising from a band of cowries, shouted 
in mediseTal phrase, "A Matro! A Matro!" As the 
excited chief took a musket and manceuvred with it, 
hia people bawled out " Da-mon." * The honour was 
great, but the dust and the heat were excessive. 

The unfriendly " umbrellas," namely those who dis- 
like foreigners, as the Min-gan, the Tokpo, the Woto, a 
small dark senior of royal blood, and others rode by 
either affecting to ignore our existence or suddenly 
looking the other way. We were much amused by the 

• Da (fire!) moa (as yon are), i.e., "May you fire Btraight!" said 
in praue to one of high name. 
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peculiarity of the other groups, which either prowled 
or rushed about outside the bamboos. The old To-no- 
nun and his fifty men went round the half ring, passing 
right and left, singing, dancing and clapping hands, 
taking aim with muskets, and waving their long knives. 
Then came the Pani-gan-ho-to or Gong-gong men, four 
in number, and carrying single and double cymbals, 
whilst a corresponding female band promenaded the 
space within the bamboos. Twenty singers also walked 
about, preceded by a pecuhar drum borrowed from 
Ashanti and called Ganikbaja, At intervals stalked 
before us the Men-ho-blu-to,* or " Company of Boast- 
ers." These are a score of local and negro EadclifTes 
and De Courcys who by especial permission wear 
in "the presence" their broadbrims or white night- 
caps and their dirty cloths over their shoulders.f 
Moreover they are allowed to smoke long pipes, of which 
one was on the tomahawk principle ; and all over the 
square there were independent groups drumming and 
dancing violently as if to throw off the exuberance of 



" Men (niBn), ho (great), bin (do), to [he who does), 
t Ihroughoat Yoruba and the Qold Coast to bare the shoulders is 
like nnbatting in England. These men were exempted from the 
neoeuity by a mere caprice of the Sing, not beoauae they have in any 
respect distinguiahed themselTes, 
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their animal spirits. So at Aden I hare seea a 
Somali, wheo walking quietly down the road, seized by 
some unintelligible influence and fall to capering like a 
dancing-master demented. 

MeanwhOe the Amazons, throwing a stratum of loose 
cloths and covering them with a finer piece outspread, 
had built up a circular divan 12 feet in diameter by 
5 to 6 feet high.* Most of them were of European 
manufacture, many were made in the palace, and those 
that surmounted the heap were the best silks, of 
brightest colours — pink, yellow, red and tender green — 
which sound outrageous but which look side by side 
beautiful as a rainbow or a butterfly. All this finery is 
carried back after the ceremony to the palace, and is 
not, as I was assured, given to the people. 

At i'5 P.M. an increase of bustle and hubbub anQounoed 
the approach of the King. Preceded by boys and 
musket-men, cheering and presenting arms, came the 
Ceeur de Marie umbrella, shading the fox-like features, 
the black face and the^ ignoble white nightcap of Adan- 
men-nun-kon. After an interval followed the royal 



* To the nortli of this divan, outside the bambooa, a emalX heap of 
silks vaa laised upon mats, in hononi of Addo-kpon, of whom more 

presently. 
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escort — three male caboceers, a " Gobbo," and a woman 
captain, marching before a female host. The King wore 
a straw calotte with a brilliant striped cloth, and was 
touJQurs la pipe d la bouclie. He sat woman-like on a 
little dingy nag, with a bell, and led by a chain halter. 
Behind his lion-umbrella and parasol trouped chanting 
soldieresses and a strong hand, with seven skulls 
mounted on fancy flags, followed by a dozen " leopard 
wives " and a rearguard of old women and small girl 
recruits. The King passed three times in thirty minutes 
round the market-place, waving hands to us, and the 
" Ububu" rang and guns banged in all directions. 

When the procession was over, Gelele took his seat in 
the pavilion, with his wives on the right, and on both 
flanks a bevy of musketeer women squatting motionless 
as statues. The male caboceers saluted, touching the 
ground outside the bamboos with their foreheads and 
twice shovelhng up dust A troop of men spread a 
thin line of single mats from the victim-shed past the 
bamboo semicircle and southwards towards the 
Komasi Palace : the extent was about 350 yards, and 
the breadth proved to be 12 to 13 feet. On each mat 
was placed a pole 14 feet long, tipped with a short and 
blunt iron fork. Presently the six eunuchs brought up 
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and opened what had appeared a tent hug. This is 
the Nun-u-pwe-to* cloth helonging to King Gezo, a 
patchwork supposed to contain a specimen of every 
known manufacture, native or European. The pieces 
vary in size from 1 to 10 feet, the colours are blue, 
yellow, green, pink, red, and purple, and the patterns 
checked, striped, zig-zaged and barred. This the King 
will wear about his person when Abeokuta has been 
taken. How he is to support 1050 feet of stufiF no one 
could eipUun, but the investiture it appears has been 
deferred until the Grecian Kalends. 

As the King issued from hia tent at 5.4 p.m. the long 
cloth which had been placed on the mats was upraised 
at arms' length by the attendants with the blunt iron 
forks passing through eyelet-holes. Thus exalted, it stood 
more than twice the height of a man. When the novel 
screen had been placed between the men and the 
women, Gelele passed up and down the inside and the 
outside, waving hands when opposite us. This exhibi- 
tion of untold wealth excited the people, as their fearful 
noises testified. 



' The word has already been Kiplained, Hi. Doncan also deaoribea 
this " noble piece of patotiwork," making it 600 yards by 2 ; and in 
another pkoe 1000 yards by 8 (toL i. p. 264 ; and vol. ii. p. 27). 
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The " Able-to-do-anything " cloth having being re- 
moved, the King ascended the divan by a five-rung 
ladder covered with calico, picked out with pink reliefs. 
He was accompanied by four wives. One held a 
parasol, which was repeatedly changed, and thia she 
constantly twirled. The second was the spittoon 
bearer, who also fanned the King with a yellow silk 
kerchief, assisted by the more substantial hide circles 
of other women who stood below and around the heap. 
The other two opened and piled upon the divan the 
green, blue, pink and speckled muslins with which 
Gelele would " change cloth to-day." It was wasing 
late, and royalty had become fatigued and impatient : 
the King testily snatched the bmidles from the hands 
of his wives, and worked at them in double quick 
time. 

Presently Gelele mounted the platform and there 
disrobed, retaining, however, his shorts, which were of 
satin yellow-flowered on a dark ground. From his 
left shoulder hung, by a long sash of crimson silk, a 
short silver-hilted sword. He first put on a toga of 
what appeared to be green netting, like a mosquito bar," 
and took in his right hand a large bright bill-hook 
ending in a circular bulge. He formed a most effective 
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figure, iiis swarthy stalwtu^ fonn being . thrown out 
against the gloTving western sky. 

The Tarioua dances, all of them in the decapitation 
atjje, performed by the King, correaponded with the 
number of " drums " or bands. On the male sidey sitting 
in the Men's or the minister diTision, were about twenty 
men and youths with "tabl," or tambourines, under 
their left arms ; they were habited in acarlet coats and 
queer bonnet-caps of red and black cloth. Within the 
bamboo, was an equal number of women, similarly dad. 
I will not trouble the reader with the names and details 
of the several coiybantic saltations, comprising the 
iirst set of eighteenand the second of one dozen. The 
King performed only a few steps of each, and then, out- 
stretching his left palm towu-ds the mttsigtte with an 
imperious gesture, he caused it to stop. Still the labour 
was soTere, a& the free use of the forefinger, the yellow 
silk, and the hide fans proved. The thirteenth dance 
of the second set was called " Agbata," a- performance 
borrowedfrom the "Nago" people, .and'muchadmired 
for the kickutg and jumping .which are its * elements. 
It . drew 1 idawn lunisaal- applause: generaiHy, i however, 
ahoiHa of joy, mnirmurs of wonder, and discharges of 
uaBketi:yt;juid . cannon accompanied the whole perform- 
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ance. The eunuchs and the caboceers made courtier-like 
apcechea, the " niggers " stolidly admired the grandeur 
of a :king who can defray the expenses of such 
exhihitions, and a wild group of frontier hushmen, who 
act as guides to the army when on the war path, hailed 
and bellowed their own melodies. These roughs were 
all armed with muskets, and they were led by two 
ohiefe in dingy red tunics, whose thick beards and straw 
hats, which they did not remove before the King, 
rendered them conspicuous. 

The brou/taha was infernal. There was a momentary 
hush aa the King, havmg girt on with a cartouche belt 
a toga of white muslin, armed himself with a lion-stick, 
and a musket, which he pointed at his subjects pre- 
tending to fire. At iJiis burst out a glorious shout of 
real African laughter — yep I yep I yep ! — ^whilst guns 
were fired in all directions. The din increased when 
the braaa-set skulls of the three kings * were severally 
handed to the conquering hero. With these trophies 
of his own peculiar prowess he toyed, and |dayed various 
ohiMiah antics, to the intense dehght of the mobile, 
placing them under his left arm, Mdfflg.them beneath 
his cloak, stretching them out for better view, resting his 

■ Dewribed in Chapter IX. 
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elbow upon them, and waving them to us ajs we bowed. 
He then loudly addressed the Fo-su's party, which stood 
on the left of the semicircle."' They replied with noisy 
greetings, which he acknowledged by a crab-like move- 
ment, advancing and retreating ^deways, with his left 
elbow akimbo, and jogged to the fore ; this expressiTe 
action ia called "ago," and means "I undertake to 
do it." The King then tossed off a bumper of rum 
from the brass cup on the crown of " Bakoko's " head, 
and sent it to us that we might pledge him : it was at 
least as civilised as Lord Byron's drinking cranium ; 
and more so than the " bony goblet " — " apparently not 
long before it had been useful to the original possessor " 
— out of which Mr. Duncan f caroused with King Gfezo. 
I was allowed to sketch the three calvarise, and to 
handle the royal sticks and caps. One waa of the Fanti 
Company, a loose calotte of purple velvet, with a yellow 
line on the crown, and a narrow band of white silk with 
a border round the lower part. The second had a 
white shark on a puce-coloured velvet ; and the third, 
a cap of the Blue Company, resembled in shape a 
Moslem " Takiyah," but showed a green lion eating a 

* Mr. Donoan (rol. i. p. 247), saw King Qezo petfoim Bimilar utioi. 
t Vol. i. pp. 239, 240, 
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daret-coloured porcupine, fretted over with quilla of 
yellow stitching. These animals were all yery heraldic 
and unintelligible. 

The vociferous rapture of the subjects knew no 
bounds as the King danced with his sword between 
his teeth, and exulted over Bakoko's skull and the 
breaking of Ishagga. The Buko-no eagerly asked me, 
if all the world o'er I had ever seen so grand a 
sight ? I have had to answer similar queries in far 
more civilised countries ; and I have ever found that 
there is nothing easier than to convince people who 
already believe. 

Presently the King began to hand down decanters 
of rum, a sign that he was weary of pleasure — he had 
danced thirty two dances. At 6.15 p.m. he descended 
from the divan, and mounted the smaller heap, whose 
cover was a white cloth powdered with little ochre- 
coloured lions. Here the King assumed his fetish 
war-dress, a body-pagne of chocolate-coloured netting, 
and a dark blue indigo-dyed cloth, passing from the left 
shoulder low down the right side : it was studded 
with charms and amulets in small squares, stained with 
dry blood, and bordered with cowries.* His umbrella 

* Cowries may be remarked in the nrasket stocks. AooordiDg to 
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was equally gloomy, and his large crooked Bo-stick Was 
swathed with alternate blue and white bandages. After 
motioning with this weapon, he danced to the songs 
and instruments of the fetishmen, and seized a musket, 
which he levelled but did not discharge. He then 
came forward, and we advanced : after the usual greet- 
ings, I requested him not to forget his English coat of 
maU, which hint was whispered in his ear by the timid 
Beecham, who dreaded the fetishry. After a Uttle 
chatting, and being requested to return on the morrow, 
we made for home with much pleasure, — there are 
none of Rimmel's perfumed fountains here. 

Kr. Duncan (vol. i. p. 261), tliej are an honourable distinotlon, given 
as medals to oivilised umiea. The stock it repeatedly smeared with the 
'victim's blood, coat after coat, till its thickness is sofficieat to form a 
setting for the shell, around which it soon dries. Although only one 
cowrie ia given per head, some old aoldiera have their weapons entirely- 
covered over with them. This custoizi, of conrse, atimulataa murder, 
and excites perpetual jealonaies in the service. I have heard the same 
Baid of a. certain modem English decoration. 
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